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The parent's partial fondneſs for a child, 
An only child, can ſurely be no crime! 
No: Care's a father's right; a pleaſing right, 
In which he labours with a home-felt oy. 
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Coxrpxr it would be uſeleſs to 
make even an attempt for repoſe in his pre- 
4 ſent ſtate of mind, Lord Melton returned 
into his dreſſing-room. The ſtory he had 
told the ladies, was handed down among the 
EX ſervants, who all thought it a very ſtrange. 
one, as ſuch daring robberies are ſeldom at- 
tempted in London. Vet, as the Earl's 
valet had ſeen the man ſcaling the wall, and 
VOL, 111. 3 the 
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the rope had been found faſtened to the 


Duke' s window, not to mention the wound 
his Grace had receiyed, they could entertain 
no doubt of the fat, The bat had never 
been mentioned, and was ſecured by the 
Earl, who. paced his drefling-room, at inter- 
vals, till eight o'clock, when he - ſent for 
Captain Mellifont, who was called out of 
bed ; and, very much aſtoniſhed at this early 
ſummons, he ſent for the ſervant who 
brought the meſſage, and from him learned 


the adventures of the night. Very much 
ſhocked to hear the Duke” had been ſo ma- 


terial a ſufferer, he haſtened to Melton 


Houſe, and was immediately ſhewn into the 
Earl's room; who, without allowing him to 
ſpeak, looking him full in the face.—. | 

„Do you think,” ſaid he, “my dear 
Mellifont, there is a man upon earth, Who 
would wiſh, premeditately, and in cold blood, 
to murder either me or the Duke di Ferrara? 

The truth inſtantly flaſhed upon Melli- 
font's mind, and he Teplied with the watmth - 
III. of 
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of an honeſt heart, Can there be ſuch a; 
monſter, my Lordꝰꝰꝰ r [ongs 
« Could not you affix a nalpe to ſuch a 
wretch as I have deſcribed, Mellifont?“ Kill 
fixing his eyes upon him; but before I am 
more explicit, do me the favqur (I know I 
may depend upon your. diſcretion) to, call 
at Lord Gowrie's. I wiſh to know if he is 
at home; 'whether he has been at home all 
night; in ſhort, every particular you can 
learn concerning him, without 3 ins 
quiſitive, or giving his ſery ts or mine 
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43 room to ſuppoſe [ have any reaſpn for making 
1 theſe enquiries.” 
4 The Captain bowed and re fired, ſhocked) 


to think he was connected with a miſcreant, 
ſuſpected at leaſt (if there were not 
more convincing proofs) of committing ſo 
atrocious a deed. He prqceeded to the 
Viſcount's houſe, and was informed he Was 
not ſtirring; * he did not come home till 
paſt four o'clock this morning, Sir,” ſaid the 
1ervant, unaſłked. The Captain made no re- 
3 marks; 
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marks; „ he would call again, and re- 


turned with the report. Then he is Fa 


home ?” inquired/the Earl. 
I have every reaſon to believe ſo, ans 
Lord,” 4 


6 Abominable arent * ſaid the Earl; 
<« you ſhall know more, cee alter 1 


| have ſeen the Duke.” 


As it grew late, they went down ſtairs. 
The Earl was unwilling to diſturb his Grace, 
therefore would not go into his room till the 
ſurgeon arrived. The ladies, who had none 
of them been able to cloſe their eyes, were 
already in the breakfaſt parlour; little paſ- 
ſed while that laſted. Mrs. Studeville pro- 
teſted ſuch another alarm would prove the 
death of her ! "The Earl could neither eat 
nor talk. Mellifont was bewildered in his 
own refle&ions ; Lady Gowrie was thought- 
ful; and the young ladies regretted too 
ſincerely the cauſe of the Duke's abſence, 
to havecither ſpirits or cuniofity,to aſk queſ- 
tions. The entrance of the ſurgeon broke 
up the party. The Earl accompanied him 

into 
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into the Duke's room, after deſiring the 


Captain not to leave the houſe: IT he Tur- 
geon's report was very favourable; though 
he was afraid his Grace would be confined 


fos a fortnight or more. He gave every 


neceſſary order, and \departed j appointing 
to meet the Earl's phyſician in the evening, 
whom his Lordſhip choſe to call in, leſt an 


increaſe of fever ſhould be attended with 


dangerous conſequences. Mellifont was 
now ſummoned into the ſick room, and 


made acquainted with evefy thing. His 


horror, though in ſome meaſure prepared for 
the intelligence, was viſible upon every fea- 
ture, and after a ſhort deliberation, it was 
agreed he ſhould ge for the culprit (who, 


they all ſuppoſed, hoped he had once more 


eſcaped detection); for the Captain now made 
no feruple of acknowledging his fortner 
ſuſpicions, and the hints he had given the 
Viſcount. Mellifont was not to ſeem to 
know why the Earl had ſent for him; and if 
he refuſed to come, his Lordſhip proteſted 


he would — him up to juſtice. The 


B 3 Captain, 
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Captain, in the courſe of his alk recol- 


lected he was unarmed, and that it was 


hardly ſafe to be alone with ſuch a wretch; 


he therefore ſtopped at his lodgings, and put 
his piſtols in his pocket, thinking they 


would-(ſhould he not want them for felt. 
defence) frighten the Viſcount into com- 
pliance ; and he was determined not to loſe 
ſight of him, unleſs he choſe to accompany 
him, by fair means, to his grandfather's. 
He began ſtrongly to ſuſpect the ſtupid fel- 
low hoped. he had eſcaped unſuſpected. 
In his fright, he might not have recollected 
where he left his hat; and as he intended 
to repreſent to him that the Duke remained 
inſenſible from the time he received his 
wound, he truſted he would not be averſe 


to comply with the Earl's deſire to ſee him. 
He ſoon reached the door, and, in anſwer 


to his inquiries, the valet ſaid, My Lord 
has not rung yet.“ The Captain, deſired 
he would call his maſter ; Tell him the 


time of the day, and that Lord Melton 
- wiſhes to ſee him immediately.“ The ſer- 
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vant obeyed, and the Captain walked into 
the front parlour, where he waited for a 
minute or more in no ſmall degree of 
anxiety, and began to fancy the Viſcount 
had privately abſconded, without his ler- 
vant's being aware of his intentions. The 
valet's entrance and terrified looks changecl 
the coutſe of his ideas. Well!“ with all 
the indifference he could aſſume, „what 
{aid his Lordſhip po n 

He is in bed, Sir; 1 opened the win- 
dows, and called him, but his Lordſhip did 
not anſwer I ſhook him, but he——” 
No more of your idle fears,” faid the 
Captain, follow) me up ſtairs.” The 
ſervant obeyed in ſilence. Now call 
him!“ (entering the room); the man did fo, 
but received no | anſwer. The: Captain 
haſtily undrew the curtains, and perceived 
the remains of Lord Gowrie, for he was now 
a lifeleſs corpſe. The ſervant trembled every 
joint, while he cried aloud, I am ſure my 


Lord is dead] Of this the Captain had very 


little doubt; only wondered by what means 
3 he 
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he had put an end to his wretched exiſtence, 


as he ſaw no marks of violence. How 1 o 
was your maſter when he came home?” Wl 
addrefling the fervant ; *.was he in liquor?“ = ;: 
No, Sir, but I ſaw ſomething was the AY a 
matter with him; he trembled from head f. 
to foot, but would not take any thing, nor 4 
allow me to fit up with him; he told me he A tt 
was going to write.“ (There was pen, ink, = + 
and paper upon a table in the room.) The = < 
Captain perceived a written ſheet undoubled, lt 
that had been placed under the other paper; Iz f 
he folded, and put it into his pocket, as the 4 q 
beginning informed him it was intended for 1 e 
Lord Melton, and again approached the bed, A ] 
turned down the clothes, and perceived a = : 
ſmall vial laying by his ſide: he was going to ' 
take it up, but checked himſelf, and flung = : 
the clothes over again, defiring the valet, [ 
who ſtood on the other ſide, to run or ſend 64] 
for his Lordſhip's apothecary, who lived in * 
the ſame ſtreet. The man left the room; 
during his abſence the Captain took away | 


the vial, and ſearched his Lordſhip's pock- 
ets 
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ets, in Which ke found a brace of piſtols, 
one of them ſtill loaded, and a little powder | 
ſcrewed i in a bit of paper; theſe he remove 
into his own pockets ; ; in a few minutes the 
a pothecary came, and pronounced his Lords 
ſhip quite dead, ſuppoſing he had gone off in 
a fit. This was exactly the report the Cap- 
tain wiſhed to have circulated. © The ſer- 
vants were told the dreadful news, and the 
Captain” ſaid, he would undertake to break 
the ielancholy tidings to the Earl and 
family; leaving the houſe for that purpoſe. 
The Earl had thought evety minute an age 
during his abſence ; he was ſtill in the 
Duke's room, and thither Mellifont repaired. 
« Well, my dear fellow,” faid the old Peer, 
the moment he entered, have you ſeen the 
miſcrable being ? He would not come I ſup- 
pole ? dard 66t face his accuſer! But I am 
determined to deliver him into the bands of 
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juſtice.“ 
« Alas ! his Lordſhip ; is already, perhaps, 
before his leavenly Judge!“ 


FT „How, 
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, How, What!“ exclaimed the Earl, 
64 don't be afraid of alarming me, Melifing: ; 
ſure the vile being - 

Wy Is no more, my Lord 65 ſaid the Cap: 
tain. 

_ * Heaven is juſt, 4 bald the Earl. « Yet 
dared he, polluted with the worſt of all 
crimes, ruſh. unbidden into the preſence of 
bis Maker, and thus preclude bimſelf from 
all repentance ? The thought 1s dreadful ! I 
ſuppoſe he put a piſtol to his own, head? 

No, my Lord, I hardly know to what 
he owes his death ;”” pulling the vial out of 
his pocket, and mentioning where he had 
found it. There was laudanum written upon 
it, and that explained every thing. 

What is the report in his houſe ?” 

The Captain repeated all that had paſſed, 
and the precautions he had taken, which his 
Lordſhip agreed were very prudent, and 
truſted it would be generally believed he 
went off ſuddenly. The idea of ſuicide, he 
declared, was moſt tremendous, but con- 
_ had the Viſcount gone abroad, he 
ſhould 3 
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ſhould never have enjoyed amoment'speace— 
have been in daily, nay hourly expectation 
of his return. Ion I am not much ſur- 
priſed,”. ſaid the Duke; * he was certainly 
hardly in his ſenſes; and he bad not allowed 
himſelf time for reflecl ion; the frame of 
mind he was in at the time he devoted him- 
ſelf to deſtruction, may certainly be urged 
in extenuation of his crime.” The Captain 
produced the piſtols; and the ſheet of paper, 
which the Earl deſired him to read. With 
difficulty Mellifont could decypher it. He 
began by the moſt bitter reproaches to his 
grandfather for his former and late treat- 
ment of him acknowledged he had 
thrown him overboard at Dover, but was 
then merely actuated by momentary rage; — 
then proceeded” to untavel the myſtery 
which had hitherto hung over the fireworks 
tied to the pole of his Lordſhip's carriage: 
he had faſtened them Himſelt, and hutried 
home, which he had reached, he hoped, un- 
F ſuſpected, as none of his own ſervants knew 
1 Nane was” out mentioned the Duke's late 
_ RE B 6 viſit, 


voice calling from the upper window, con- 


| vinced all hopes of eſeaping unknown were 
fruſtrated, he hurried home, and ſat down to 


- 
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viſit, which, he by no means attributed to 


any ſuſpicions be bad formed ;—that the 


Earl's increaſing. diſlike of him, induced him 
to make a third attempt upon his life; he 


had for that purpoſe concealed himſelf in 1 
the roam he ſuppoſed he ſlept in, having 


fixed a rope to one of the windows to facili- 


tate his eſcape, while the family were at ſup- 
per; — his intentions were to have given the 


world room to believe his Lordſhip had de; 
ſtroyed himſelf, as he meant to have blown 
his brains out the moment he had fallen 
aſleep, and to. have left his piſtol upon the 
bed. When he found the Duke di Ferrara 
in poſſeſſion of that apartment, he only 
wiſhed to have made his eſcape-unperceived ; 
but the moment his Grace caught hold of 


him, he ſecured his retreat (as he then 


hong} by putting an end to that Noble- 
man's exiſtence. When he heard the Earl's 


write; determined to ſwallow a, ſuſhgient 


quantity 
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quantity of laudanum the moment he had 


concluded, in order to defeat the malice of 
nis grandfather. Thus ended: the: confef- 


fion of this moſt abandoned of all mortals. 
The. Earl ſwore ſuch an infernal monſter 
ought not to be buried as if he had died a 
natural deateum. rein 
Why, kink my Lord. ſaĩd the 
Captain, who had ſhuddered ſeveral times 
while reading the horrid ſcrawl, .I think 
ſuch a confeſſion entitles him to be laid be- 
tween four b with a ſtake driven 
through his body.“ | 

The Duke 2 odſerved;! 1 bis folly 
could only bear a pin iN with. n 
edneſs.“ (59 1 

Why this laſt was the cob} hallo 
ſcheme he ever deviſed,” ſaid the Earl; “ad- 
mitting he had been able to execute his firſt 
wicked deſign undetected, how was he to 
bave carried away his Ie have faſtened 
my window? 

Let us, y Lord, adit both 
him and his nefarious intentions, ſaid the 

Duke, 


E, 
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Duke, as Heaven interpoſed almoſt mĩ- 
raculouſty once more in your behalf. To 
regret ſuch a man is impoſſible; yet Nature 
revolts at his laſt raſh action.“ 

% Your Grace is perfectly right,“ aid the 
Earl, “henceforward we will conſign him and 
his crimes to oblivion. Do you, Captain 
Mellifont, return and ſecure every thing, 
and give every neceſſary direction; only 
let me entreat his funeral may be as private 
and ſimple as his rank and common decency 
will admit. Let him be buried in the 
family vault, but no marble ſhall be ſullied 
with ſo infamous a name! Upon ſecond 
thoughts,” Mellifont, go and break the news 
to the ladies firſt; I am not able to compole 
mylelf ſufficiently, and ſhould' they lament 
his death, might very likely be more explicit 
than is either proper or prudent.” | 
The Captain. immediately went down, | 
and, after a ſhort preface, told them, Lord 
Gowrie was no more | he had died ſuddenly. 
Mrs. Studeville and Miſs Vernon, though 


neither of them liked the ſullen, ſtupid 
creature, 
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creature, expreſſed their concern; while Lady 
Gowrie and her daughter thought it a very 
fortunate event, and neither of them affected 
a grief they did not feel. Her Ladyſhip 
aſked how the Earl had -borne the ſhock ? 
« With tolerable fortitude,” the Captain al- 
ſured her. Mrs. Studeville, who generally, 
ſaw a great way into futurity, and was very 
ſuperſtitious, began to fancy ſome dreadful 
fatality hung oyer the Melton family. His 
Lordſhip's three ſons and daughter had died 
in the prime of life ; and here was another 
heir ſnatched away almoſt in the flower of 
youth | not to mention the Duke's wound, 
which ſhe now feared would prove, mortal, 
and communicated - her- apprehenſions to 
Lady Gowrie ; hoped he had not been in- 
formed of his couſin's death, as it would cer- 
tainly prey upon his ſpirits, and might en- 
danger his life. Mellifont tried to calm her 
fears, by aſſuring her his Grace had no 
fever, nor could it be ſuppoſed he was very 
much affected by. the death of a perſon, with 
whom, though a relation, be had never been 
in 
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in Habits of intitnacy. The ſhort ſummons 1 | 
Lord Gowrie had had, was certainly awful, 
but not at "all likely to retard the Duke's . 
recovery, whoſe mind was far ſuperior to 
weak prejudices of any kind. The old lady 
| again began | to moralize, but was interrupted 
by Neville, who had been excepted in the 
general ordefs the potter received not to ad- 
mit company. He was rather alarmed at 
the gloom diffuſed over every countenance; ; 
and learned with ſurpriſe, totally free from re- 
gret, that the Viſcount was no more. But 
far different were his feelings when he was 
told the accident which bad befallen the 
Duke. He anxiouſly enquired whether he 
might ſee bim! ? and ſeemed, as he really 
Was, deeply affected. Mellifont left the 
room, to let the Duke know who was below; 
not doubting, as he aſſured Neville, but his 
Grace was well enough to receive him. 
During the Captain's abſence, the Earl had 
been uſing every argument his love for the 
Duke inſpired him with, to induce his Grace 
(now become his legal heir) to permit him 
| to 
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1 to acknowledge him as ſuch. The Duke, 
Vith a firmneſs that did him the utmoſt 
1 honour in the eyes of the Earl, entreated his 
randfather to wave the ſubject, adding, if 
the Britiſh laws made ſuch a ſtep neceſſary, 
Ine would formally renounce every claim his 
Wirth might give to his Lordſhip's title and 
eſtates, in favourof Captain Melhfont (now 


bw 


—_— 


1 become next heir.) The Earl ceaſed to urge 


the point farther, and the entrance of the 
3 aptain put a period to the diſcourſe. His 
3 Lordi retired, not wifhing to be ſeen jult 
1 then, and Mellifont introduced, and left 
Neville with the Duke; who even ſuffered 
chi his, in ſome reſpedts, confidential friend 
to remain in ignorance of Lord Gowrie's Taft 


23 


J Luempt, though ſeveral of his queſtiont, re- 


4 Wative to the villain; rather embarraffed Him. 


e by no means affected to deplore the 


| Viſcount's death particularly As he obſerved, 


ellifont would be fo conſiderable : a gainer; 
4 Land then turned the converſation to indiffer- 
f « ent ſubjects. As ſoon 'as Lord Fortroſe 


3 earned his Grace's accident, lie alſo hurried tb 
| Melton 
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Melton; Houſe, and was preſent during the | 
phyſician's and ſurgeon's viſit z who aſſured 4 
the Earl and the Viſcount, quiet and repoſe 8 
were all that were neceſſary to inſure a ſpeedy 
cure. | .% 
Mrs. Studeville being, almoſt wins ber 5 ; 
own judgment, convinced there was no 
danger, talked of returning into the country. 
She wiſhed very much to ſee the young ⁶⁵ 
Marquis, and ſhe flattered herſelf the Duke .Y 
would be more reconciled. to his irkſome 
. confinement, if his ſon was under her care, 
notwithſtanding the high opinion his Grace 
entertained of Mrs. Neville. Lord For- I 
troſe, who had joined the ladies, told Mrs. 
Studeville, that if ſhe really was anxious to 1 
return into Glouceſterſhire, as he had 
nothing to detain him in town after the 
next day (ſuppoſing the Duke in as fair a 
way of recovery as he appeared at preſent) 
he would, with their leave, fee her and Miſs 
Vernon ſafe home. His ſon would, of courſe, 
remain with his friend, for he truſted his fair 
miſtreſs would: give him leave of abſence 


upon 
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ö the | 6. Ppon ſo intereſting an occaſion. Miſs Ver- 
ured | on ſmiled, and Mrs. Studeville anſwered, 
poſe 3 he ſhould avail herfelf of his Lordſhip's 
edy WDolitcoffcr ; ſhe ſhould not ſpend more than 
night or two at the Court, as ſhe meant 
her o proceed almoſt immediately to Newnham 
no Hall, where the hoped to meet the — Mey 
4 as ſoon as he was able to travel. 
Lady Gowrie, knowing the family eould 
neither go into public, nor receive any com- 
43 pany at home for ſome time, did not attempt 
to entreat the prolongation of her ſtay, as ſhe - 
had repeatedly declared ſhe ſhould never get 
another night's perfect repoſe in London. 
Orders were therefore given to prepare for 
ber departure before the Earl had been made 
© acquainted with her reſolution ; which he 
was by no means inclined to oppoſe, as it 
appeared to him his niece's childiſh foibles 
increaſed with her years. 
Captain Mellifont, having given every 
neceſſary order reſpecting the remains of the 
wretched Lord Gowrie, learnt from the Earl 
what had paſſed between himſelf and the 
Duke, 
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Duke, reſpecting his ſucceſſion, and felt 
his eſteem increaſed for his noble couſin ; 
who, when he attempted to expreſs his 
' gratitude, aſſured him he deſerved no thanks 
for reſigning what he could not have ac- 
cepted with any degree of honour. The 
vow. he had made to the Duke di St. Seve- 
rino, he obſerved was not extorted ; his own 
heart had ratified the oatb, which was as 
3 as ew: owe e conceive it 
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ordered as ſoon as they had breakfaſted, and 
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LD)URING' the evening, Mrs. Studeville 
old Miſs Vernon they would take an airing 
next day into Finſbury-ſquare, to take leave 
f Mr. and Mrs. Cary, with' whom they 
would leave their compliments for the reſt 


they ſet out upon their expedition. Mr. 
Chambers, his ſon, and the Deputy, had 
reached Mr. Cary's a few minutes before the 
carnage ſtopped. The morning papers were 
full of © The daring robbery committed on 
the Sunday night at Meiton Houſe, by a 


molt 
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moſt deſperate gang of villains, who had 
concealed themſelves in yarious apartments 
for that purpoſe. Lord Viſcount Gowrie 
had been killed upon the ſpot in endeavour- 
ing to ſecure one, and the Duke di Ferrara, 
a foreign Nobleman, upon a viſit to the 
Earl, had been ſo dangerouſly wounded, his 
recovery was very doubtful.” The draper 
read the ſtory during breakfaſt ; and mut- 
tered out a few curſes when he found Mrs. 
Studeville had eſcaped unhurt ; damned 
the rogues for a parcel. of fools for not giving 
her a leaden pill, as he was ſure. they would 
have found a good booty in her room; — 
however, it would be proper ſome of them 
ſhould go to Melton Houle in the courſe, of 
the forenoon, to ſee whether the old woman 
had died of the fright. The draper and his 
ſon ſet out for Mr. Cary's, who they thought 
ought to be of the party; called at the 
Deputy s in their way, who proteſted he 
was quite ſhocked ſo fine a young fellow as 
the Duke ſhould have come to ſuch an un- 
timely end: for his paper had killed his 
"x Grace. 
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„you ſee great folks are mortal as well as 
us; however, if ſomebody was to be killed, 


why it might as well have been my old 


maiden ſit er. She never has, nor never will 
be of much aſe in this world. But J don't 
find the Duke is dead; tis Lord, Gomwrie, , 
another grandſon of old Don Pompous' $9121 
- They had not (ettled this point when they 2 
arrived iat Mr. Carey's; and had hardly be- 
gan to talk the matter over, when Mrs. 
Studeville's carriage ſtopped. Mr. Carey 
ran out to welcome her, in hopes the news 
had been greatly exaggerated ; as he had 
been as much prepoſſeſſed in the Duke's fa- 


Grace. * Aye,-peighbour,” ſaid the draper, 


vour, as that Nobleman was in his. His 


looks expreſſed ſorrow! and ſurpriſe. Mrs. 


Carey was upon the ſteps before the old 


Lady had alighted; and the draper and his 


ſon ſtood bowing in the back ground. Mrs. 


Cary preſſed Mrs. Studeville to walk up to 
the drawing - room; but as the door of the 
front parlour ſtood open, ſhe entered, and 


len dhe Deputy waiting o pay bis re- 


- 
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an't true? But as you, Madam, come from 


| nnr two ſuch worthy Noblemen ſhould 
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ſpe&s;;—while ſhe. was courteſying to him, 
Mr. Chambers exclaimed; „Why, Madam, 
we have all been ſtruck comical this morn- 
ing! I hope all we have been reading about 


the fcuntain- head, as a body may ſay, why 
we ſhall get to the rights of it; for all the 
newſpapers in London an't worth a row of 
"gibigerbread - for matter of fact; they fay 
to- day, and unſay to-morrow. But you 
look a little caſt down I am ſadly afraid 
there is ſomething in it at laſt Þ 

. Pray ſuffer Mrs. Studeville and Miſs 
Vernon to be ſeated; my dear Sir,“ ſaid Mr. 
Oury, before you diſtreſs them with honed 
greeable inquiries,” 

The old lady felt the full force . kind 
intention of this reproof. She took a ſeat, 
and even aſked aſter Mrs. Wilſon before 
ſhe took any notice of the impatient draper; 
who, unmindful of his ſon-in-law, continued, 
«Well, I never read ſuch bloody news in 
my life.] I hope in God 'tis half falſe! God 


6530 | loſe 
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boſe their lives/in ſo ſhocking) a way . Here 
was my Lord Duke as gay as a lark, footing: 
it away to the tune of Mrs. Caſy, only laſt 
Saturday, and to-day is only Tueſday, and 
may be in his coffin, if what I read W 
. this day week. 

God forbid your alien ſhould | 
prove true, Sir,” ſaid the old lady, ſecretly 
dreading that they might; the Duke was 
cettainly wounded.(we hope not dangerouſly) 
on Sunday; night, in attempting to ſecure a 
robber - who. had concealed himſelf in his 
room. And to add to this misfortune, 
which is very ſeverely felt by Lord Melton, 
Lord Gowrie, yeſterday morning, was ſound 


ried off by a fit of apoplexy during the 
night?! 

- Ohl well, thank God he wan't. mur- 
red, ſaid the feeling Draper; * he died 
in his bed however, and ſince my Lord 
Duke is likely to get over it, why I am 
half confoled. Did the tliieves make a tole- 
dle booty, Madam: 
Vol. 111, 0 66 1 did 


dead in his bed ! It is ſuppoſed he was car- _ 


26 „ Das steil tan. 
1 1 did not underfiat they carried away 


any thing, Sir,” ſaid the old lady, proceed- 
ing to tell them the was come to take her 


leave previous to her departure, as ſhe meant 8 
to leave London the next morning. 1 
The Deputy having expreſſed his ſurpriſe £ 
and concern for the Duke's misfortune, wiſhed 8 
the ſpinſter a good journey, and took his t 
leave. Mr. Cary ſaid little, but ſeemed to £ 
deplore the accident, he preſumed had n 
ſhortened: the old lady's ſtay in town; en- I 
treated ſhe would command his or Mrs. re 
| Cary's lervices, when' they could be of the PI 
ſlighteſt uſe in any reſpect; and a few light th 
: refreſhments being; ſerved, ſhe was entreated fa 
to partake. © Aye, do, my good Madam, m 
cried the draper, „1 am ſure you Want a - 
th 


glals of wine to raiſe your ſpirits ; however, 
tis well 'tis no worſe, - I am fure we have 
all reaſon to bleis God the villain did not 
get into your room. But he was a ſtrange 
greenhorn, let aim be who he would, to go for 
to coſ e with my Lord Duke. If it had not 


been for his fire-arms, I date fay/his'Grace 
| would 
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would have made nothing of ſacking bim 
out of the window.“ 

By way of ſtopping the old man, Mes. | 
Studeville told them how ſhe meant to 

travel, and with whom, and of her intention 
to proceed directly to Newnham Hall. 
„That is a noble place, Madam,” ſaid 
the draper, and if I ſhould come into 
that quarter of the world before the ſum- 
mer is over, why I ſhall take the liberty of 
looking in upon you. I have ſeveral cot- 
reſpondents at Glouceſter, who have often 
preſſed me to come and ſpend a month with 
them; but you know, Madam, if I accept 
favours, I muſt return them in meal or in 
malt, and it is dearer treating in London 
than it is in the country, by two good 
thirds. 

Mrs. Studeville was obliged to hy: ſhe 
| ſhould be glad to fee him if he came into 
her neighbourhood during her ſtay at, the 
Hall; which would be very ſhort, as ſhe 
rather believed ſhe ſhould ſpend the autumn 
at Melton Abbey. This was to convince 


C2 him 
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him he muſt not think to tad another 
month under her roof. Having ſat near 
an hour, ſhe roſe to take her leave; ſo pleaſed 
with Mr. Cary, that ſhe told him, when he 
handed her:.to her carriage, ſhe ſnould be 
very glad! to ſee him at any time, when he 
and Mts. Cary could make it convenient; 
or if he came alone upon buſineſs near 
the Court or Newnham Hall. 8179 
a « There, by God, Cary,” ſaid the dra- 
Per, the moment the coach drove off, «you 
have hit the old girl's fancy; I told her you 
would. Spinſters are always fond of {mart 
young fellows. Damme, mind your mark, 
the ball is at your foot! but there was 
ſome fire, you find, at the bottom of all this 
ſmoke. This buſtle bas made the old 
woman pack up her alls, and go trudging 
away. She is afraid it will be her turn next. 
I Warrant me ſhe will have her room ſearched 
every nigbt as long as ſhe lives; and pray 
od lend her a {peedy re eaſe from the 
troubles and cares of this world, ſay I. If 
= «any. thing could liave kept her in town 
| | after 
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after this hell of an uproar, it would have 


been this great man's illneſs; but I ſuppoſe 


he was more frightened than hurt, if the 
truth was known; and ſhe can pay her court 
to my couſin the Duke and my uncle the Earl; 


by going to take care of the young l in * 
the country“. 57 
Mrs. Studeville may have her 4 s 


Sir,” ſaid Mr. Cary, © but if you reckon her 
attachment to the Duke di Ferrara among 


her failings, all thoſe that are acquainted 
Vith his Grace are equally liable to your 


cenſure, for I am certain he need only be 
known to be eſteemed ; and I think the old 
lady | has many. good qualities.” | | 
Stick to that, Cary, ſtick: to that! BY - 
ſaid the draper, I will. forgive you if you 
can perſuade the format old prude the is an 
angel; and my Lord Duke, that he is the 
man in the moon! The young fellow is well 
enough as times go, and is a damned; deal 
better than ſhe is, take my word for it); 
however, he neither is nor never will be any 
. thing 
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thing to either you or me. Though I tel 
fib; I believe he is ſecond, no faith, 'tis third 


couſin to your wife; but the old virgin 
looks half ſcared out of her ſenſes, and God 


| knows ſhe han't got many to ſpare.” | 
„ Why, I can ſuppoſe, Sir, the ſhock ſhe 


muſt have felt on Sunday evening, has made 
tome impreſſion upon her mind; and I 
think, as ſhe is ſenſible her ſtay would not 
accelerate the Duke's recovery, ſhe is by no 


means to blame for wiſhing to return into the 


country. The death of Lord Gowrie, and 


the Duke's illneſs, muſt have made Melton | 
Houſe a true ſcene of mourning,” = 
The draper could not bear to hear any | 

| body take the part of this abſurd old wo- 
man, as he called her: he was beſides jea- 


lous of every one whom he thought likely to 


become a favourite, even in his own family; 


for there was ſuch a ſtrong ſpice of ſpite 
and avarice in his diſpoſition, he thought 
every one's intereſt claſhed with his own. 
But 2 his ſon Cary and he not likely 


to 
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to agree, he gave up the diſpute, ſwore he 
was only in jeſt, and that the old girl had 
ſome damned good points about her and 
took his leave with his dear Robert. 
On her return home, Mrs. Studeville 
ſpent an hour in the Duke's room, and aſ- 
ſured him his lovely boy ſhould be her ſole 
care and amuſement till he was able to join 
them; and entreated both him and the 
Earl, who was preſent, would come down as 
ſoon as it would be ſafe for the Duke 
to travel. Next morning, between nine and 
ten, ſhe left Melton Houſe, attended by 
Lord Fortroſe and Miſs Vernon; they 
reached the Court the ſecond evening; and 
the following morning the old lady went to 
fetch the young Marquis, with whom, and 
her niece, ſhe proceeded the ſame day to 
Newnham Hall, where ſhe found letters 
juſt arrived, containing the 7 leaſing intelli- 
gence that the Duke continued in a fair 
way of doing well. On the Friday follow- 
ing her departure, the remains of Lord Gow- 
rie were ſent to be depoſited in the family 
7 6.74 ey vault, 
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vault, among his anceſtors. His ſervants 
received a year's wages, and were all diſ- 
charged by the Earl's deſire; his houſe, fur- 
niture, horſes, carriage, &c. were all diſpoſed 
of, to obliterate, if poſſible, the remembrance 
that ſuch a wretch had ever exiſted | Melli- 


font, at his Lordſhip's requeſt, took up his 


abode at Melton Houſe, and had a ſuf- 
ficient income aſſigned him to enable him 
to appear becoming the heir to an Earldom; 
and ſtood next to his beloved grandſon in 
the old Peer's favour and good opinion. 


pa rs Trot we. ah hoe ot he om 8 4 


. 


_ TUB; sein. 33 


N EWNHAM Fall was within a mile of 
the town of that name; it was a fine ancient 

ſtructure, and ſtood in a very extenſive well- | 
wooded park. The back front of the houſe 
was about - four hundred yards from that 
fine part of the Severn, near a mile broad at 


this place, and ſo truly beautiful at high 


water. The intervening ſpace between the 


| houſe and the river, was particularly well 


laid out, and diverſiſieck by various ſmall 
ſhrubberies, and clamps of larger trees; near 
the water's edge Was a handſome temple, 

"© where 


1 A237)» 
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where Mrs. Studeville ſometimes Wen her 
tea, becauſe Sir Yelverton had built the 
little retreat, and was very partial to the 
proſpect it afforded. There were three rooms 
on the ground floor that looked towards 
the Severn; the beſt of which had a half 
id glass door, that ſeemed a window when ſhut, 
and opened upon the lawn. This had al- 
ways been the old lady's favourite room; 
and ſhe never, except at meals, ſat in any 
other, as the young Marquis was very fond 
of running in and out by means of this door, 
andd ſhe ſeldom loſt fight of him more than 
no and then among the ſhrubberies. She 
had been at Newnham about a week, when 

one delightful evening, juſt as the ſun was 
going down, while herſelf, Miſs Vernon, 
and the Marquis, were ſeated in this very 
room, the windows and doors of which had 
been opened that they might enjoy the fine 
breeze from the water, Mr. Chambers Was 
announced. The old lady was in ſome 
reſpects prepared for this viſit, though not 
the more welcome. However, ſhe was glad 
* . 
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| ſhe had no company, and deſired Geoffry to 
ſhew him in. The draper was in his tra- 


velling dreſs, and began, the moment he en- 
tered, to beg pardon for having taken the 


liberty of coming in boots, but he was going 


into Wales, and could not think of paſſing 


Newnham Hall without ſtopping to alk his 
| honoured, relation how: ſhe did; he only 
meant to ſtop half an hour, as he ſhould 


find an excellent bed at the King's Arms at 
Newnham.. He then hoped the old lady 
had enjoyed her health ſince they parted ; 


and told Grace ſhe looked as roly as a 
country milk - maĩd. Mrs. Studeville en- 
quired after his family, particularly Mr. and. 


Mrs. Cary, and told him, if he could make 
it convenient, ſhe had a bed very much at 
his ſervice for the night. He accepted this 


kind offer, as he termed it, with a profuſion 


of thanks; and then aſked how the Duke 


did, and if he was likely to get the better 


of his complaint. Mrs. Studeville gave him 


a look to ſtop him from making farther re- 
marks, as the Marquis did not know his 


c 6 _ - "Grace 
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Grace was ill. Lie bad aſked: why Mrs. 
Studeville and Miſs Vernon were in mourn- 
ing when he firſt ſaw them, and the old 
lady did not ſcruple to inform bim Eord 
Gowrie was dead; but was particularly 
Careful not to let him ſuppoſe any thing was 
the matter with his ſather, who was generally 
the theme of his diſcourſe, and to prevent 
the draper from aſking more queſtions, or 
tiring her patience with his fulſome comph- 
ments, ſhe inquired what news there was in 
town; and, though not fond of the ſubject, 
ſtarted politics. Mifs Vernon left them 
the- d tete for a quarter of an hour before 
candles were brought in, and Alfred con- 
tinued as uſual to run in and out. When 
Miſs Vernon returned, Mrs. Studeville in- 
quired, if ſhe did not think it time for the 
Marquis to go to bed. Miſs Vernon ſaid, 
it was not late, and the thought it would be 
4 pity to prevent him from enjoying ſo fine 
an evening. So ſaid the draper; who ob- 
ſerved, that children ſeldom went to ſleep 
if they went to bed by day- light. Where 

Wl. is 


LESLIE. ER LES RE ERTIES: EEE ohne bbs 


{ 


Gw Fu Ww 


nk SICILEAN 9 
is he, ſaid Mrs. Studeville, 4 did he go with 


you, Grace?” 


„ No, Ma'am,” ſhe replied. 

Mr. Chambers ſaid he ſaw him only two 
or three minutes before ſhe came in, at play, 
cloſe to the windows. Miſs Vernon fat 
down; and-Mr. Chambers told them a ſtory 
of a moſt 'daring robbery committed in a 
gentleman's houſe only a-few hundred yards 
from his country box. The thieves had 
tied two ſervants hand and foot, and carried 
off a great quantity- of plate, and a lage 
ſum of ready money. Juſt as this ſtory 
was concluded, lights were brought in, and 
Mrs. Studeville/faid, the Marquis ought not 
to ſtay out any longer, as the dew began to 
fall, and told the ſervant, who was preparing 
to ſhut the windows, to call him in. The 
young gentleman did not anſwer. © Oh! 


he is at bis fun,” ſaid Mr. Chambers, „he 


wants to make ſomebody come and hunt 
for him, ſo thinks to frighten them by ſtart- 
ing from behind ſome of the ſhrubs.“ 

18 2b er This 
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This was ſo natural a conjecture, the 01d 
lady deſired the ſervant to walk forward and 
ſee for him. The man did ſo, repeatedly 
calling as he advanced; but returned in a 
ſhort time to tell he could neither fee nor 
hear any thing of his Lordſhip. Mr. 
Chambers proteſted he had ſeen him not 
more than ten minutes or a quarter of an 
hour before. Mrs. Studeville roſe, laying, 
« I will ſeek him myſelf ; I can't bear to 
loſe ſight of him ſo long, particularly at 
this time of night.“ She took hold of Mr, 
Chambers arm, and accompanied by Miſs 
Vernon, walked out; called him at inter- 
vals, and the draper kept repeating, * Aye, 
aye, I ſhall find you.“ But they reached 
the farther end of the lawn without ſeeing 
any thing of him; and Mrs. Studeville hur- 


rĩied back to the houſe extremely alarmed, 
though ſhe thought he had gone in pri- 


vately by way of prolonging their ſearch, but 
he was not in any of the rooms. The bell 
was now rung, and inquiries made, but no 
one had feen the young gentleman ; ; and in 
a few 
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a few minutes 4 moſt ſerious alarm moe + 
throughout the houſe, The ſervants were 
ordered into the pleaſure grounds, and de- 
fired to look behind every buſh and tree. 
Mrs. Studeville, ſupported by Mr; Cham- 
bers, would affiſt in the ſearch; The 
draper did all he could to keep up her 
ſpitits, and encouraged her to hope each 
ſycceeding moment would put an end to her 
ſuſpenſe; but they now even reached the 
temple, which ſtood at the fartheſt ex- 
tremity, without gaining any intelligence of 
the fugitivo. The draper confeſſed that he 
began to be ſtaggered, and neither knew 
what to think or adviſe, Sure in God,” 
faid he; after a moment's pauſe, « he has 
not attempted to go down to the water, and 
fallen in.” No one could" believe he had, 
as he was always very cautious how he ap- 
proached the river; the tide was running 
down, Geoffry ſaid, but it was now too 
dark to diſcern footſteps, and cautioned his 
fellow ſervants not to advance till a hght 
was procured : ſeveral were ſoon brought, 
and 


. 
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Here is the footing of a woman, and that 
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and the old butler examined the path down 
to the water; which, as he obſerved, always 
left ſuch a ſediment before it was ſwept away 


aſter the tide had been in, that footſteps were 
very viſible. In a few ſeconds be exclaimed, 


of a man!] but 1 don't ſee the print of a 


ſmaller foot. His Lordſhip. has been car- 
ried off it is my opinion, or his e 


would have been equally diſcernible: ſee 


here are the marks of a man and woman's 


ſhoes both ways.“ 
Mrs. Studeville fainted, 550 was carvided 


back to the houſe between Mr. Chambers 


and two of the maid ſeryatits : Miſs Vernon 
followed her; but Geoffry, by her orders, 
continued his ſearch. When he came near 
the water's edge, he ſaw various marks which 
convinced him a boat had been faſtened 


7 there, and the footſteps of people, having got 
in and out, were very plain; and with this 


news. they returned to the hokfe, juſt as 
Mrs. Studeville was beginning to recover. 


4 He is drowned then at laſt!” ſaid ſhe, 
and 
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and fell into another fit more' alarming than 
the firſt. The moment ſhe once more re- 
covered her ſenſes, Mr. Chambers aſſured 
her it could not be. Bat her fits ſucceeded 
each other ſo rapidly, ſhe was forced to be 
carried into the dreſſing- room, and' left 
under the care of Miſs Vernon, Mrs. Wilſon, 
and the houſekeeper, till medical affiſtance 
quid be procured. Mr. Chambers now 
called a council of all the ſervants, and 
offered his advice in this terrible dilemma. 
If the ſweet fellow had been carried .off by 
force, the people, whoever they were, had 
moſt likely croſſed the water; indeed, if 
they had meant to have travelled on this ide, 
they would not have had recourſe to a boat; 
he was therefore, in his opinion, upon the 
road to London. Vet he thought every 
different road ought to be taken on both 
ſides the Severn. He would be one of the 
firſt ; but thoſe who were moſt able to bear 
fatigue, had better croſs the water, and make 
for Briſtol, where he hoped they would be 
able to come up with the abominable 

9 wretches. 


. road might forward, or leave at Neville 
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wretches. Miss Vernon was, immediately 
ſeut tor, and informed of the orders he had 
given, and that ſhe might be able to aſſure 
Mis. Studeville not a ſtone ſhould be left 
unturned, the draper ſaid, to diſcover the 
culprits. Miſs. Vernon was half frantic ; 
the ſituation of ber aunt grew more danger- 
- ous every moment; and the loſs of this 
child, which might, ſhe thought, at ſuch a 
ceriſis, prove the death of his father, inde- 
pendent of the love ſhe bore the little fellow, 
was truly dreadful. She urged Mr. Cham- 
bers and the ſervants not to loſe a moment 
in purſuit of the much-regretted Alfred, and 

ſaid he would write a few lines to Lord 
Fortroſe, which -whoever took the Briſtol 


Houle. A very good thought agreed the 
draper, ordering the horſes to be ſaddled, 
while Miſs Vernon wrote her very ſhort and 
rather incoherent letter. She ſtated the 
melancholy event in as few words as poſſible, 
and implored his Lordſhip's ſpeedy advice 
and affiſtance, as, ſetting aſide his and Mr. 

| Neville's 
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Neville's regard for the Duke, ſhe was very 
ſure her aunt would not ſurvive the hock 
three days if the child was not found. 

By ten o'clock there was not a man ſer- 
vant left in the houle, and large donations 
were offered at Newnham to whoever would 


aſſiſt in the ſearch ; to which was added the 


aſſurance, that the fortunate perſon ſhould 
be moſt liberally rewarded. This incite- 
ment had the deſired effect, and every man 
capable of riding, who could get a horſe, 
ſet out different roads. The ſearch was con- 


tinued the whole night; in the morning the = 


tired purfuers began to return, as no one 


had gained the leaſt intelligence to induce 
chem to perſevere in their journey; and 
each hoped ſome one had been more fortu- 
W tuiate than himſeif. By twelve o'clock 


every one was come in, lamenting their ill 
ſucceſs. Mr. Chambers, who was one of the 
laſt, ſwore he had rode more than fifty miles 
himſelf, and had inquired at every town or 
village upon the borders of the Severn for 
8 | | twenty 
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eventy: miles; hd therefore began to think 
the boat belonged to ſome veſſel that lay in 
King's Road perhaps, and the child might, 
by this time, be out of the Channel. Mrs. 
Studeville had been put to bed; her fits 
were become leis frequent; but they had 
left a languid weakneſs, almoſt incapacitating 
her from ſpeaking, and the few words ſhe 
did utter, were lamentations to think ſhe 
had ever undertaken ſuch a charge ! ſome 
baneful-planetary influence, ſhe was now con- 
vinced, thus accumulated the misfortunes 
of the Melton family. How was the ſhock- 
ing news to be divulged to the Duke? She 
ſhould have his death to anſwer for, as well 
as the loſs of the child, and the Earl would 
not long ſurvive: him. Thus did various 
imaginary evils contribute to depreſs every 
hope Miſs Vernon tried to inſpire her with. 
Several other ſchemes were in agitation, 
when Lord Fortroſe arrived. Mr. Cham- 
bers and Miſs Vernon entered into every 


ID detail, and Informed his Lordſhip 
| of 


nk 


rs. 
Its 


of every ee tep that ad 
been taken; and entreated his advice az to 


what future plan they, ought to purſue. A 


moſt extraordinary affair, his Lordſhip ſaid; 
ſtill he had great hopes the child was very 
ſafe wherever he was ;—were they ſure. they 
had ſeen a woman's foot? Geoftiy, was ſent 
for to confirm this part of the information. 
Then I own,” ſaid his Lord(hip, I can- 
not think the child has fallen into very bad 
hands, nor that any deſigns againſt his life 
are entertained—an idea that ought to afford 
Mrs. Studeville ſome conſolat ion, as I: am | 
ſure it will the Duke ; at the lame time, 
it is truly diftretung : yet a child of the 
Marquis's age and ſuperior underſtanding, 
cannot remain concealed long, if he.1 LE in 
England.” 

The lady: who had ſo a m 
Alfred u n the Downs, ſtruck Lord Forr 
troſe as being at the bottom of this myſte- 
rious affair. She had always endeavoured 
to avoid being ſeen by the Duke, and ſhe 
might Ne : ſome reaſons for her ſtrange be- 


haviour, 
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| haviour, which he, Lord Fortroſe, was not 


aware of, However, his Lordſhip thought 
it would not prove an Herculean labour to 
diſcover who ſhe was, by the deſcription he 
ſhould be able-to give of her perſon, age, 
_ Tivery, &c. at the Wells. The firſt thing 
he meant to do, was to draw up a band-bill, 
which he would have immediately printed 
and diſtributed in all the neighbouring 
counties, by which means the large' reward 
he meant to affix would be generally talked 
of, and muſt infallibly, in his opinion, lead 
to ſome diſcovery. Miſs Vernon ſaid, Mrs. 
Studeville had authorized her to promiſe 
ten thouſand pounds to whoever reſtored 
che child. I think half that ſum will be 
a ſufficient tetnptation for any of the in- 
ferior accomplices in ſuch a plot,” ſaid his 
__ Lordſhip ; * the principals are, moſt likely, 
people of property, and hardly any bribe 
we could offer might induce them to er 
up the little fellow,” 
M.ils Vernon begged pardon for differing 
from his Lord(hip ; but entreated what her 


- aunt 
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aunt had Bed,” might be inſerted in the 


bills, as it would make her more eaſy. Mr. 
Chambers, too, thought it would be better 
to promile a good round ſum at once, leſt 
the people might keep back in hopes of 
4 larger bribe; adding, He ſuppoſed the 
Duke would offer fitty n if . 
affSrd it.“. 

« His Grace could, 1 may atem, double 
the ſum you mention, or would treble it (or 
Lam very much deceived)- were ſuch an 
offer the ſooner likely to reſtore his ſon to 


his arms. However, Iwill now write what 1 


wich to have printed, and then to Neville, 
who muſt break the news to Lord Melton, 
and take ſuch further ſteps as the Earl, in 


whoſe ſuperior judgment I place great hopes, 


may think neceſſary. At all events, I ſhall 
defire Frank to come down under ſome pre- 
tence or other... He may ſay I am ill; for 


I would not adviſe the Duke ſhouldybe in- 


formed of his loſs at preſent ; but that mat- 
ter Liball refer to che Earl,” 2799 A 
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If your Lord(hi pi pleaſes, faid Mr. 
Chambem, will carry your letter to your 
ſon. My, own buſineſs is of no conſequence; 
and I ſhall be able to explain all how and 
- about it to Lord Melton; and Iam ſure 1 
would ride to the world's end at any time to 
ſerve Mrs, Studeville or any of her friends. 

The Viſcount thanked. him for his offer, 
which he readily accepted (as he could refer 
both the Earl and Neville: to the draper for 
particulars), and ſat don immediately to wits 
the bill he meant to have diſtributed, and 
his letter. In the firſt he deſcribed; the 
child very accurately, where he was ſpirited, 
or forced away from, with every other 
detail he thought likely to lead ta a diſ- 
covery of his retreat. He then vrote to 
his fon, ſtated the heads of every thing and 
referred him to Mr. Chambers for the reſt; 
incloſed a copy of the hand- bill, and con- 
cluded, that he meant to ſend to every port 
from Briſtol, to the Land's End, to requeſt 
the e would have all outward- 
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bound veſſels ſearched previous to their 
failing ;; and intreated Neville would haſten 
to Newnham to aſſiſt in their; reſearches; 
Mr. Chambers ſet out immediately in 2 
poſt-chaiſe” for London; and the Viſcount 


went up ſtairs to Mrs. Studeville, and tried 


to inſpire her with more fortitude” and 
greater hopes than he ſet out with for 
Briſtol, Early the next morning, he 'made 
enquiries concerning every veſſel which had 
leſt that port during the two preceding days; 


none but coaſters had ſailed, and there were | 
no Italian, Spaniſh, or Dutch ſhips in the 


harbotir, nor traders bound for any port 
in the Mediterranean. The hand-bills were 


lent to every neighbouring town and village, 


and expreſſes were diſpatched to every ſea- 
port in Dorſetſhire, Devonſhire, and Corn- 


wall. His Lordſhip next went to Clifton; 


he deſcribed the lady he ſo ſtrongly 


ſuſpected of being concerned in this ſtrange 


affair, who he learnt was a Counteſs, and a 
widow ; but ſoon began to fear he had been 
too precipitate in his conjectures, as he 

VOL. II. 'D | found 
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found the was ſtill at Clifton. He en- 


quired whether ſhe had been at home on 
the evening the child was miſſing, and was 


anſwered in the affirmative ; and that the 
few ſervants ſhe had brought with her, had 


never left her for any length of time ſince 
her arrival. His Lordſhip would have. been 


much more ſatisfied had he learnt ſhe was 


gone ; becauſe in her hands he would have 
thought the child comparatively ſafe to 


" what he now dared to hope. However, 


having taken every ſtep he thought at all 
likely to lead to' a ſolution of this impene- 
trable myſtery, he haſtened back the follow- 
ing day to Newnham, whither any intelli 
gence that might tranſpire reſpecting the 
child was to be conveyed, and was almoſt 
in hopes he ſhould find his young favourite 


there upon his return; but not even the 


ſlighteſt trace had been yet diſcovered of the 
road that the people, ſuppoſed to have forced 
bim away, bad taken. Mrs, Studeville ſtill 
kept her bed, and declared ſhe ſhould never 
leave it again; indeed ſhe no longer wiſhed 

2 to 
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to live, for how could ſhe ever look the Duke 


in the face? Again ſhe bewailed the fatality 


that hung over the Melton family, who, ſhe 
was convinced, would all come to ſome. nn- 
timely. end. The child, ſhe had not a 
doubt, had been drowned } the Duke had 
ſome ſecret enemies, who had followed him 
to England. He was moſt probably looked 
upon as a foreigner at Naples. Perhaps 
ſome other branch of the St. Severino family, 
thought he had deprived them of what was 
their right. She firmly believed his other 
ſon had, ere this, periſhed in the ſame unfor- 
tunate manner. The Italians were the moſt 
art ful, the moſt cruel, and the moſt revenge · 
ful ſet of people upon earth; and his Grace 
might find himſelf diſpoſſeſſed of all his eſtates 
before his return. Lord Fortroſe, in vain, 


tried to reaſon her out of theſe abſurd no- 


tions; aſſuring her, eitber the Earl of Mel - 
ton or himſelf ran as much riſk of being de- 
prived of their eſtates, as his Grace did of 
being diſpoſſeſſed of his maternal inheritance: 
as, independent of his being in the ſervice 
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of, * one of the particular Atyornitcs of 
| the King of Naples, he was the only remain- 
ing ſurvivor of both the St. Severino and 
Ferra” a families. Beſides admitting for a 
moment, improbable as they were, the 
poſſibility of her conjectures, the perſon or 
perſons, though he was convinced no ſuch 
exiſted, who wiſhed to deprive his Grace of 
bis titles and eſtates, would certainly have 
endeavoured to have deſtroyed him before 
he married, or before the late Duke's death; 
but ſhe might rely upon his word, that Fc 
man was ſo generally or deſervedly reſpected 
and beloved, both at Naples and in Sicily, 
as the Duke di Ferrara, whoſe right and 
title to the eſtates in his poſſeſſion were fo un- 


queſtionable, that none but mad men would 


venture to diſpute it. Miſs Vernon, thus 
. ſupported, argued to the ſame purpoſe ; 
but all in vain. The old lady thanked 
them for their endeavours to confole her, 
but perſiſted in her former opinion, not- 
withſtanding the Viſcount, in ſupport of his 
allegations, brought forward the late pub- 
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lic renunciation the Duke had inde of 
his right to the Melton eſtates in behalf of 
Captain Mellifont. That was only a proof 
of his generoſity, ſhe faid, and none that 
her conjectures were ill founded. To argue 
longer with a perſon predetermined not to 
be convinced, the Viſcount thought would 
be abſurd, and merely fatigue the poor old 
lady: he therefore . conſigned her to the 
care of Miſs Vernon, after promiſing not 
to leave the Hall, at leaſt tal his _ ar- 
rived. 
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By twelve o'clock next day, Mr, Neville 
reached Newnham, dreading a diſappoint- 
ment, yet hoping ſome intelligence might 
have . been gained concerning the child be- 
fore his arrival. Lord Fortroſe received him 
with joy, and anxiouſly enquired how the 
Duke was. Not fo well recovered as his 
friends could wiſh,” ſaid Neville; „the Earl 
is half diſtracted, and would not have the 
news come to his Grace's knowledge, if it 
| was poſſible to prevent it, for any ſum, 
His Lordſhip had waited upon the Mini- 


fters, and all -the Ambaſſadors ; therefore, 
whether 


JE THE | SICILIAN, [1 
whether the child was in England or not, he 
mult and ſhould be found 1” Both the Earl 
and he had ſeen Mr. Chambers, and each 
bad queſtioned him a great deal : the old 
fellow ſeemed more hurt than they could 
have expected; but judging every. body by 
his own ſtandard, he thought if his Lord- 
ſhip offered fifty thouſand pounds reward, 

that would bring the child to light if he was 
above ground; and if he was not found in 

a few days, he would ſet out once more in 
ſearch of bim: however, this was all talk, as 
Neville obſerved, and merely to diſplay his 
zeal. That every method that could be de- 
viſed to facilitate the diſcovery arid recovery 
of the child, had been taken, and ultimately, 
he thought, muſt prove ſucceſsful. _ : - , 
As ſoon as Mrs. Studeville was informed 
Mr. Neville was arrived, ſhe begged to. ſee 
him. The firſt enquiry, like that of Lord 
Fortroſe, was after the Duke's health. He 
had not been very well for the laſt day or 
two, he told her, owing to his confinement 
and the heat of the weather; but was bet- 
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ter when he had taken leave of him the 
evening before. © Ne won't ſurvive his loſs 
any more than myſelf,” 

Mr. Neville endeavoured to eradicate 

this notion from her mind, by affuring her, 

« None of his Grace's medical attendants 

thought him in the ſlighteſt danger.” 

« -Wiſer men than they had been miſ- 


taken,“ ſhe ſaid; © Sir Yelverton was not 


thought in any danger at firſt, No one ex- 
peed Lord Gowrie would be dead before 
morning, when they had taken leave of bim 
over night; but admitting his Grace did 


recover, more misfortunes might await him"? | 


repeating what ſhe had ſaid to Lord Fortroſe. 
Neville made uſe of the ſame arguments 


his father had done with no better ſuccets ; 


though be, in addition to what the Viſcount 
had- ſaid, mentioned his Grace having re- 
- ceived letters' from ſeveral of his Italian 

friends only the day before, and that they all 
ſeemed far more inclined to haſten his return, 
than to endeavour (were ſuch a thing practi- 
cable, which was by no means the caſe) to 


make 
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make him an exile for life: and the young 
Count Roger was in excellent health and 


ſpirits at Palermo, Signora Leontini had in- 
formed the Duke. All this might be, Mrs. 
Studeville replied ; ſtill ſhe was by no means 
convinced of the fallacy of the notions ſhe 
had imbibed, and proteſted, whatever might 
be the Duke's feelings upon the occafion, 
ſhe ſhould never ſurvive the ſhock ſhe had 
ſuſtained. I feel myſelf very weak already; 
have you any wiſh to oblige me? Only 


put me to the teſt, my dear Ma'am,” faid 


Neville, © but let me entreat you would not 
ſuffer ſuch gloomy ideas to prey upon your 
mind. I truſt, nay, I hardly entertain a 
doubt, but the Duke's darling boy will be 
reſtored to his arms; your giving way to 
deſpatr will certainly not haſten that event; 
therefore, for the ſake of your numerous 
friends, ſummon all your fortitude to your 
aſſiſtance. Should the worſt we can dread 
have befallen the lovely fellow, his Grace has 


yet ſome conſolation in ſtore for him ; but 
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I prognoſticate our preſent rms. will 
ſoon be changed Into rejoicing.” 
„ God fend it may, Mr. Neville! but 1 
ſhall not be ſpared to participate in the 
general felicity. What I mean to ſay is this: 
You have, with mine and your father's con- 
ſent, paid your addreſſes to my beloved 
niece ; and I own I ſhould wiſh to leave her 
under your's and the Viſcount's protection.“ 
6] truſt, my dear Mu'am, Miſs Vernon 
is convinced ſhe will make me the happieſt 
of men, would ſhe condeſcend to accompany 
me this momeat to the altar. Your kind 
wiſh will induce me to preſs my ſuit, and 
her defire to oblige you may plead — 
in my behalf.” 
Theold ky feebl} ſrhiled, ard putting out 
her hand, which he raifed to his lips, told 
him ſhe would ſee bim again in the even- 
| ing if ſhe found herſelf able to converſe with 
him. Miſs Vernon did not chuſe, by what 
ſhe would have thought ill- timed affectation, 
to interrupt her aunt. Mr. Neville was no 
7 romantic 
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1 romantic lover ; but their eſteem for each 
| other was mutual: therefore, if their im- 
[ mediate union would afford the old lady one 
: moment's conſolation, ſhe thought all idle 


punctilio ought to be waved in Mrs. Stude- 


1 Mr. Neville out of the room; and with a 
+ naivets that did her the utmoſt honour in 
„ her lover's eyes, gave him her reaſons for 


complying with the requeſt ſhe was prepared 
to grant; and then returned to her aunt, in 


fatisfation. Neville, on his fide, imparted 


Miſs Vernon, and himſelf, to Lord For- 
troſe; who faw numerous advantages likely 
to ariſe to his ſon from complying with the 
old lady's reaſonable deſires. In conſe- 


ceſter; and having made every neceſſary 
arrangement reſpecting a licence, which was 
to be forwarded early the next morning to 
Newnham, they returned thither almoſt be- 
fore they had been miſſed. In the evening 
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ville's ſituation. She readily accompanied 


hopes her communications might afford her 


what had paſſed between Mrs. Studeville, 


quence, they ſet out immediately for Glou- 
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_ Neville had another interview with the old 


lady, who ſeemed infinitely gratified when 
ſhe learnt where Lord Fortroſe and him- 
ſelf had-been. She declared (he had given 
up all hopes of ever ſeeing the young Mar- 
quis again; and as ſhe wiſhed to make a 
few alterations in her will (if it pleaſed God 
to ſpare her for a day or two longer), ſhe in- 
treated her dear nephew. elect, as ſhe called 
Mr. Neville, would immediately ſend an 
expreſs to Briſtol. for Mr. Naſh, her Soli- 
citor, with whom her will was lodged ; and 
to write him orders to come prepared with 
freſh materials, as the paper in his poſſeſſion 
would not admit of the alterations ſhe pro- 
poſed inſerting. It would have been as 
uſeleſs to have argued with her upon this 
point as concerning the fears ſhe entertained 
for the Duke. Beſides, Neville thought 
humouring her might prove of more ſervice, 
than affecting not to believe ber in any 
danger; yet, as he repeatedly told Mis 
Verpon, ſo few people died of grief, that he 
truſted Mrs. Studeville would not increaſe 

the 
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the number. | One of the grooms was diſ- 
patched for Mr, Naſh, who was called out 


of bed, returned with the meſſenger, and 


—_— Newnham Hall nearly at the ſame 
time with the licence; that is, between nine 
and ten next morning. Mrs. Studeville 
was informed of both circumſtances by Mrs. 
Tabitha Wilſon. She declared her mind 
was now comparatively at eaſe to hat it had 


been, for though ber frength failed, her 


ſpirits were {lill good. She would. intreat 


Lord Fortroſe, Mr. Neville, and | Miſs 


Vernon, who were at breakfaſt, to come up 
ſtairs as ſoon as they had finiſhed. They 


inſtantly. obeyed the ſummons, when, ad- 
drefling the Viſcount, the old lady thus 
began: Lour ſon has already informed 
you ot my wiſhes, my Lord, to ſee him 
united to my beloved niece before I leave 
this world for a better. They ſhall have 
no reaſon to repent the readineſs they have 
ſhewn to oblige me; and I truſt your Lord- 
ſhip: will be equally ſatisfied. You will 
Preſent my dear Grace to your ſon, my 

ion 8 Lord. 
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Lord. Go to church, my dear children, 
and plight thoſe vows I am not able to wit- 
neſs; but my beſt wiſhes will follow you, 
and when you return, you ſhall receive my 
blefling. Mr. Naſh and Wilſon will attend 
you; you vill require no more witneſſes. 
Your wedding-day will not afford a ſcene 
of feſtivity ; but I hope every ſucceeding 

anniverſary will be hailed with joy, and en- 
- livened by the preſence of your friends and 
acquaintance. Fare you well for the pre- 
ſent ! May every bliſs this world and the 
next affords, be the portion of- bay be- 
loved girl!“ 

The tears trickled- down her cheeks 
while ſhe embraced Miſs Vernon, | whoſe 
ayes had long glittered and now overflowed, 
notwithſtanding the efforts ſhe made to re- 
ſtrain her grief. Lord Fortroſe was alfo 
- ſo much affected he with difficulty concealed 
his emotion; while he endeavoured, as well 
as his ſon, to conſole the truly afflicted 
Grace. They proceeded. immediately to 
church, and. the ceremony, from various 

. motives, 
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motives, ' ſeemed doubly folema. At any 
other time Mrs. Wilſon's looks would have 
excited mirth ; ſhe had never been a bride- 
maid before, and notwithſtanding her miſ- 
treſs's illneſs, had adorned herſelf ia her beſt 
filk gown, to do honour to the new married 


coupts. Ste went ub te Mis. -Studevill 


the moment they returned, and had the poor 
ſpinſter been diſpoſed to liſten, would have 


entered into a thouſand details; but ſhe _ 


being far more anxious to ſee the bride and 
bridegroom than to attend to Tabitha's re- 
marks, being raiſed up with pillows, and 


having taken a few drops, requeſted to ſee 


them, They knelt by her bed - ide, and 
received her fervent and ſolemn benediction. 
Having wiſhed them joy in the moſt ex- 
preſſive manner, ſhe diſmiſſed them, deſirous 


to have a private conference with Mr. Naſh, 


who was next uſhered into her bed-room, 
where they remained in conference three 
hours or more, till Mrs. Studeville became 
quite exhauſted ; ſhe''then/ tried to get a 
little reſt, having told the lawyer ſhe ſhould 

I lee 
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ſee him again in the evening, when he was 
again ſhut up with her for upwards of two 
hours, and the greateſt part of the next day, 
for ſhe was all anxiety to complete her will, 
and had fainted ſeyeral times during the ar- 
duous taſk ſhe ĩimpoſed upon herſelf: and Mr. 
Naſh affured Lord Fortroſe, on the ſecond 
evening; he did not think Mrs, Studeville 
was long for this world. She gave way to 
the moſt immoderate and almoſt irrational 
grief for the loſs of this child, which ſhe 
ſeemed to think was only the forerunner of 
ſome ſtill more dreadful calamity that 
| threatened the Duke di Ferrara; as, ſhe had 
not a doubt but the perſon who had con- 
cealed himſelf in his room with an intention 
to murder him, was at the bottom of the 
child's diſappearance, and would, of courſe, 
never reſt till be had alſo Wp deen his 
- firſt deſign. 

As Mrs. Studeville had told this 5. 
with various comments and additions which 
 Wilfon had collected; and as it was very 
* none of Lord Melton's ſervants be- 

lieved 
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I lived the attempt was made by a common 


houſebreaker, the attorney ſeriouſly aſked 
his Lordſhip” and Neville, whether they 
thought there was any real foundation for 
ſuch ſuſpicions ? 

As both the Viſcount ad his fon had 
little doubt who the real villain was, and 
after communicating their thoughts to each 
other the day after the accident, found they 
perfectly coincided, they did not ſcruple to 
aſſure Mr. Naſh that Mrs. Studeville's con- 
jectures were certainly erroneous, and that 
they had endeavoured to confute ſome other 
equally abſurd fears ſhe entertained reſpect- 
ing the Nobleman in queſtion. That tbe 
loſs of the child was a ſtrangely unaccount- 
able event, but was by no means connected 
with the attempt upon the Duke. During 
the following day the will was completed; 
the moſt material part, the old lady would 
write herſelf, to render it the more clearly 
authentic. Two phyſicians, who attended 
her, and a ſurgeon and apothecary from 
Newnbam, were preſent when ſhe ſigned it, 

that 
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that they might be able to affirm ſhe was in 

ber perfect ſenſes, in caſe any diſpute aroſe. 
Lord Fortroſe by no means' blamed theſe 
precautions, as acts of that import cannot 
be too ſolemnly atteſted, 


| ; CHAP, V. | 


A. WEEK had now pla Gnce- Alfred 
was miſfing, and notwithſtanding the hand- 
bills bad been ſtuck upand diſtributed in every 
town and village within fifty miles of Newn- 
ham, and advertiſements inſerted in every 
town and country newſpaper, not a ſingle 
perſon yet appeared to claim the now offered 
reward, ſhould their intelligence merely 


aſcertain the rout thoſe baſe robbers had 
taken. 
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taken. At times even the Viſcount and 
Mr. and Mrs. Neville were tempted to be- 
lieve the child was really drowned, as the 


old lady continued to ſuppoſe. Then 
would not the body have been found? As 


this was not the caſe, they ſtill entertained 
hopes. Every poſt brought letters either 
from the Earl or Captain Mellifont; Mrs. 
Neville, of courſe, would not leave her aunt, 


and the Viſcount ſtaid at that lady's par- 
ticular requeſt, to bear the young couple 


company. They had the conſolat ion to 
learn the Duke recovered daily, but was 


ſtill in total ignorance of the melancholy 


event at Newnham. He as yet only ven- 
tured on an airing. The Earl took care 
not to let him ſee a newſpaper, but he be- 
gan to be very anxious to leave London; 
therefore, as the Earl obſerved, it would be 
impoſſible to keep him in the dark much 


longer; and his Lordſhip declared, he hardly 


cloſed hiseyes, or enjoyed a moment's peace, 
from the continual dread he entertained of 
ſome unforeſeen accident bringing on a pre- 

| mature 
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mature diſcovery of his Grace's irreparable 
loſs; that he had begun to ſhew uneaſi- 
neſs at Mrs. Studeville's long ſilence, which 
the Earl had, in ſome meaſure, accounted 
for, by telling him ſhe was confined _ a 
bad cold. | 

Meſſengers had now been Aiſpatched 
to every extremity of the kingdom, 
and little elſe but this ftrange affair was 
| talked of in every great town; and the 
large rewards induced hundreds of indivi- 
duals, totally unacquainted with the Duke, 
to intereſt themſelves in his behalf. Not a 
ftranger or child could paſs any where with- 
out being ſtrictly ſcrutinized; as hitherto 
nothing had led either the Earl or any of the 
Duke's friends to believe the child had been 
carried abroad. At the Neapolitan Ambaſ- 
ſador's requeſt, no veſſels, likely to have had 
him on board, had ſailed before the ſtricteſt 
ſearch was ſet on foot concerning every pal- 
ſenger embarked for any part of Europe. 
The young nn was a ſubject of his 


monarch 
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monarch — he was therefore authorized 
officially to demand ſuch a ſcrutiny,” 


Meanwhile Mr. Naſh: remained at the 


Hall, leſt Mrs. Studeville ſhould want to 
make any alterations in her will; 
might be the caſe, ſhe ſaid, ſhould the Mar- 
quis be very ſpeedily found. However, on 
the twelfth day after her firſt attack, ſhe 
grew ſo much worſe, and her fits became fo 
frequent and ſo long, that her two phyſicians 
pronounced her to be in imminent danger. 
She was perfectly ſenſible of her ſituation, 
and ſent for Lord Fortroſe and Mr. Neville, 
without whoſe advice ſhe could not now 
take a ſtep; and aſked them very ſeriouſly 
whether they believed the Duke would ever 
forgive her? and if they thought he was 
able to travel? They had very little doubt 
of either they aſſured her; as the laſt ac- 
counts received of his health, were of the 
moſt favourable nature; but as yet he was 
unacquainted with what had happened. 
The poor old lady ſighed deeply; then 
told them, it would afford her infinite ſatis- 
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faction to ſee his Grace once more, that ſhe 
might offer up her laſt prayers: for the re- 
ſtoration of his ſon in his preſence. Indeed, 
were it poſſible, ſhe ſhould wiſh to take a 
_ * laſt farewell of all her friends and relations; 
though ſhe was afraid, were they even im- 

_ mediately ſent for, they. would arrive too 
late. However, they would be in time to 
hear her will read; therefore, ſhe intreated 
they might be all informed of | her danger. 
Lord Fortroſe and Mr. Neville muſt ſecond 
her intreaties to the Duke, and try to ſoften 
him in her behalf. Her uncle, and the reſt 
of the Melton family, ſhe hoped would not 
object to coming down; and as ſhe ſhould like 
to ſee Mr. Vernon, and Mr. and Mrs. Cary, 
ſhe could not well avoid paying the ſame 
compliment to the two Mr. Chambers's. 
Mr. Neville inſtantly ſaid, he would ſer out 
ſor London immediately, would take Oxford 
in bis way, and endeavour to aſſiſt the Ear! 
of Melton in communicating the diſtreſsful 
event to the Duke every one had ſuch pow- 


erful reaſons to deplore. The old lady ſaid 
. he 
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more when he returned. 


road. He ſtopped half an hour at Oxford 
with his brother-in-law, who affected great 
ſorrow at the melancholy news, and declared 
to he had been indetatigable in his endeavours 
red Ml to gain ſome intelligence of the young Mar- 


er. quis. Neville gave lum infinitely more cre- 
nd dit for his laſt aſſertion, than for his firſt; as 
ten the promiſed rewards, he thought, were con- 


eſt Wl fiderable ſpurs to his zeal. However, he 
not had no time to ſpare in frivolous diſcourſe, 
ike but purſued his journey with all ſpeed to 
ry, London; while James haſtened to Newn- 
me ham, having aſſured Mr. Neville, when he 


ss. informed him of his recent marriage to his 


out ſiſter, ſuch agrecable tidings half conſoled 


ord him for the loſs they ſeemed likely ſo ſpeedily 


Zar! to ſuſtain.” Between eight and nine in the 
ful morning Neville ſtopped at Melton Houſe. 
W- The Earl was up, and upon the watch, as 


aid he always had been for the laſt week, in 


he hopes 


he was very kind, and gave him her bleſ- 
ſing once more, for fear ſhe ſhould be no 


Before three o'clock Neville was on the 
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hopes of ſome agreeable news. Beſides the 
ſtrict orders he had given, that no ſoul, but 
the Neapolitan Ambaſſador and his Chap- 
lain, ſhould be admitted to the Duke, with- 
out his firſt.ſeeing them and enquiring their 
buſineſs, he choſe to ſee whoever came into 
the houſe, under any pretence ; and the 
moment he ſaw Neville alight, flattered him- 
ſelf he would put an end to all his anxiety, 
He met him 1n the hall, and caught him by 
the hand. This early viſit, ' my dear 
Neville, has raiſed all my hopes ! ſurely oo 


are the herald of joyful tidings.” 


Neville ſhook his head, and aſſet how the 
Duke did? 

The Earl's countenance expreſſed the ex- 
tent of his diſappointment, while he anſwered, 

Thank God, he is much better ;—but no 

news, Mr. Neville? yet you ſeem to have 


been travelling all night.” | 
« I only wiſh I had haſtened upon a 


more agreeable errand, my Lord; but Mrs. 
Studeville is very ill, nay, is thought to be 


in * danger.“ 
« God's 


- 
4 


ee God's will be done; my dear friend; 
the ĩdea of loſing her is trifling to what L 
GIN late there no tidings no hopes@” 
e {till entertain. great hopes, my Lord, 
hd as yet the ſame horrid 8 
prevails reſpecting the Marquis's fate. 
e Wonderful!“ en the e $6 what 
muſt we do ** 0 


1 


\-Neville now ſtated the a ES in 
which he had left Mrs. Studeville, and the 
particular uifh ſhe had expreſſed to fee the 


Gn 10 05 
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© Then we can no longer conceal the 
dreadful event from him. Lou muſt aſſiſt 


me, Neville, in the diſcloſure; he may per- 


haps be able to form ſome conjectures lead- 
ing to a diſcovery. 


cate is not of a nature to induce me to diſ- 
turb him a moment before his uſual time. 
vol. 111; *M « Undoubtedly 
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I bleſs God he is well 
enough to travel; but he is not yet ſtirring,” 
and the intelligence we have to communi- 
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«904 Undoubtedly not,” Neville ſaid, and he 
- wauld- take the opportunity to go into 3 
Finſbury- ſquare. Mr. Cary would be ſo at 
obliging to make Mrs. Studeville's wiſhes 05 
known to the draper and his ſon, and be Py 
would haſten back to Melton Houſe. -| The 
Earl inſiſted upon his breakfaſting firſt; pro- 
miſing to prepare the Duke to ſee, him 
during his abſence; adding he ſhould men- 
' tion the real cauſe of his journey by way of 
prelude to ſomething worſe. His Lord - 
ſhip's carriage had been ordered, and ſoon 
conveyed Mr. Neville to Mr. Cary's, whom! 
he found at breakfaſt with the draper, and 
was immediately informed Mrs, Cary was 
very ill; and Mr. Robert (who had been, in 
the country upon buſineſs for the laſt fort- 
night) had only returned to town late the 
night before, and was now ſleeping off his 
fatigue. Mr. Neville expreſſed his regret 
when he learned Mrs. Cary's ſituation, and 
briefly explained the occaſion of his viſit. 


“ Zounds, 
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--:*/Zounds, is it poſſible!” ſaid the draper, 


te the old lady! What did ſhe take on ſo 
about the little my Lord? it was very 
ſhocking, to be ſure ; but I don't think 1 
ſhould have broke my heart about him 
neither.” 

4 Tout feelings may not be ſo acute as 


thoſe of Mrs. Studeville, Sir,“ ſaid Neville. 


“ She is a woman; therefore her weakneſs 
is the more excuſable.“ 

True, Sir, very true; I am ſure, for 
one, I am ready to ſet out this very moment 
to give her all the comfort in my power. 
Son Cary, you muſt accompany us. I will 
ſoon diſturb Bob—You know Dr. 


told us Rachel was not in any danger, ſo” 


don't fret, man ; you won't have to mourn 


for two at once. Bob's wife will take care 
of her, and we three men can travel to- 


gether very well, and as cheap in a poſt- 
chaiſe very near as in the mail.“ 


E 2 Neville 
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Neville left them to make their- arrange- 
ments for their journey, as he was in haſte 
to return to Melton Houſe, The moment 
he was gone, Faith Cary,” ſaid-the draper, 
« this is a few years ſooner than I expected, 
my boy! pon my ſoul, I believe the ald 
girl is in earneſt, by her wiſhing to ſee ſo 
many of us ahout her. Mayhap ſhe thinks 
our prayers. will procure: her a reprieve.— 
Well, I only hope you will take poſſeſſion 
of Studeville Court before yqu return. You 
would not mind taking the name and arms 
upon ſuch an occaſion, would you Cary ?”. 
e am perfectly ſatisfied, Sir, with the 
name I bear,” aid Mr. Cary, „and I have 
not vanity enough to ſuppoſe my ſhort ac- 
quaintance with Mrs. Studeville ſhould in- 
duce that lady to ſingle me out to ſo par- 
- ticular a mark of her favour, which I never 
before underſtood . mann in der * to 
beſtow upon any one 

« Well, but one muſt talk, replied the 


draper ; „you look fo down in the mouth, 
| | man 
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man—4 want to raiſe your ſpirits ; don't fup- 
poſe, becauſe the old woman is a going to 
die, your wife means to tip the bucket. 
Hyou don't like Studeville Court, you ſhall 
have Newnham Hall; only there is ten or 
eleven thouſand a year tacked to the firſt, 


and not above ſeven to the laſt; but I own 

I like that beſt; however, I ſuppoſe they 

will both be ſold to the beſt bidder. But 
me, cheer up man; we muſt think of 


tipping our nags a gallop. James, you find, 
has got the ſtart of us; and he isa damned 


fly dog, I can tell ee 
wou't be able te alter the. n 


= 4 % [ 


Ms e Was: ts undecided whether 
he ſhould be of the party!; he went into his 
wife's: room, and by degrees, though Mrs. 
Cary's feelings were not very refined, told 


paſſed. She adviſed him to go by all means; 
her poor aunt, for ſhe was rather hurt to 
um ihe was actually dying, might think 

J 33 they 
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they flighted her in return for her fayours ; 
- wiſhed ſhe had been well enough to have 

accompanied him, but hoped he would re- 
turn as ſpeedily as poſſible, if his preſence 
was not abſolutely required. For ignorant 


and fooliſh as this young lady was, ſhe began 
to feel the ſuperior merit of her huſband ; 


and though vanity firſt prompted her to en- 
deavour to attract his notice, love now 


made her wiſh: to conciliate his affect ions. 


was very good-tempered, and by no means 


ugly, he would have mourned her loſs very 


ſincerely. Howeyer, as he had every reaſon 
to hope ſhe was in no danger, and ſhe her- 
ſelf aſſured him ſhe was much better, he 


thought it but right, and almoſt his duty, to 


comply with Mrs. Studeville's requeſt, He 
had learned the ſtrange misfortune that had 
accelerated her death with the utmoſt re- 
gret ; and ſincerely hoped the active mea · 


fare, taken, and the immenſe -rewards. 


offered, 


Mr. Cary was not inſenſible to the daily 
proofs he received of her regard; and as ſhe 
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offered, would ſoon defeat the ſcheme3 of 
whoever had thus wickedly torn Alfred from 
his father's arms. He joined the draper, 
who had waited below to hear his final de- 


ciſion, and learned with pleaſure he meant to 


accompany him and Bob, not doubting 


but he would defray their travelling ex- 


pences ;—as for his daughter, it was a matter 
of perfect indifference to him whether ſhe 
lived or died, though he often ſaid, he 


loved the wench well enough; but as for 


fretting himſelf to a ſhadow becauſe ſhe was 


qualmiſh, he had more ſenſe than that 


came to. He haſtened home to acquaint 
Robert of his good fortune, he ſaid ; having 
agreed to return, and take a ſnap in Finſbury- 
ſquare before they ſet off, as Mr. Cary had 
ſeveral things to do, and could not make it 
convenient to leave town before three 
o'clock, which would be time enough, he 
obſerved, as they ſhould reach the Hall 
early next morning by travelling all night. 
Well, I only wiſh to be in at the death,” 
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ſaid the draper, as he took his leave, but 
l hope an hour or two more won't break any 
. quares ; but damme, my uncle the Earl, 
and my couſin the Duke, will take the lead 
of us; they will bowl jt away in a chaiſe and 
four, for the young fellow muſt be as rich as 
Creeſus ! however, by, by, Cary, till I fee 
you again; do you give orders een _ 

chaiſe; ee, he went. 195 
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1 N HEN Neville got back to Melton 
Houſe, the Earl was in the Duke's dreſſing- 


room, where the latter always breakfaſted ;— 
his Grace was very little altered by his con- 
finement, and felt no other inconvenience 
from his wound, than being obliged to wear 
his left arm in a ſcarf; but as he had the per- 


fect uſe of it, he proteſted he did it more to 


humour the ſurgeon, than out of abſolute 
neceſſity. 
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The Earl had juſt informed him of 
Neville's arrival, and the old lady's ſitu- 
ation, when the former entered ; and as 
ſoon as he had exprefled his joy at ſeeing 
the Duke look ſo well, his Grace ſaid 
with ſome anxiety, © My grandfather ſeems 
to hint, my dear Neville, Mrs. Studeville's 
danger is not the only diſagreeable informa- 
tion you have to communicate. I look 
upon ſuſpenſe as the worſt of all poſſible 
evils—does it concern my ſon? Your looks 
have anſwered my queſtion,” he proceeded 
in viſible agitation, © pray be explicit at 
once. Much as I love him, believe me I 
can ſubmit with fortitude to thoſe decrees, 
againſt which it would be as vain as im- 
pious to murmur! 

That I am ſure of,” replied Neville; 
e to attempt to trifle with your feelings 
- * would be abſurd. We hope your fon is 
well; but muft acknowledge we do not 
ſpeak with certainty." (Taking up the ſtory 
from the time of his being loſt.”) * 

As 


\ 
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As ſoon as be? cafe, the BI ſhewed 


his Grace the hand-bill, advertiſements, &c. 
and told him every ſtep that had been taken; 


and as theſe! appeared an almoſt abſolute 


conviction the child was ſtill in England, he 
hoped a very ſhort time would Spe” this 
rg 250 el 


The Dole vt that true mtl forti- 
tude ſo diſtinct from want of feeling. 
liſtened" in ſilence during Neville's recital, 


and the details of his grandfather; then 


ſaid, This is to me a moſt wonderful 
and incomprehenſitile affair ! cannot ſuf- 
ficiently thank you, my dear Sir, nor all 
my kind friends, for the trouble you and 
they have taken, and the united wiſhes you 
have ſhewn to ſpare me a moments uneaſi- 
neſs. Every method that I ſhbuld myſelf 
have adviſed has been purſued. But what 
enemies can I have? a woman too was 
ſuſpected to be concerned in the bufineſs. 


Vet as I cannot ſuppoſe thoſe who carried 


the child away were the principals in this 
all | E 6 iniquitous 
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iniquitous plot, 1 think the pee bribes 
may induce them to conſeſs their guilt; ant! 
give up their employers. I will double the 
rewards already offered, and promiſe a free 
; pardon to any of the accomplices who will 
turn evidence: ſo powerful a temptation 
will ſurely have the deſired effect. There 
muſt be people of conſequence concerned 
in the buſineſs; and if they have not made 
away with the child, which could anſwer no 
one purpoſe that I can. conceive, he is moſt 
likely in ſafety. Suppoſe there may be per- 
{ons who wiſh to puniſh me in this ſingular 
way, it would be cruelty to accuſe any one 
without proof. Poor Mrs. Studleville l J 
amm really impatient to {et her mind at eaſe. 
How could ſhe for a moment ſuppoſe 1 
could either be. offended with or blame het 
for what, to all appearance, could be as 
little foreſeen as, preyented . But let us 
give immediate orders for our departure, ny 
Lord. Tou will accompany me, Neville, 
and we can talk "_ matter over upon the 
road.“ 11 POM] ant 3190 ( 51 13 of 
> 3 Little 
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„Little mote was required thun to .arder 
* -horſes, as Lady Gowrie, her daughter, 


and Mellifont, hat made every neceſſary pre- 


paration for the journey, The Eatl und 
Nerille continued with the Duke, WEO 
pated the io in ſilenc for ſotme minutes, 
and neither choſe to interrupt his reverie; 
till ſtopping fuddenly. GP 15 aer 1 
fad, There is a lady — 

„ She is: Kill at Cliſton, I bebe, * bad 
Neville. My father's firſt ſuſpicions were 
ſimilar to thoſe I can preſume: your Grace 
may entertain. He was therefore particu- 
larly minute in his enquiries. She is really 


4 woman of family he tells me; and Counteſs 
of Glenalvon.“ 5 0 elt 09. 


4 What, ehe young widow 7” ſaid Lord 
Medica: the Earl of Orcan's daughter? 

The Duke, who had reſumed his walk; 
made a ſort of inſtantaneous ſtop, while his 
colour heightened ſo much and ſo viſibly, 
as induced the Earl, with ſome ſurpriſe, to 
. Did your Grace ever ſee Lady 


4 Roxana 


r 


I dare fay)/the belle, of Great Blitain ; the 
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Roxana Charleville during her refidetce 
abroad with cher father.” e a c 

The Duke approached one of tie win 
doms AJthought I recollected the name 
of Orcan; ! my Lord the Earl Vas ſome 
n at Vienna 1 1 e 
right?“ gn, 105939301 n ends 
ee He eb aid . Melton, «for; 10 
ä N years - let me ſee—aye, it muſt have 
been much about the time your Grace was 
in the Auſttian ſervice. Jou ſpent ane 
deal of time at Vienna then I think? -';/ 

„Nine months out of the ben 
general, my Lord,“ the Duke replied, who 
now CDG and-once mam began to 
quicken his pace. ellas 
„ Then I need not tell your. Grace his 
| daughter was (nay, ſtill deſerves, the epithet 


reigning, toaſt; and univerſal admiration.of 
all our young men of quality, the winter 
after her return to England. I was at that 


time in habits of intimacy with her father; 
who 


iis at an age when he ought to have had a 


little common ſenſe, fell-deſperately ih love - 


with Lady Elinor Macquire, a girl of ſeven- 
teen, and only daughter to the late Earl of 
Glenalvon: and, would you believe it, theſe 
two old fools forced their reſpective children 
into each other's arms. I remonſtrated very 
warmly upon the ſubject with Lord Orcan 


(having, ere then, ſeverely repented my own 


tolly) ; but Lord Glenalvon would not con- 
ſent to bis Lordfhip's marrying Lady Elinor 
upon any other terms; and the Earl told 
me his daughter deſerved to be puniſhed 
for having, unknown to him, ſuffered an in- 
ferior officer in the Imperial ſervice to talk 
nonſenſe to her; nay, proteſted ſhe would 
have married him, if he had not thought it 
prudent to put an end to the farce; and 
that ſhe might not be tempted to form a 
connection ſo diſgraceful to herſelf and 


family, he meant to put her under the care 


of Lord Glenalvon.“ 144} ie 
The 
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« Lhe Duke bad continued his walk during 
is Lordſhip's recital, and now and then 
ſtopped as if to examine the weather. His 
abſence of mind, at ſuch a moment, was ſo 
natural, the Earl hardly noticed it; and had 
merely entered into the preceding details, 
reſpecting Lady Glenalvon, by way of di- 
verting his thoughts, and breaking in upon 
the train of diſagreeable reflections that 
clouded his brow. The Duke, as if he 


wiſhed to ſtart any indifferent ſubject in 


preference to the one neareſt his heart, aſked, 
if „ theſe forced marriages added very 
much to Lord Orcan's and Lord Glenal- 
yon 's felicity 2”? e 

Lady Glenalvon was, I am eredibly' in- 
formed, all but dragged to the altar; and 
had been ſtrictly confined from the moment 
this wiſe alliance entered her -father's head, 


"4 as his o marriage depended upon her ſub- 
miſſion; but from the moment ſhe became 


Lord Glenalvon's wife, ſhe behaved with a 
propriety truly exemplary at her age. They 
Pf reſided 
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have I ever ſeen her Ladyſhip ſince her mar- 
riage. The Earl has been dead upwards, of 
two years ; and as I underſtand the young 
widow has a very handſome jointure, I pres 
ſume ſhe: will ſoon ſelect ſome more de- 
ſerving man to ſhare it with her. She has no 
children, ſo that the Glenalvon title and 
eſtates devolve to her mother - in- la upon 


ance, of his Golly, he conſoles [herſelf it 
is currently: reported, with à ſucceſſion of 
various admirers for having been . forced to 
diſpoſe ot her hand in his favaur. dis Lord - 


conduct; but no woman of mann 


never entered her father's doors — 


ne matried. i o ei 188% 12 Hoe 118: * 


| N wy 10 939 act” ”t 
2 4 1 
The Date HFA ate but dy 
ed . wn obſerved the different alterations. 
"+554 his 


reſided totally at bis ſeat in Scotland, nor 


her huſband's demie; which latter lady: | 


ſbip hitherto. has been blind to her want of! w 


at the houſe ; and Lady | Glenalvon ' has 
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his- countbnance had-bndergonelitlivught he 
was more intereſted in Lady Glenalvon's 


fute than he ſeemed at all inclined to ac- 


knowledge. He bad certainly known her 


while abroad; ſtill the Duke had never, in 


their moſt confidential tete-d-tetes, men- 
tioned the name of Lord Orcan, and had he 
been particularly ſtruck with his daughter's 


beauty, it was moſt likely he would have 


made ſome inquiries concerning her; he 
evidently did not know the name of Gle- 
nalvon. This was not the moment to 
ſatisfy his curioſity; and the Duke, who 


had thrown himſelf into a chair, and ſeemed 


abſorbed: in various reflettions, ſtarted up, 


* ſaying, T will not ſuſpect any body! I 


ate 
| hs 


am periectiy able to travel; money is not 
an object, and l have very. little 'doubt but 


| Eſhalbibe ſatisfied;-in ſome teſpeAs, before 
another week is over. 
give the perpetrators of this atrocious deed, 


had they let eee n the 


I could almoſt for- 


child was late,” watt! 5 913 O - DE. + 
Neville 


* 
4 


Ne 
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latety 
who | 
and e 
lous !' 
perſu: 
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obflir 
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event: 
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Fin deter \ 
Neville now acquainted them with his 
marriage, and received their joint congratu · 
lations. He then repeated the various fears 
Mrs. Studeville entertained for his Grace's 
lafety; her ſuſpicions concerning the robber, 
who had concealed himſelf in hisapartment, 
and every othei et cetera. How ridicu- 
lous!“ ſaid the Duke; © and could no one 
perſuade her out of ſuch erroneous notions ? 
« She inherits too much of her father's 
obſlinacy,“ ſaid the Earl, © and always 
ſearches for latent cauſes of the moſt trivial 
events; believes in dreams, omens, and 
ſuch nonſenſe; and is now 3 a e 
to fancies of her own e Nuys oy 


The aietiags being at the POW 
more paſſed. The Duke and Neville tra- 
velled together ; ; the Earl and his bine 
allowed” * in bis b 8 Coach. is * 

The Duke, as ſoon as w diane with 
his friend, made him once more repeat every 
circumſtance relative to the unaccountable 

manner 


\ 
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manner in which his ſon had been ftolen 
away; made him deſcribe the houſe, park, 
_* ſituation with reſpect to the river, &c.; 
then obſerved, the people who had been 
concerned in this ſtrange buſineſs had run a 
very great riſk of being diſcovered, as it was 

not quite dark when they executed their 
purpoſe. Alfred muſt have been at the 
very extremity of the plantation, he ſhould 
ſuppoſe, when they ſeized him, for had they 
come near the windows, they muſt have been 
ſeen by ſomebody; and had they been total 
ſtrangers to the child, he would, of courle, 
have retreated towards tlie houſe; and had 
he been purſued or overtaken, he would, 
moſt probably, have called for help: he 
therefore was more than ever confirmed in 
the belief, there was ſomebody his ſon knew 
at the bottom of the affair; < and-who but 
Lady Glenalvon can I ſuſpect ? he went on. 

« Yet ſuch a deed is ſo unlike the general 
tenor of her conduct, 1 hardly know] what 

to think, Is it poſſible ſhe could thus ſport 


with cr s feclings ? however, I will take 
TALES | the 
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the liberty of paying her Ladyſhip a viſit the 


moment I can with any propriety leave 


Newnham, and I think I ſhall ſoon be able 


to pronounce her guilty fr. innocent. 


Nerille was ready to encourage any ide 


likely to ſooth his Giace's mind; who told | 


him; he almoſt wiſhed he had ſooner been 
made acquainted. with. his misfortune,, upon 
Mrs. Studeville's account, as he thought 
bis eonſolations might have proved more 
efficacious than thoſe of any other perſon, 
and ſhould be truly yeh if ſhe did not le- 
cover. 6 ah 
A the „ only Ropped twice upon 
the road to take ſore. refreſhments, they ar- 


rived at: the Hall between, five and fix, the 


next morning. Lord F ortroſe and Mr. 
Vernon, who were in momentary expecta- 
tion of them, were walking upon the front 
lawn, and advanced towards the Duke' 8 


"7 


carriage the moment it ſtopped; who in- 
ſtantly 


HE \ SICILIAN, 


Aaatly: called out, „ How is Mrs. Stude- 


ville, my Lord / 

e Your Grace is in time,” anſwered the 
Viſcount. She has paſſed a very reſtleſs 
night I underſtand, and has pris often 
if her friends were arrived.” 
Good God!“ faid the Duke, do you 
ae there are no hopes of her recovery? 
None, I am affured by her phyſicians.” 


At that moment the Earl's carriage drove 
up, and the inquiries renewed as they were 
walking into the houſe. Mrs. Neville, whohad 
heard the carriages advance, came down to 
welcome the travellers. The Duke, who 
was very much affected, preſſed his favourite 
couſin | in his arms in ſilence ; ;—he could not 
ſpeak, or he would have wiſhed her joy moſt 
- ſincerely ; but ſuch a variety of ſenſations 
aſſailed him at that inſtant, he never was 
leſs himſelf. They were 1n the very room, 
which he perfectly recognized from the de- 
ſcription Neville had given him; from which 
| | his 


grief f 
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while 
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polite] 
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his ſon! had been kidnapped!; he. ſam him 


in imagination ſporting upon the lawn; 
while the bitter reflection that he might 
perhaps never ſee him more, almoſt over- 
came him ; and the certainty he now had 
of Mrs, Studeville's real danger, knowing 
grief for the Joſs of him had occaſioned. her 
ilnefs, was ill calculated to raiſe his ſpirits ;— 
he endeavoured) to conceal his emotion, 
while thoſe: who had leſs to lament, paid 
their compliments to the bride with more 
en N not with more ede T 


' 
| 31 


The Earl, n was 1 more W 2 
lis grandſon than his niece, ſaid he was afraid 
lo rapid a joutney, and in the night, had 
been too fatiguing for him. The Duke 
aſſured him he felt no bad effects from tra- 
velling; the Earl, therefore, aſked Mrs. 
Neville if ſhe thought his niece could ſee 
them? “ She had been in a ſort of doze 
for the laſt hour, that lady ſaid, and ſhe, 
had defired Mrs, Wilſon to let her know. 

__ the 


| 96 5 rn zes HAN; i 
the moment her aunt wiſhed to ſee any tic 
oxi OC 15 UTC 671 j 0:46, get) vor 
5 GN 1 
-- Breakfaſt pai” nhl Pile ay in, n old 
they had ſcarce ſiniſhed, when a poſt-chail: i ſur 
and four ſtopped at the gate, which brought M « 
the draper, his ſon, and Mt. Cary, Who a 
wete ſnewyn into the ſame room, and paid _ 
their compliments to the company already my 
aſſembled Mr Caty, with eaſe and unat- 
fected politeneſs); if he! lookedi/gr: felt ſor- 
rovful, it was more upon his wift' s nacount 
than the poor old lady he came to ſee. The 
draper having made his bow. roumd, and 
aſked: the Duke how he did, ſaid Woll, 
James, you have been here ſome time, and 
are hat ter able than your fiſter tu telus hon 
our poor old relation does. I hope ves an't 
nr Aion, dal ,ods: fo 
No, Sir, gail James, with great ſo- 
lemnityy „I bleſs God i my poor dear aunt 
ſtill lives, and I hope will edo for man) 
| yes though Emuſt acknowledge the Phu. 


ſicians 


phy” 
1ans 
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| ſiciansꝰ late accounts were of the moſt 8 7 


yourable nature.” 


The draper would have [ITY Zounds | the 


old woman has not hummed us at laſt, to be 
ſure ?' but checked himſelf, and ſaid, 
« God's will be done, as I always ſay. We 
are all mortal, here to day, and gone to-mor- 
row. God only knows how ſoon it may be 
my turn; I only wiſh I may be as well pre- 
par Robert joined in thele pious ejacu- 
1 till Mrs. Neville aſked them if they 
would not chuſe ſome breakfaſt? | 
« Why, I don't care, niece, if I do take 
ſomething to keep up my ſpirits; we have 
come at a pretty round rate all night; -e 
might have ſaved ſix guineas or more, but 
my ſon-in-law don't mind money, and we 
ſhould have been a few hours longer upon 
the road to be ſure if we had come with a 
pair of horſes, and might have been too late; 
and as we were come, as he ſaid, and upon 
ſuch an errand, why we could not be too 
expeditious, But I wiſh, maſter Geoffry, 
vol. 111, F you 
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you would give me half a glaſs of brandy to 
put intomy tea. I am afraid it ſhould rakemy 
ſtomach ſo ſoon of a morning.” A bottle 
of brandy was immediately produced, and 

the old fellow helped himlelf pretty plenti- 
fully. But while Mrs. Neville was making 
breakfaſt for theſe laſt comers, her huſband 
having occaſion to addreſs her, ſaid, My 
dear.” The draper ſtared firſt at one, then 
the other, crying out, Why how the devil 
is all this, Grace? you have not ſtolen a 
march upon us, I bope? not that I ſhould 
be forry to hear you were ſo well married, 
though you was ſo ly about.” 

% Mrs. Studeville's fituation, Sir,“ ſaid 
Neville, © muſt plead our excuſe for not 


_ © having made our wedding a public one; but 


I have had the advantage of addreſſing that 
lady by my name for near a week.” 

„Well, I wiſh you joy with all my heart,” 
ſaid the draper; © F never want to poke my 
noſe into what don't concern me. I with 


you all manner of happineſs, and a ſon and 
| | — Jos 
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heir before this time twelvemonth. 1 will 


ſtand godiather if you will accept of thy 
ſervices.” 


The bridegroom thanked him particularly 
for his laſt kind offer, and the other two 
gentlemen, in their turns, paid him and his 
bride the general compliments upon ſuch 
occaſions ; which were ſcarcely over, when 
word was brought that Mrs. Studeville was 
awake. Mrs. Neville immediately left the 
room ; ſhe found the poor old lady juſt 
awoke from a confuſed doze ; and beginning 
an immediate enquiry if ſhe thought the- 
Duke would fay he forgave her? Mrs. 
Neville told her his Grace was in the houle, 
and very anxious to ſee her. She was afraid 
ſhe ſhould not ſurvive the interview, which 
ſhe almoſt dreaded now ſhe found he was 
ſo near. How did he look? and what had 
he ſaid? Mrs, Neville anſwered all her 
queſtions, and adviſed her to ſee her other 
friends firſt, if ſhe thought the fight of his 
Grace would prove too affecting for her; 
mentioning who elſe was arrived. The old 

F 2 lady 
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lady took a few drops, ſaid a ſhort prayer, 
in which her niece and female attendants 
joined; then defired to be raiſed in bed, that 
ſhe might be able to make herſelf under- 
ſtood. Having complied with all her re- 
queſts, after a few moments” pauſe, the old 
lady begged to ſee the Duke and her uncle 
firſt : the ſhould be happier after ſhe had 
obtained the former's forgiveneſs. They 
| were both ſent for, and every one but Mrs. 

Neville diſmifſed the moment they entered. 

Notwithſtanding the precaution and ten- 
derneſs with which the Duke addrefled her, 
ſhe fainted before ſhe could anſwer him, At 
length, when ſufficiently recovered, ſhe in- 
treated he would accept of an old woman's 
bleſſing ;, which ſhe beſtowed with as much, 

or eyen more ſervour, than ſhe had done 
upon Mrs, Neville. The Duke, taking her 
hand, ſaid every thing he thought likely to 
lefſen her anxiety, and relieve her mind; the 
Earl took her other hand, and ſpoke in the 
kindeſt terms of ſoothing comfort. She con- 


verſcd with them in a very low voice for 
| ſome 


. x - -v$8 * 4 . 
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ſome tine; told chem ſhe had 71 10 
them her joint executors, and had no ;doub 


but they would approve of the er 


ſhe had made. Her affairs were in 80 
order; and ſhe hoped the Duke 9 ng 
ſpend ſome part of every year in e 5 
nay, leave Italy entirely, if he owed his mis- 
fortune, a$ ſhe ſtrongly ſuſpected, to the 
treachery of ſome individual of that country : 
he would always find a welcome among his 
own friends. At laſt ſhe bade them adieu; 
ſaying, if ſhe lived till afternoon, ſhe would 
ſce them again. She next wiſhed to ſee 
Lady- Gomwrie, her daughter, and Captain 
Mellifont. During this interview, which 
was much ſhorter than the preceding one, 
the Duke and Earl witked into the Park, 


where they were Joined by Lord Fortroſe 
and Mr. Neville. The draper was now able 
to ſing out, as he called it, 1 ſuppoſe it 

will be our turn at laſt, boys,” addreſſing 


his ſons and Mr. Vernon, * if the old "girl 


don't flip 'her wind between whiles. Ha, 


J em; but you have ſeen her mayhap! 1 
F 3 „I have 
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X ren 5 have not been ſo honoured,” faid 
Mr. Vernon. 
Why, as for the matter if that, 8 
1 don't fee much honour or pleaſure either 
in taking leave of a dying perſon ; but when 
they wiſh it, we ought to do all we can to 
make their minds eaſy at ſuch a moment; 
it, may be our caſe one of theſe days. I 
think the ſooner the poor old ſoul is releaſed, 
; the better. This is a wicked world we live 
in, and yet we are all of us d—mn—bly loth 
to leave it. , But as for wiſhing people to 


live when their time is come, why, I fay, 


there i is no friendſhip in that. Now I dare 
| ſay you mean to make a woeful long face, 
James.“ 
I never try to put on what I dan't feel, 
Sir,” {aid Mr. Vernon. 
The draper laughed aloud, © That is a 
- GOO one the overturn for that, Jem ! now 
you would be-curſedly diſappointed if you 
were told the old girl was in a fair way of 
doing well. I dare ſay ſhe would not be 
generous enough to defray our expences for 
coming 


* A... Eh on ion, Be. 
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coming to wiſh her a pleaſant journey to 


her long home.” Poor old lady! what a 


conſolation in her laſt moments though to 
have my couſin the Duke, und my uncle the 
Earl, and all theſe great folks about her. 
Yet the worſt of it is, if they were ſo inclined 
(I don't believe they are ,any more than 
myſelt), they can't obtain her one half hour's 
reprieve. So what the devil does it ſignify 
who one is related to? I {ſuppoſe that young 


girl ia the habit is the famous beauty the old 


girl was always cracking our brains about, 
Miſs St. Aubyn? But who is the young 
fellow in the Windſor uniform as they call it, 


and the bit of crape tied round his arm? 


another of the precious brood ? 
The Honourable Captain Mellifont 


ne” ſaid Mr. Vernon. 


Aye, aye, they are all W by 
name, let them be ever ſo little ſo by nature. 
But don't you think, Jem, you could make 


ſome capital improvements to this old houſe, 


if it * to your lot? ? n 
E 74 Should 
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. Should ſuch a thing happen, Sir, which 


I ham far from either hoping, expecting, or 


- wiſhing, I would not derange a "Wn ſtick 
or ſtone.” | 

« Well done, Jem,” ſaid the ddr and 
gave him a ſlap on the ſhoulder ; © thou art 
the moſt modeſt, diſintereſted mug fellow 
that treads the earth.” 

Their diſcourſe was interrupted by Mrs. 
Neville, who came to conduct the whole 
party up ſtairs. The draper looked in theglaſs, 


made a fem long faces, ſaid they would do, 


and led the way. The fatigue and agita- 
tion the old lady had already undergone, 
had nearly proved too much for her ex- 
hauſted frame; her attendants would have 
had her lay down to recruit her ſpirits, and 
gain a little ſtrength before ſhe ſaw Mr. 
Chambers and the other three gentlemen; 
particularly as the former was always ſo 
boiſterous, and by no means renowned for 
ſenſibility. But the poor old lady, as ſhe 
generally did when ſhe took any thing into 

| * her 


er 
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her bead, perſiſted. 17 ae: "firſt, te. 
She was afraid if ſhe lay down, ſhe ſhould not 
be able to riſe again ; and ſhe would not 
detain them many minutes. Mr. Chambers 
advanced towards the bed, with as ſorrowfyl 
a countenance as, he could aſſume, and ſaid, 
1 The Lord help us, what poor mortals 
we all are! How do you find yourſelf, my 
dear Madam? what an alteration bas a few 
days made, as a body may ſay l. Why would 
you take on in ſuch a manner about a child 
that did not belong to you? I am ſure my 
Lord Duke don't ſeem to mind it half fo 
much himſelf, I hope the young gentle- 
men will come to light if he is above ground, 
In his Grace's place, and rich as he is, 14 
would double and treble the rewards. 
What did the Duke ſay ? how long W 
known of his loſs? , _ 10% 1nd dif 
My aunt is not able to 1 00 many 
queſtions at once, Mr. Chamber,” {aid Mrs. 
Neville; « the Duke was only informed 
yeſterday of the ſtrange manner MM which his 
F 5 ſon 
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ſon had been n away; and I am con- 
vinced he will not be ſparing if money can 
reſtore his darling boy to his arms. 
*I commend his Grace,” ſaid the draper, 
« though 1 did not like to ſay any thing 
when we firſt met, I will talk the matter 
over with him - by and by; in the mean 
while I hope, my dear Madam, you will try 
to get well as faſt as you can; for I ſincerely 
hope the child will be found, and the cul- 
prits brought to juſtice, I am ſure you will 


join in that prayer.“ 
That I do moſt fervently,” ſaid the old 


lady, in an audible whiſper, raiſing her eyes 
to heaven. She funk back upon her pillow 
as ſhe finiſhed, and never ſpoke after. Mrs. 
Neville caught her in her arms, thinking it 
was only a fainting fit ; but her under-jaw 
fell, and the courageous draper ſtarted back, 
with horror impreſſed upon every feature, 
panting for breath while he ſpoke, * She is 
gone 1 do believe | well, ſhe went off with a 
prayer in her mouth. Come along, all of you; 
; 6 we 
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we can do no mort good here. 1 
never ſpoke to any of us I”. _ 
No, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Cary, but ſhe 
joined in your prayer, as I did moſt fin- 
cerely.” 

The old man hurried an ſtairs, and 
flung himſelf into the firſt chair in the room 
they had quitted to attend Mrs. Studeville, 
and after a few moments' pauſe, wiped his 
face, a ſort of cold ſweat having ſtarted 
from every pore in the firſt moment of his 
terror, and cried, © Well, death is very aw- 
ful after all. Who could have thought the 
poor old foul was ſo near her laſt moments!“ 


All the reft® of the company were walking 


in fight of the windows, which Mr. Cham- 


bers defired Robert would fling open as 


wide as he could. The old man ſoon roſe, 


and ſtood by one of them ; raifing his hands 
and letting them fall at intervals, till he 
attracted the gentlemen's obſervation, who 
ſuſpected from his geſtures what had hap- 
pened, and advanced to have their conjec- 
tures confirmed. The draper repeated her 

e laſt 


-_—— 


to different apartments to pay a filent tribute 
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* 


ene words, the merit of which he took 


upon himſelf; and the company ſeparated 


of remembrance to the deceaſed, WW; 
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their ſenſations upon this melancholy occa- 
ſion admitting Mrs. Studeville had not 
done all the good ſhe might have done, 
there were many in her ſituation might have 
done leſs; and it remained for thoſe who 
were to profit by her ſavings, to turn them 
to a better account. Mr. Cary not having 
had any reſt for the two preceding nights, 
and meaning to ſet out upon his return ſoon 
after dinner, had gone to bed for a few. 
| | hours, 
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walk to talk over their booting 
/ various ny matters. 


' They went, as he had defired them, to 


call Mr. Cary. The old man aſked him what 


| he would take for his chance; and wondered 


when they were to have their fortunes 


"= *» w „ 


A ſort of general ſilence prevailed du- 
ring dinner; none of the company did 
much honour to the repaſt; even the 
drapet declared he had no appetite, but 
the day being warm, be was very dry, 
amply making out. in drinking for his 
_ Geficiency in eating. 
the moment the cloth was removed; the 
Dake immediately turning to Mr. Cary, 
taid. You no doubt wiſh to return to 
London as ſoon as poſſible, Sir?“ 
I mean to ſet off this evening, your 
| 31 eee I c be af any 
gfervice 


| houis, while the draper and bis ſon took 2 


0 4 oa 


The ladies retired | 


8er 2 8 T 2 2 


A e 


| 


- 


Tur meien. 
ſervice here. My fatber.in-lam can let mne 
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know, ſhould my preſence be required; and 
I ſhall hold myſelf in en to obey the 
ſhorteſt ſummon.” , 


” - 


« The Duke di Ferrara and myſelf, Mr. 


Cary.“ ſaid Lord Melton, knowing yau 
myſt wiſh to leave Newnham as ſoon as 


 poſfible, would yet wiſh you to be preſent 


at the reading of the will of the deceaſed. 


How far its contents may concern you, or 
any of the preſent company, I cannot pre- 


tend to ſay. As one of her neareſt ſurviving 


relations, I ſhould think myſelf authorized 

to make this requeſt, even if I had not been 
given to underſtand by Mrs. Studeville 
herſelf, that ſhe has appointed his Grace and 
me her joint executors ; and 'we think it 


_ adviſeable, far the convenience of every one, 


that the will ſhould be read this evening, 
The gentleman who made it is now in the 
houſe, and has been for ſome days by Mrs. 
| Studeville's defire, in caſe ſhe had thought 


eee 
doubt 


% 
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doubt is anxious to be ſet at art, there- 


- fore, as all the family are afſembled, it | 
could anſwer no one purpoſe to poſtpone A 


r 


buſineſs of ſuch importance. 
„ As his Grace and) Jour Lordſhip 
pleaſe,” replied Mr. Cary ; ; «Tam at your 
Gr.” WY "a 

The draper tofſed off a 3 privately 


while the Earl was ſpeaking ;' be then roſe, 


took a turn in the room, pulled up his 
ſmall-clothes, rubbed his hands, looked in 
the glaſs, and at laſt exclaimed, 64 His 
Grace and you are right, my Lord; the 
ſooner folks are out of ſuſpenſe, the better 
5 — 85 buſineſs « done an't to be e 
* « The, 25 = bee put. into ay 
hands,” ſaid the Earl. Ur 6613 1210 
1. Then they nth apts: . 
better,” interrupted the drape. 

4 With your leave, menten Lord 


ſer went on, * we will join the ladies, 
| Mrs. 


- 


had 
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is depoſited, and Mr. Naſh ſhall be en 
to read it.” | 


« All very proper, my Lord,” ie the 
draper; „I will drink one more glaſs of 
wine: J am monſtrous dry to-day ; travel- 


ling of nights deranges me for a week.” 


Neither the Duke nor Earl took any 
notice, but left the room accompanied by 
Lord Fortroſe and Neville. Mr. Vernon 
and Cary roſe at the ſame moment; the 
draper ſtaid till the laſt, to empty a bottle 


of his favourite wine, Madeira, which for 
that ee be eres into a large 1 


The ladies were in the library, as 
thought that room was leſs likely to revive 
diſagreeable ſenſations in the Duke's mind 
than the ſaloon, from whence his fon had 
been taken. | * 


By: Mrs. Studeville's orders, her wil 


had been depoſited in a bureau belonging © 
| to 
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Mrs. Neville can inform us where the will 


* 
” 
— III r 
l — 


theh | 
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to a: {mall bookcaſe in this apartment. 
The Earl communicated the Duke's and 
his own intentions to the ladies, who im- 
medliately withdrew, after Mrs. Neville 
had told the Earl where to find the will, and 
pointed out the key of the bureau from 
among ſeveral others. 


Lord Fortroſe and Captain Mellifont 
accompanied them into the ſaloon. The 
reſt of the gentlemen coming in, Mr. 
Naſh was ſent for, and the Earl pro- 
ceeded to unlock the receptacle that con- 
tained the will, from which ſome of tbe 
company hoped to derive infinite advan- 
tage. The draper, who had got cloſe to the 
Earl's elbow, remarked . That the key,” 
(before he put it into the lock) © was none 
of the common ſort ; but there is no tricking 
here, for poor dear ſoul ſhe was always very 
careful ; ſhe ſtuck to the good old maxim, 
« Safe bind, fafe find,” I have known 
fellows who would pick any common lock 
with a crooked nail.” 
x « Very 


[ 
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t cc * honourable acquaintance indeed,” 
\d faid the Earl. | 
W The draper was, what. he would have 


le termed it, fairly ſet down; but he never choſe 
ad to be offended, except when he thought there 
m was nothing to be gained by civility, The 
Earl now opened the bureau ; the firſt thing 
that preſented itſelf was the will. Ah! 
there it is, ſure enough,” {aid the old fellow; 
he Lit was not ſecreted, though there could not 
tr, have been any cheating if a My had been 
ro- ſo inclined.” _ 

on- « It would not 11 20 2 of material 
the benefit to themſelves, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Naſh, 
an- © had any body been inclined to make a few 
the alterations in their own favour, as a copy 
y, vas ſent by Mrs. Studeville's orders to 
Meſſrs. C——, her bankers, and I hold 
another, excluſive of the rough draft.” 

* Bleſs me, Mr. Lawyer, why you don't 
ſuppoſe I meant any thing by what I aid,” 
obtruded the draper ; © but you muſt know 
there has been, and no doubt will be again, 
ſtrange 
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range inch played with wills. Aye, aye, as t 
many an honeſt man and woman have been ¶ muc 


chouſed out of their own, and don' t know 1 
it, mayhap, to this day,.” ; lead 
let u 


The Earl mut the bureau; ; advanced chai 
; © towards a table i in the middle of the room, the 1 
upon which he laid the will; then ap- ¶ com 
proached the Duke, who was ſtanding in a the 
meditating poſture near one of the windows, they 
while the Earl addreſſed him, gueſſing but tlem 
too well the ſubject of his thoughts. 


T he draper took up the precious paper, 
"which was ſealed with five ſeals ; he examined it 
again, ſaying, „All is ſafe, it looks very 
freſh; poor old lady, ſhe put off the diſ- 
agreeable taſk as long as ſhe could. Why, 
the writing on the cover looks like her's, 
m it James?“ * 

Mr. Vernon glanced his eyes over it as the 
W held it. It certainly does, Sir;“ 


then walked away as if perfectly indifferent 
inn 45 


oo” 
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much upon the rack as the draper'ss. 
The Earl now taking the Duke's arm, and 


leading him towards the table, ſaid, ** Come, i 


let us be ſeated your Grace; drawing two 


chairs for that purpoſe to one of the ends of | 
the table; his Lordſhip then intreated the 


company would take their places, and put 
the will into the attorney's hands, whom 
they would trouble to read it. The gen- 
tlemen preſent now ſeated themſelves in the 
following order: Mr. Neville and Mr. Ver- 
non to the right of the Duke, Mr. Naſh. 
to the left of the Earl, Mr. Cary next him, 
and Mr. Chambers 5 his ſon at the bot⸗ 


hy. 
as to the contents, though his mind was as 


tom of the table, facing the executors, 


2 - 


The old man placed his two elbows | von 
the table, and reſted his chin upon his hands; 3 


while his eyes were fixed upon Mr. Naſh, b 


whom the , Earl deſired to break the ſeal,” 
The draper involuntarily poked his Head 
forward, and ſeemed forty he was not nearer, 

| | cm 


| 


- 
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though he did not like to aſk Mr. Cary to 


change places with him. Mr. Nath imme- 


diately obeyed the orders he had received, 
and opened the will, which was not very 
long, as he obſerved, conſidering what the 
old lady had to leave among thoſe ſhe had 
made her heirs. He then laid, addreſſing 


the two executors, ** The greateſt part of 
this will was written by the deceaſed herſelf ; 


every one preſent is no doubt acquainted 


with her hand-writing,” . ſhewing it round 


while he ſpoke ; adding, the preamble, 


and mere forms, are of my inſertion.” 


„Aye, aye ; I ſee, Mr. Lawyer,” ſaid the 
draper, that was a very good thought of 
the poor old ſoul's, as I faid before. She 
was up to all the tricks that are played 
ſometimes when there is a large property 


depending. I always ſaid I would truſt 


Mrs. Studeville in matters of importance ; 
and when I make my will, which I mean to 


do very ſpeedily, I will follow her excellent 


example, for live and learn,“ is one of 
my maxims ; but that is nothing to the pur- 
pole 
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poſe now; you may proceed, Mr. Lawyer— 


the ſooner we are out of our miſery, the bet- 


ter; not that I am more impatient than the 
reſt of the honourable company, but I 
don't care how ſoon it is over.“ 


% True, Sir, laid Mr. Naſh, with an 


arch look. 
This attorney had long been in habits 
of doing bufineſs for Mrs. Studeville, and 


from what he had gathered from the old 


lady herlelf at different times, her ſteward, 


and old butler, had formed a tolerable judg- ; 
ment of the draper's character and views. 
The Earl affected not to notice what was 


going forward, till Mr. Nath looked at him 


to know it he was to begin. His Lordſhip | 
then aſked, * What date does the will 


bear ?”? 


It was figned and completed 


ago, my Lord,“ was the anſwer. 


lad the * 
« cer- 


« 1 ſuppoſe you fat at the old lady's | 
elbow all the time ſhe wrote, Mr. Lawyer,” 


2 
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6 I certainly was in the room while Mrs. 
Studeville was ſo employed, Sir, and gave 
her the neceſſary general inſtructions, by her 
deſire, in writing, which will no doubt be 
found among her papers. I alſo took, as 1 
mentioned before, two copies as toon as the 
2 was completed.“ 5 
Well, well,“ ſaid the Jraper, «] did 

not want to hear. what you did, or did not 
do; all this gab is foreign to the buſineſs, 
- Pleaſe to read what the old: lady wrote; | 
hate dilly dally, ſhilly Chally—what is done 
can't be undone. Captain Death has ſecured 
all; he cloſes our eyes, numbs our fingers, 
and ſhuts gurt mouths, | So, as I was 
1 

4 Puy pay on, „Sire faid the Ear), ad- 
delüng Mr. Naſh, who only waited for an 
opportunity, and the draper being ſilenced, 
he began with the uſual; preamble. 

4% Rachel de Studeville, &c.“ But when 
j be came to the words, ] do hereby appoint,” 


the . er gave a hem, and hitched his 
elbows 


a 7” 


8 s ; 


Lo, 


cr in that of hearing. James Vernon concealed 


be bis ansiety much khe beſt ; he bad very 


great command of countenance, though he 
was in reality ready to devour every word 
before the attorney could well utter them; 
Ji) i who thus proceeded, I do hereby appoint 
the Right Honourable Alfred Alexander 
(St. Aubyn) Earl of Melton, Viſcount * 
Gowrie, Baron Lovet, &cz, and the Right 
Honourable and moſt illuſtrious Ferdinand 
Rinaldo (St. Aubyn) Duke di Ferrara, and 
St. Severino, Count Mondovi, &c. &c., 

my joint and ſole executors of this my laſt - 
will and teſtament.” Mr. Naſh pauſed for 
2 moment to take breath, then ſaid, « Do 
| read diſtinctly, gentlemen ? [ am apt to by” 


in too great a hurty ſometimes,” 


draper, © we underſtand you plain enough. 
You might have paſſed over all thoſe non- 
ſenſieal forms that mean nothing, only ſerve to 

e e 1 waſte 
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s. abews a few inehes forwarder upon tlie 
Ve table, while every' faculty ſeemed” abſorbed 


« Yes, yes, go on, go on,” cried the 


4 iy ” — 
. 


* 
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waſte time and parchment, and lengtben 


lawyer's | bills, ſo pray go on once for all. 
Mr. Nath did as he was deſired. 1 give 
and bequeath to my firſt · mentioned executor, 
the Right Honourable Alfred Alexander 
s St. Aubyn, Earl of Melton, &c. &c., my 
dearly beloved uncle, by way of making him 
ſome amends for the trouble he will have in 
executing this my laſt will, and as a ſinall 
token of the love I bear him, twenty thou- 


| ſand pounds of good and lawful e of 


Great Britain.“ * : 

„I give you joy, my Land, 9 haſtihy e ex- 
. claimed the draper; I find ou won't N 
| Tour trouble for ae er 


The Earl al no. e 167 addreſſed 


| the Duke in Italian; who at any other time, 


or in any other frame of mind, would cer- 
tainly have * at the per. beha- 
vious: bogs hs 7 7 
Mr. Naſh went on. 15 alſo FAR and 
| bequa h to my other executor, the Right 
Honorable 
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Honourable Ferdinand Rinaldo, St. Au- 
byn) Duke di Ferrara, &c., my eſtate 
ſituated near Newnham in the county of | | 
Glouceſter, (originally the property of his 
great-grandfather Sir Roger de Courcy) the 

manor houſe, known by the name of Newn- 

ham Hall, furniſhed as it now ſtands, and 

all the farms, &c. included in the rent-roll, 
of the ſaid eſtate, with every other Wy | 
appurtenance thereunto belonging; to be 
diſpoſed of at his death according to tbe 

will of the ſaid Ferdinand, &c.“ Mr. Naſh. : 
made a full pauſe, and bowed to the Duke, 
who liſlened with more amazement- than 


pleaſure to this unexpected bequeſt. . 1 


— 1 — __— -. * 


r 
— — 
* 5 ” * 2 * Dre 
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d | Alegacy Gimilar to the Earl's was more than 
he coveted ; but he ſoon gueſſed the ſtrange . 


K notions Mrs. Studeville had imbibed ſince * ; 
þ the loſs of his ſon had induced her to. be 0 

thus bountiful 1 in his favour. 4 
nd The Earl broke the fence, by ſaying, © 1 1 


giye you joy, my dear grandſon; though 1 
8 2 am 


FX 


/ 


1 addition to your fortune.” 


replied, «and though I am ſenſible I owe 
this mark of Mrs Studeville's eſteem to the 


| | moſt generous motives, I fincerely wiſh that 


ſtrain his paſſion within any bounds, he ſtarted 
up, and clenching his fiſt, ſtruck the table 
with ſuch vehemence as made the room re- 
ſound with the ſtroke. Then in a yoice 


4 tod, my Lord Os who, as'a — may 


dearer relations to Provide for before ſhe 


ſent enjoyed his internal rage and bitter 


= 
= 


* 
* | | 
** * 
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am ſure you by no means wiſhed for ſuch an 


Tour Lordſhip is very right,” the Duke 


ſhe had reflected the had nearer, and*ſome 


had n of me.” 


S Þ2Frp 2 


The draper dat Gn and e 
upon his chair, as if troubled with the St. 


Vitus's dance ; and as he' perceived every 
eye was upon him, fancied every one pre- 


diſappointment ; but no longer able to re- 


hoarſe with fury, called out, There, by 
God ! there is a windfall for you. Sorry, 
yes; damme, I like that. All this to you 


ay, 


* % 


* | 2 
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"FO are none of her kindred, nor don't want | 
it neither. But it always was, and ever will - | 
be the caſe Greaſe the fat To. | . j 
vx 


| F 8 for the . bis vulgarity al 
nat rage rather amuſed than offended the Earl; 
and as neither he nor the Dake ſeemed at all 1 
znclined to notice him, he grew bold, par- ; 
ticularly as the quantity of wine he had * 
drank now began to operate. Contempt, f 
not unmixed with diſappointment, was now 4 
. predominant ia "Mr. Cary's countenance —= | 


when he looked at his father-in-law, whoſe 
eyes he in vain ſtrove to meet; and. every 
one preſent began to think there was ſome 
particular indication in looks the old man 
ſeemed ſo ſedulous to ſhun. However, 
having vented a few execrations againſt ca- 
pricious old women, the draper turned to 
Mr. Naſh— “ Well, Sir, what the devil do 
you ſtop for ? though it is pretty clear now, 
ſome folks han't paid their court for nothing; 4 
but no matter, for my part I don't mind; 
but there are people whoſe intereſt is dearer 
63 1 
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to me than my own. G0 on, pray £0 on, 


good lawyer there is ſomething more yet; 

though a nice ſnug ſeven thouſand a year is 
gone all at once, as a body may ſay, even the 
very chair I fit upon. Hell and fury] but 1 


won't give way to paſſion; one ought not 


to be ſurpriſed at any thing now-a-days. 
Did not 1 tell you to go on half an hour ago, 
Mr Lawyer? What the devil does the man 
ſtop for? are we to be * py before we 
are ſatisfied ? | 

% Perhaps longer, Sin aid Mr. Naſh. 

- The look accompanying this | phraſe, 
"lets ſeemed to have a double meaning, did 
not eſcape the notice of the enraged draper, 
who ſaid; „ None of your ſneering, Sir; 4 
are employed to do wy N 0 go on, I 
lay, once more. 

„% When you have time to itn Sir, 
aid Mr. Naſh,” Io 


at it bad not 95 for thi Duke's pre- 


23 and he ſeemed to have forgot his 
own misfortune for the moment, ſome 
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of the company would not have: been 

able to keep their countenances; and Mr. 
Nalh, knowing what a bitter pill he had till | 
in ſtore for the draper, enjoyed keeping him 
in ſuſpenſe as long as he could with pro- 


priety, without offending thee executors. 


But Newnham Hall had been, time imme- 
morial, the an the Lao * oy his 
Hu as "ſth „ | a 


= « Pray, Mr. Nath, 50 gy the Duke, 
. oblige that gentleman; ſet his mind at 


.caſe (to uſe his own phraſe). I truſt ſome 
patt of this company will do me the juſtice 
to believe, I did not ſeek Mrs. Studeville's 
friendſhip through intereſted.motives;” |. 
That is damned fine talking, my Lord 
Duke,” cried the draper; : the old woman 
is very quiet; ſhe can't be juggled out f 


any thing more; but it is as well to keep 


up the farce in the eyes of the world. Poor 


filly old creature! the great might wheedle 


her out of any thing. My couſin the Duke, 
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” and my. wicle the Earl, were always upper- 
maoſt in her mouth, as they are in her will,” 
I never was leſs inclined to diſpute the 
point with you, Sir, ſaid the Duke, but 
J muſt intreat you will at Mr. Nath to 
9 Proceed.” $4 <7; . 
| 


1 Have net 1 told. Cents gelt ui 


our, my Lord Duke? I don't know what 
the devil he ſtops for, except tis to ſee 
| whether the old woman LAY come and good 
- Ahe. "Alt 
James Vernon, ha! 1 this a very 
. nude opportunity to pay his court to 
the executors and Mr. Neville, interrupted 
the draper, whom he was no longer afraid of 
oſfending, ſenſible he had it not in his 
Power to make miſchief between him and 
M. Studeville, and knowing he had 
nothing tb expect from his generoſity, 


Lady's property fall to his ſhare; looking 
him full in the face, he ſaid « Nou have made 
me ann. than OI Chambers, 
| with 


ms <4 ww 4 * 


' 'ſhould® all the remaining part of the old 
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with your groſs — 


deceaſed could not have diſpoſed of her 


property better, nor more exactly, as 1 

| ſhould have adviſed, had {he conſulted me. 
Though the draper did not chuſe to look 

at Mr. Cary, he had not the fame objection 


with reſpe& to James, to whom he now 
turned with 4 farcaſtic- grin. Well, 
damme, I did not expect this! you are a 


mean, pitiful fellow. James, and I ani not, 


above telling you ſo. May the devil fly 
away with all ſuch rank hypocrites, is my 
Prayer; for you are as much, or perhaps 
more diſappointed than any one. I did 
think you a man, James, but you are a 
paltry, ſniveling, leering hound; and ar- 
going to act the ſame part by your rich re- 


lations, they have done by the vain old 


woman. An honeſt free-ipoken man can't. 
live now-a- Gays,” g 


6 5 54. 
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What right 
have you to find fault, I ſhould like to know. 
I am certain Mr. Neville, as well as myſelf, 
| rejoices at what he has heard. The truly 
worthy, amilble, and much · to- be · lamented 
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A Mr. Neville and Mr; Cary Amed to 
ſay ſomething expreſfive. of their approba- 
tion to the Duke, they ſeized this opportu- 
nity... Their compliments were ſhort and 
ngete, and his Grace received. them with 
Pleaſure, as convincing proots, 8 the aki 
Bal 4 of their hearts 


of 85 e een ot 
W As oy me, my 7 Duke. ſaid; the 
4 1 can neither fawn nor flatter; I 
had as lieve this eſtate fell to your ſhare as 
to any body's S. elſe, if it was to 69 rpg the 
lawful heirs.” , 
5 „ Mrs, Studeville bel an Þ ac rk 
right, . underſtand, . Sir,” aid the Duke, 
« to diſpoſe of every ſhilling the potleſſed to 
1 and how ſhe choſe! wo gs ſhe, ex- 
preſſed awiſh, within an hour of her deceaſe, 
that the company now. aſſembled. might be 
preſent at the opening of her will, 1 rather 
ſuppoſe you, and every one here, are more or 
lefs concerned in the contents,” 12 ha 
May be ſo, may be ſo, my Lord Duke, 
but ſhe muſt be rich indeed if we all-fare as 


well 
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well as yon have done. However, God may 
haus ſent this to conſole PII the * 
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e difficulty Lord Melton now pal 
bore” - expreſſing his reſentment, © Neville's 
checks glowed, While his fingets itehed to 


have boxed the old man's ears. Cary 


coloured deeply, and turned his head to- 


wards the windows; and James Vernon half 


toſa from his chair, ſeemed to make an effort 
to ſuppreſs * nen ne his 


er 
ee Dion WANLIHRILAKR 
as.» « ur ſentiments differ 


as much in this as in every other inſtance, 

Mr. Chambers; for believe me, I would this 

moment reſign, with tranſport, every claim 
to this eſtate, in addition to the rewards 


offered, for the diſcovery of my ſon. 


Would you, by God/P” ſaid the draper, 


haſtily; 1 .“ Rohert, afraid his 
father ſhould” provoke tie Earl paſt all en- 
durances, |. ape? him a twitch of the elbow, 
checked him from proceeding, made him 

engt, G6 6 hem 
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hem twice, and then add, -« 8 
ſuch ſtore hy either of my children, thqugh 
I commend your Grace. Money is no object 
to you. Tbis is + tampting bribe,” look- 
ing round n T with.l/ n what 
eſtate, and your 1 owls not . the 
want of it. But what do we ſtop tor, Mr. 
Lawyer? I want you all to wiſh me joy of 
ſeven. thouſand a year! not that I ſhould 


care the ſnuff, of a candle; for my @wn part 


I have enough to laſt me my life, and all 
things will have an end; we ſhall all have a 
mouthful of mould in time; but go on, Mr. 


Lawyer, don't let us be 8 hot watcr 
f till neue ee Nein en dei 


tyre rot 


e Naſh. rai to r once wore, 
| givi ng every word its full force and meaning. 
* I do alſo give and /bequeath; to the 
Honourable, Francis Neville, only ſon of the 
Right Honourable; John Neville, Viſcount 
Fortroſe, &c, &cg und huſband to ray dearly 
beloved niece, Grace Neville, late Vernon, 
and their heirs, my * known by the 


name 
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name of Studeville Court or Manor, ſituated. 
in the county of Glouceſter aforeſaid, near 
the city of Briſtol, the Manor or Court 
houſe furniſhed as it now ſtands, with all 


the family pictures, plate, linen, China, &c. 
(ont ſervice of plate and China excepted, 


which I reſerve to be diſpoſed of according 
n future clauſe); all the park, manor, 
farms, woods. and every other right and ap- 


purtenance thereunto belonging, compriſing 


all the reſt of my landed property: The 
ſaid eſtate. chargeable with an annuity of 
fifteen: hundred a year for one liſe only, 


hereafter mentioned. But to this bequeſt 1 
do annex the following: conditions; that the 
ſaid Francis and Grace Neville da, within 


twelve months after my deceaſe, aſſume the 
name of de Studeville, in addition to that of 
Neville, and do henceforward bear the arms 


of that family in a ſeparate ſhield from thoſe 


eee eee 1 
D. N . (- | 

Here the drapes once more pen 
the lecture; indeed he was more like a mad- 


5 man 
0 1 


at Neville, united under the Studeville _ | 


- 4 
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" 
TS Es OE EIN Ed... 


. rab esians 
man chan u wesſonchie . beiüg Ee ſeemed 


- 


_ inwardly convulſed before he ſpoke; then, 


having vented his fury upon tlie table, which 


he nearly. overſet, he ſtamped about the 
room, curſed and ſwore: in the? moſt horrible 


manger “ Scandalous by God all a 
damned juggle the moſt curſed" piece of 


villanytHatever was heard of l the old woman 
neither knew vrhat ſhe wrote or ſigned ; he 


would diſpute the will WS r 


- 


quence; the draper had offended him very 


Mrs. Studeville was ſenſible to her very laſt 
moment. I rejoice at my brother's and 


3 Dad at en bY ee to; 


James once more choſe to diſplay his elo- 


ſeriouſly, and he was now determined to re- 
taliate. g Al your ſcandalous fpeeches, 
Mr. Chambers, won't alter a ſingle word of 
that will 3 it is perfectly valid, and you know 


ſiſtei?s good fortune, as much as 1 do at 


your diſappoint ment; for you have no- 


convinced me you were not worthy the poor 


dear ſoul's notice. I could have told _ 
jt Oe $a mb alt Wel 
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| The: draper tan up to the ofütor with 
fuck furious looks as made him retreat 
rather haſtily, while the ok} man exclal med, 


« Tou damned hypocritical raſcal! would © 
to God I could jump down your thraat, and 


turn you inſide out. What a pretty figure 
you would cut! your heart is as black as the 
old woman's coffin will be! ſuch fellows 
onght to be expoſed to the world. If I was 


ſnotty- noſed puppies as you to have the aſ- 


ſurance to interrupt mel Old as I am, 1 
could turn you up; but you are not worth - 
the notice: of an honeſt man. Nor did . 


want any of your ſneering. Mr. Lawyer.“ 
Mr. Naſh unfortunately had not doh 
able to keep his countenance, and now ſaid, 


very calmly, I have heard two detain ot 


fall out before now; S. 
Oh, damme, out with it at once,“ re- 
plied the draper; ML know what you meant 


to repeat all the things I have heard you ſay 


againſt this poor old woman, damme, they 
would reach from here to London! ſuch 


to- 


1 your wiſhes rot _ _ Naſh. 


236 Tam) ben. 
to ſay hen rogues all out, honeſt people 
come at their on; but I defy, you or any 
; bes hayn of me or mine. 
1.1.45, Blets me, Mr. Chambers,” rejoined the 
| een „you are ready to quarrel for 
ſtraws this evening, · I ſhould not have ad- 


4 debe . e Fey u der 


f denk, and wil, eee one * 
I had rather you would ſay what you think, 
then nnn grin rf un of's . 


. « neee to conform to 


. 


be ed e the 8 the | 


KS OUR more, while his ſon's countenance 
expreſſed ſomething between a laugh and a 


cry, but he remained ſilent. Mr. Cary's 


- contempt for the old man ſeemed conſider- 
ably increaſed, and he even regarded him 
now with every mark of indignation, but 


pin . is e thinking 
| it 


All 
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it mote polite to follow the example of the 
Duke, Earl, and Mr. Neville; indeed they 
all three wiſhed to ſee what lengths the old 


man would go; he wanted no accuſer to 


Ader the e * his Ws PRIMA AY 


Bat ha fearing Liab 
in their eſtimation by what the old man had 
ſaid, dared him to affirm he had ever uttered 
a difreſpectful word relative to Mrs. Stude- 
ville, though he had frequently liſtened to 
him with wonder and amaze, when inveigh- 
ing againſt the deceaſed ; but if he had con- 
wh 15 filence upon thoſe occaſions into 
approbation, he was very much miſtaken ; 
as his forbearance merely aroſe from thoſe 


diſcourfes having always paffedd under Mrs. 1 


Studeville's roof, and his not having any wifn 


to pay his court At pw 2 585 ae 2 


pres © 


«pt 


5 The old fellow once more ran up to 
him, and holding his doubled fiſt. witl-⸗ 
in an inch of his noſe, ſaid, Thou 
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lying, pitiful, | n ſcoundrel.1- . 
yu look me in the face, aud fay I was 
ever half ſo bad as yourſelf 2 if I have 
laughed now and then, it was only to hear 
what you would fay ; I knew you was try- 
ing to cant the old woman out of one & of her 
eſtates at her death.” m 

I ſubſcribe to the ſutice: of your * 
1 ſeryation, Sir,” ſaid James, and you were 
endeavouting to wheedle her out of the 
ober 3 ſo now we are e both h . 


* Tbe Duke 1 5 this the belt this 


7 Ne had ever ſaid, and it t created a ſort of 
Ha univerſal ſcile. , | Wh, 


114 1 * 
enn 


- : 1 
„ 2 
As 


2 « 4 Ave, En Sky by 1 ſaid the 


draper, « try to laugh it off, James; you 
may as well be merry 4s ſad ; now your dear 


2 brother and ſiſter have got the family man- 
ſion, you muſt” be vaſtly delighted. My 
blood boils to think what a ſcoundrel you 
ate, James, I wiſh you joy, Mr. Neville; 
and don't now wonder you were in ſuch a 
hutry to part with your liberty; Grace and 

| | you 
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you have done it nicely betueen You.” The 
manors will join now. 
could not accompliſh, the young one has ; 

ten or eleven thouſand a year is a very pretty 


income to begin the world with! I wiſh you 
both health to enjoy that; and the illuſtrious 


name tacked to it. But, damme, J never 


knew ill-gotten riches proſper yet. I don't 


mean to ſay it is unfair; T'snly wiſh Þ could 


have flattered and fawned as ſome people 


have done. There goes the two eſtates out 
of the family as à body. may fay ; what the- 


devil fignifies having heirs at this rate ? bln ; 
„ eee 268 man} By e JOAN - + 


17 N 


The 1 fary 3 8 to ab- 
fide while he paced the room, the company 


addreſſed Mr. Neville, and paid him their 
„ e 2P98 his FROM * 1. 2 


8 You "SO had 8 wiſhes, Mr. 
Neville,“ ſaid the draper. wins 
thank you, Sir, ſaid Neville, 44 1 


5 4 1 always 


= 


What the old one 9 
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always flattered | myſelf I poſſeſſed them be- 
joe? 

1 aye, you may laugh, Sir your 
mirth i is rather more natural than that pimp- 


of ing ſcoundrel, James Vernon's, was; you was 


not in great ſuſpenſe, I fancy. Madam 
Grace was not content with living upon the 
old ſimpleton during her lifetime, but muſt 


take care to ſecure the beſt half of what 


the was worth when ſhe tipped off the perch. 
I wonder. what the old woman ſent for me 
and my family for, except it was to make 
as fool away our money ; but Pray 414208 
Mr. Eavyer,” ©: +; 
Mr. Naſh looked at tha Earl, es ſaid, 
I that gentleman has caſed his mind, 
we ſhould * to bear FR * 
Sir.“ * 7 4 
IN « I befieve l muſtinks « for aighds hoo, 
my Lord, before I ſhall recover my temper ;— 
"eaſe my mind, ſorſooth! not 1 truly, nor 
never ſhall, when reflect upon the property 
e have been chouſed out of; but 


. Wh Wa 1 wiſh 


* 


* 
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1 Wink to hear the end, if there is any thing 
more worth liſtening to. I know the old fpin- - 
ſter was damned ſtingy, ſo ſhe may have a 
hoard in one of her ſtockings ſhe could not bare 
put under her head for a pillow. Lee" us 
hear what there is to come.” | 
Mr. Naſh once more began. „18 
and bequeath to my well · beloved couſin 
the Honourable Suſan St. Aubyn, daughter 
of Suſan, Viſcounteſs owe Naga the Ke 
Honourable Alexander 
Damn all titles!” "exclaimed aach 
«tothe point ; don't ſay I ſtop you /h 
* 'Blefs' me, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Naſh, . | 
have made ine loſe my places“ 
Fou will eabily find it again axtioly the 
titles and dearly” beloveds, all a parcel of 
curſed nonſenſe to lengthen out ; but pray 
let's hear what ey Honourable NS" is its 
have,” 5 


Le Ten thoukin cont ” 155 and law „ 


ful money of Great Britain. % ab 
Was there ever ſuch damned ſtuff. 
Did you, Mr. Lawyer, or the old girl, ſup» 


At hers th I nean, 

"poſe i: going to pay this, orfany 
N other legacy, on money made out of lead or 
iron for that purpoſe 2, Ten thouſand 

2 pounds well, no matter, proceed. Ween 
I alſo give and bequeath to Auſtin 
Mellifont, Eſq. ſon. to the late e 
5 7 © Are we to hat the whole pedigree 3 x 
once more interrupted the drapen 
The lawyer hurried over the reſt; of the 
peu to this bequeſt, which was, Five 
hundied pounds to be laid out in a ring, and 
worn in memory of Mrs. Studeville,” —And 
then proceeded, * I give and bequeath to 
my dearly beloved niece, Grace Neville, late 
Vernon, wife of, &c. all my jewels, trinkets, 
gold and filver. medals, ſnuff-boxes, etuis, 
miniature pictures, watches, &c, &c., and 
in particular the watch I now wear, the gift 
of the Right Honourable, and moſt illuſtri- 

. ous Ferdinand Duke di Ferrara, which J 
defire ſhe would always wear for hi ſake 


and mine, as ſhe values my memory. 
i 43 5 el. [There 
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There is a pretty go, ſaid the draper, 


hat a fine hoard there is, 1 will warrant 


me l What a pity the damned old warming- 
pan, as my Lord called it, was taken from it; 
but that is pretty well replaced; Grace wont 
be any great loſer · in the end. There are all 
the family jewels from the firſt of the race. 
My poor dear wife, God reſt her ſoul ! has 
oſten told nie the ſhould never have wiſhed 
for a larger fortune than the cabinet of 


curioſities, as ſhe called this gift. Tell your 


dearly. beloved, Mr. Neville, I wiſh her joy, 
and would gue ber ten que n for. 
that lot.“ , 1 8 5 

«.You are , very dt; Su, e 
Neville, ] ſhall certainly inform my wife of 
your kind wiſhes and generous offer. Slould 
ſhe wiſh to diſpoſe of her gift, 1 l dare on you” 
"— preſerve; every article.” 

* May I be ſhot if 1 id keep of. 

ben a week and ſhe is a fool if ſhe does 


other.“ Lightly got, lightly ſpent.“ 1 


bare known as rich folks as ſhe will be, have 


- 


| 5 ate both at Stude ville Court“. 
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their noſes brought to the grindſtone. How. 
ever, give me & clear conſcience } I ſhould not 
wonder if both the old fabrics were haunted 
to the end of time. But no matter for that; 
let's hear if there is any thing more 
. A great deal yet, Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Naſh ;— 
« I give and bequeath to my executor the 
Right Honourable: Ferdinand Duke di Fer- 
rara, the ſervice of plate I reſerved, which 

bears the De Courcy arms, and formerly be- 
longed to that family, as well as the eſtate 
already bequeathed to that Nobleman; and 
likewiſe a ſervice of Dreſden china, alſo re- 
ſerved, bearing the ſame arms, and which 


„ God grant me patience l“ ald the dra- 


pen. 1 might eat off a dirty wooden 9 48 
tttencber all the days of my liſe, for what this am 
generous old lady cated. But if that was char 

all I had to vex me, I ſhould not mind; If 9 
ever I met with ſuch a dilatory fellow as this I Jeers 

lawyer: he Nep. _ Km * 2 

ae e og 


| moment.” wit, 


5 Mr. 


Mr. 


James Vernon, ſaid, * 
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Mr. Naſh went on. give and be- 
queath to Suſan Viſcounteſs Gowrie, widow. 
of the late &c. 78. the ſum of five hundred 


pounds for a ring,” 


The old draper having taken a - glance at 
Hey, hey, what tl. e 
devil are you thinking of now, Jem? why 
you ſeem quite chop- allen! youcau t i rate as 
you did a while ago. Your name don't 
figure yet among the he, beloveds. I rejoice 
from the bottom of my ſoul--aye,-aye; you 
may puzzle your poor weak- brains, - and 
ſtudy all the quirks of your profeſſion ; your 
dear aunt han't made your fortune. She 
knew you as well as J do, James, and what 
ule you would make of her hoards.” 
No doubt, Sir,” retorted James, “ I 
am only aſtoniſhed they did not fall to e 
mare“. | 
Oh you ſneering puppy! none of your. 
jeers if you wiſh to fleep in a whole ſkin.. 7 | 
don't care if my name an't mentioned, fo 
long as your's is but omitted,” 
VOL. 111, H I could 
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I could not think of returning you the 
compliment, Sir,“ replied © James. 

Mr. Naſh was again permitted tocontinue 
his lecture. I give and-bequeath to my 
nephew James Vernon, ſtudent at — 

College, Oxford, fon of the late James 


be clerk, &c.“ 
Aye, aye, / prick up your ears now 


James!“ intetrupted the draper, „but 
wee to mind, A there an't a mw ut 


| love.” 


= 


"James 4 eaſi by conſoled bimſelf fie thoſe 
omiſſions, ald triumphed over the draper to 
find his name, at all events, preceded his. 

The attorney proceeded. © The ſum of five 
thouſand pounds, and fifteen hundred a 
year for life, to be paid out of the revenues 
of the eſtate of Studeville Court, as already 


yr ga * 


Wl lowered his eyes, and affected, at 
leaſt, to return thanks, 
| 6 Quick, 
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Quick, a glaſs. of water h exclaimed 


the draper, the poor devil is going off! 
James raiſed his eyes. 1 ſhould be forty 
to give you ſo much trouble, Sir. That my 


. gratitude ſhould excite your raillery does 


not aſtoniſ me; I oniy hope none of my ſur- 


viving relations, yourſelf excepted, will ever 


have reaſon to think my generous aunt has 
been too bountiful to me.“ I 
« Twill be hanged, drawn, and quartered, 
if ſome of them are not of that opinion al- 
ready. Depend upon it, every quarter day 
there will be prayers offered up for your 
life: though for my own part, uſeleſs as 
you are, I wiſh you may live to the age of 
Methuſalem, even were it only to plague 
your dearly beloved ſiſter. Is there any 
thing more, Mr. Gooſe-quill? though I am 
ſure, after what I have heard, Nen can't * 


any thing worth liſtening to. 


"Mr. Naſh went on—< I give and be- 
queath to Robert Chambers, junior, only 
fon of Robert Chambers, wholeſale wool-. 
len-draper, of Birchin-lane, in the City of 

"x IM | London, 
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' London; the fum of five thouſand: pom, 
in conſideration of his relationſhip to the 
late Sir Yelverton de Studeville. I alſo give 
and bequeath to Charles Cary, dry-ſalter, of 
Finſbury- ſquare, in the City of London, 
-huſband of my well-beloved niece, Rachel 
Chambers, now Cary, the ſum of ten thou- 
ſand pounds, and to his wife, the aforeſaid 
Rachel Cary, the ſum of five thouſand 
Pounds, independent of the controul of her 
ſaid huſband, and to be diſpoſed of at her 
death according to her laſt will.“ 
There again,” ſaid the draper, “ juſt 
to make a woman headſtropg and impudent, 
and ſet a man and wife together by the ears; 
however, this is more than 1 er z 18 
there any thing more?“ 
Mr. Naſh, who had not raiſed his eyes, 


cantinued—“ ] alſo give and bequeath. to 
Robert Chambers, lenior, woollen- draper, 


&c. &c. the ſum of one hundred nd 

to be laid out in a ring. 

1 Oh! for a blazing hos towarm the old 

cat !” exclaimed the en lay her paltty 
bequeſt 
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bequeſt out in a ring! If I. do, may I meet 
her in the next world, that's all A hundred 
pounds | this I could have forgiven; hut 
were not my children the neareſt relations 
ſhe had? was not my wife her own filter ? 
and had they not a greater right to her 
eſtates than any Duke's or Lord's ſons in 
Chriſtendom ? But ſhe was made up of pride, 

ayarice, and deceit ; and I will ſay, aye, and 
maintain it too-to my dying day, this is the 
moſt abominable, ſcandalous will ever was 
made! and as for you, Mr. Lawyer, why, if 


I bad half ſo much to anſwer for as you have, 


why, I would get out of the world as faſt as ; 
could by the means of a halter.“ 


What a mean, pitiful notion!“ ſaid the 


atforney; with an arch look; now ſhould _ 
your recent diſappointment prey too much 
upon your ſpirits, Mr. Chambers, I would 
adviſe you to make uſe of a piſtol ; it is in- 
finitely more genteel than a cord 
The old draper, almoſt driven to inſanity, 
to find all his. long-cherithed hopes ſo totally 

5 > 8 fruſtrated, 
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fruſtrated, ſtarted once more from his chair, 
and began to ſtamp, for it could not be 
called pacing the room. In a few ſeconds he 
placed himſelf oppoſite to Mr. Cary. -* Did 
you eyer know. a ſet of people more ſcanda- 


lauſly treated, ſon Cary? is it not more than 
ſleſh and blood can bear?“ 


«Your unexampled — Ho ſuch 


- "abs; Shs e Sir,” replied Mr. Cary, warmly, 


has made me truly aſhamed of our con- 


nection.“ 


A* Why, vou mad. not 3 to 5 


Cary, we have not been ſhamefully chouſed? 


I-can't always command my - temper ; pray 


ought not this fortune to have been divided 
among Madam (ſince I muſt be polite) 


Madam Studeville's nephews and nieces? As 


for Jem Vernon, why if the old woman has 
| choſe to leave his ſhare to his ſiſter, that is no 
 n:ore than he deſerves; and if I was Mr. 
Neville, I would make him go to law for 
his annuity. However, if the beſt part of 


the property has fallen to their a that 1 
don't 


TY | WY. WY, ON 
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don't ſo much mind; but to think of ſeven 
thouſand a year, plate, China, and the devil | 


knows not what beſides, going to a. ſecond 


couſin, would make a man of any ſpirit tear 


the fleſh off his bones!“ 


If any one preſent, Sir, ſaid Cary, in 
a manly tone, has any right to complain, 
Iam the perſon. My countenance has, I 
dare ſay, or it has very ill accorded with my 
feelings, expreſſed my diſappointment | and 
there are gentlemen preſent - whoſe good 
opinion I coyet far more than any part of 
Mrs. Studeville's eſtates. I will, with their 


leave, inform them how groſſly 1 have been 
deceived by your miſrepreſentations. When 


you made propoſals to me (through the 


medium of one of the worthieſt men in 
England) in favour of your daughter, of 


whom I had taken ſome little notice ia pub- 
lic, you authorized bim to ſay, and .I 
could depend upon his veracity, that Mrs. 


Studeville's fortune would be equally divided 
at her death between, her nephews and 


nieces; by which diſpoſition they would 
H4 . have 


\ 
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have been moſt amply provided for; and 1 
muſt acknowledge the brilliant proſpect held 
out to me was my chief inducement to 
make your daughter an offer of my hand. 
Five thouſand pounds, the half to be paid 
down, the remainder within twelve months, 
you knew was not an object to me: yet, 
give me leave to aſſure you, Mrs. Cary has 
riſen ſo much in my eſteem ſince our mar- 
riage, I am convinced I ſhall never have rea- 
fon to repent I ſuffered myſelf to be deluded 
vith reſpect to her fortune. I am convinced 
"that; like myſelf, ſhe believed what you aſ- 
ſerted. Not contented with having duped 


me ſo epregiouſly in the firſt inſtance, you 


have even aſſured me Mrs. Cary would moſt 
likely come in for a very conſiderable ſhare 
of the ready money you knew Mrs Studeville 
bad ſuffered to accumulate fince her father's 
death, which was all ſhe had in her power to 
diſpoſe of. - Had I taken the trouble to con- 
ſult Sir Yelverton de Studeville's will, either 
' before or after my marriage, I think I ſhould 
have foreſeen neither Studeville Court, nor 
Newnham 
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Newaham Hall would have fallen to my 
lot: and I can aſſure this company, I feel 
myfelf particularly flattered, ſtragger as I 


was comparatively to the old lady, to find 


my name mentioned in her will; her bounty 


towards me and my wife will make a very 
pretty addition to our fortune; and I truſt we 
ſhall both ever gratefully venerate the 
memory of Mrs, Studeville.“ 

Tbe whole company, though perfectly 
d of the juſtice of Mr. Cary's accu- 
ſations, were ſtill · very much aſtoniſhed the 


draper had allowed him to proceed thus far 
without interruption; but conſcious guilt 


had tied his tongue. Vet to be thus pub- 
licly accuſed by a part of his on family, 
whoſe, rights he had been ſo ftrenuouſly 


ſupporting, and to perceive James Vernon' 


openly enjoying his mortitication, made him 
once more . almoſt frantic with rage; he 
ttembled every joint of him, while his feet 


kept in motion (ſomething like thoſe of a 


horle when taught the manege) till Mr. 


HS Cary 
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Cary ceaſed ſpeaking; he then burſt out 


with, Well, damme, this is aſſurance with 


a vengeance L what I merely ſaid was likely 


to be, | I am now accuſed of having aſſerted 


as fact. It won't be ſafe ſoon to open one's 


mouth at all. Now, what you can expect. 
to gain, Cary, by attempting to blow me up 
in this manner, I can't foreſee. I could 


forgive that ſneaking, grinning puppy, Jem. 


Vernon; he wants to curry favour with the 


executors, a paltry hound! but as for you, 


Cary, why you are a damned fool for your 


Pains! I told you the old woman had a 


night to divide her property ſhare and ſhare 
alike; between her two nephews and two 
nieces; and who beſides you will fay the 
ought not to have done ſo, 1 ſhould be glad 
to know- 
« You told me, Sir,” ſaid Mr. „ 
« Mrs. Studeville's property was entailed 
upon her nephews and nieces, or F ſhould 
never have expected to come in for ſo much 
as I have done, conſidei ing the little preten- 
| ſions 
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fions I bad to her favour. 1 am almoſt A 
total ſtranger to this' honourable company, 
therefore they-may entertain ſome doubts of 
my veracity: You' have convinced me, if 
oat hs could clear your fame; you would not 
ſcruple to employ them; but, I repeat my 
words, you deceived nie moſt ſcandalouſly; 


and I dare your fon Robert to confute the 


charge, for he was preſent during many of 
our converſations relative to this ſubject. 


However, ſhould he be hardened enough to 


endeavour to excolpate you, I will confront 
you with Mr. Wilſon. He believed your 
former ftory as much as I did; or his advice 
to me would have been very different to what 
it! was. He acknowledged, when he firſt 
hinted the wiſhes you had at different times 
expreſſed concerning me and your daughter, 
that he had written to a friend at Briſtol to 


inquire whether Mrs. Studeville was as rich 


as you had grven him to underſtand, and was 
anſwered in the affirmative; nay, that you 
had ſpoken within bounds. © This induced 


him to credit your other fabrications, as it 
1 was 
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| was neither his nor my Principles: to have 
aſked our moſt confidential friends what 
benefit you or your family would reap from 
any . body's death! Your tale was probable, 


both; and I have no doubt but Mr. Wilſon, 
when he learns the whole was Invented for 
the baſeſt of purpoſes, will deſpiſe you as 
trad as I do at Sk moment. 
90 Bs FELK 

The old man; totally W refuting 
theſe ſerious charges, affected to laugh at 
them. A likely ſtory, truly; pray what 
was he to get by making him or any man 
believe Mrs. Studeville was obliged to give 
her money to her heirs? be (poke as he 
thought at the time, and he was only ſorry he 
had beſtowed his daughter upon * an un- 


| inn fellow. 


To put an end to his. nhaking) taunt- 
ing ſpeeches, meant to provoke Mr. 
Cary to a downright quarrel, Lord Mel- 
ton deſired Mr. Naſh to conclude the 

© FCor y | Will; 


and plauſibly and circumſtantially told to 
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her funeral, and intreating ſhe might be con- 
veyed to Studeville Court, and laid at the 
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will; the latter part of which mergly con 
cerned the ſervants, to all of whom le- 


pal ones annuities for life; and finiſhed by 
making the Duke di Ferrara reſiduary lega- 
tee, with very particular orders reſpecting 


feet of Sir neee 2..JUu0dux [408 (7.09 


ad bio notify wo blo 01 eino [71109 


Oh, that L 4 but the pleaſure of finds 


ing her to her dearly bealaved: Court, ſaitl the 


draper. If the ſiſn did not eat her be- 


fore ſhe reached it; ſhe; ſhould travel there 


by water if L walked up to my middle n 
n to ſet e Use ing 


| ; v4 R | : 
10 vis 10 £11 $24 Y? 1181 E. QC) 


As no one r, any anſwer to theſs bril- 


liant effuſions, Mr, Naſh' preſented: the will 


to Lord Melton, and waited 1 in ſilence ** . 


Lord(hip's further orders, « 1 A8'h 


The draper, on finding all was over, be- 
gan. Once more to traverſe the room ; ; but 
| * Ropping 


gacies were bequeathed, and to the princi- 


— 


rok. Te: 480 f tn 


389; POT ſuddenly oppoſite Mr. Naſh, ſaid; 
- How well old Nitk will de off When he 
gets you, though his dominions are n 
with Jawyers already?! 
I hopezwwhen Abe Sire replied 
the attorney, 51 fhall-fee you ry my 
brothers with broad cloth)?! 
8 1 No, no, Mr. Lawyer, "RN" bod warm 
en dugh without covering only give my 
compliments to old Sir Yelyerton, and his 
precious daughter; and tell the old gentle- 
man he ought to think himſelf rightly ſerved 
for leaving ſuch an immenſe propetty at the 
diſpoſal of ſuch a proud, abſurd, old fool 


piſtoling myſelf a thouſand times for having 

connected en, wo” him or any ot) his 
 hopefubbrood 2? 11 x 7 19 69 2/ 
„ Had not 1 beter ſay; nexrdltcring 
pourſelfß,- Sir ſaid the attorney; I thought 
that was your favourite way of makipg your 
exit.“ 
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vou may tell him, that I have been near 


. 1 


AE sft 1359 
James Vern miled the Gd ni Was“ 
therefore at a' loſs which to vent his ſpite 
upon; but the Duke and Lord Melton 
roſe, ſaying they ſhould return in a few* 
minutes, and left the room. Dating their . 
abſence, the draper beſtowed the moſt 


opprobrious epithets upon Mrs. Stude ville, 


atid was calling down bleffings upon her when 
the Duke and Fart returned, the former of 
whom immediately addreſſed him Y 
have, in compliance wirbt the wiſhes of the 
deceaſed, Mr. Chambers, heard the will 


read ; and fe people, believe, would Have" 
allowed you the liberties you have taken. 


The Earl of Melton and myſelf forbore 
ſaying any thing till that was over; but 1 
muſt no intreat you, in both our names, 

to forbear mentioning Mrs. Studeville in our- 
preſence, except you feel yourſelf inelined ta 


do it with the reſpect due to her memory. 


Notwithſtanding all you gave Mr. Cary to? 


underſtand (for in order to treat you in your 


own way; give me leave, Sir, to affure yo. 


would much ſooner take that gentleman's 


9290 word 


#1; 


— 


— . 


— 2 — — . — — 8 —— — —ũ—ꝓ6ka NJ yg — — 1 
* * . 4 


* * 4 ö ae 2 2 
9 — --- n 1 


* 


1560. : THS 7011 IAN. 


* than your bond), I am n eentaln ydu 
knew as well as any of this company, what 
power Mrs. Studeville had over her property; 


andd as for that part ſhe has ſo unexpectedly, 


and ſo unwiſhecd - for beſtowed upon me, the 


did it from the beſt ot all matives, perſuaded 


in her own mind I might want it. She 


| fancied J have a vaſt many more enemies 
than I flatter myſelf I ever ſhall have, and 


ſhe hoped, in any ſiniſte event, baving a 
ſeat, in this country might induce me oſten 
to viſit my friends in England. But I am 
ſo convinced I ſhall; never want a houſe of 
my own in this kingdom, while J have ſo 
many kind relations here ready and willing 


to receive me as theit inmate, I have al- 


- ready diſpoſed of this eſtate in my own mind, 
and in a manner 1 ain ſure would meet with 
Mrs. Studeville's approbation, could I make 
her. As: with g ere yo 0 
doing.) „ 

; ee as he bad told his fon 8 
Wards, not to knock under to any man, ſaid, 
lam ſure it's nothing to me v hat your Grace 


% 
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1 with this eſtate, or the ready money 
either which will fall to your. ſhare I ſup- 
poſe after you have paid all the legacies z 


but as for your expecting L ſhould reſpect | 
the memory of an old cat who has treated 


me and mine as ſhe has done, why it is quite 


out of character; and as for the dab ſhe | 


has left me, why I have determined, as 
ſpeedily as your Grace has done, what to do 
with it. I. muſt receive it by this day 
twelvemonth, and I will lay it out every 


ſhilling in faggots to burn the old hag in 


. effigy before my own door, juſt to mn 
the anni zerſary of her death.? 
I preſume Mr. Chambers,” ſaid 4 


maſter of this houſe ; were I t& treat you as 
you deſerve; I ſhould have you thrown out 


of the window! You ſhall; however; no longer 


ſhock'the ears of this company with your in- 
famous expreſſions; there is the door, Sir, 
and I beg, Mr. Naſh, you be- lee this gen- 
each of the houſe.. * 
ce „What! g 


Duke, „you have already forgot I am 


= = — 
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„What hy. Lord Dake, is this the way 


Tam to be treated ? turned like a dog out of 
a houſe that would have been my own if it 
had not been for the catiting, helliſh crew 


that ſurrounded the old cat! I neither care 
for vou nor your orders; let that raſcally 


lawyer touch me at bis peril. I won't go 


out you ſhall tura me out- you may kick 
me out yourſelt now you are maſter. — The 
old fellow became unintelligible from paſ- 
pon he foamed; at the mouth, roared rather 
than-ſpoke, ang tears of fury ſtarted into his 
eyes. But he would not approach the door. 


Curſed all titles, and every thing but true 


born Bfitons . his damned old cat and all 
her race were foreigners ; and there never was 


a good one yet came from beyond the ſeas.” 


Be ſo obliging as to ring the bell, Mr. 
Naſn,“ ſaid the Duke; “ my ſervants ſha! 


rid the company of this impudent fel- 
low, and let him apply 40; the wy Jos re- 
dne ianroat bio torn disl 3M c 
Mr. Naſh walked vpe. we hien dre 
Ste £ per, 
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4 per, and adviſed him not to force him to 
f comply with his Grace's orders, leading him 4 
. towards the door while he ſpoke. Finding 1 it 1 
; | uſclebs to contend any longer, the old man in 
e wiped the foam from his mouth, and ſtamp- j 
7 ing his foot with a yehemenze, laid, Come N 
ö along, boys, come along and bounced out 
5 of che room; ſending every perſon it con- 1 
- ined to he " mott akon 4 W 
r e wh Gates bt ee to Po | 
5 after what had paſſed, roſe with a moſt mor- 
. tified look; and ing to all _— ron 1 
| _ 0 father. : en 
ö Mr. vs All more bun illiat he 
connected with ſuch. a wretch, was alſo ri- 
' fing ; but the Duke, inſtantly advancing 
| towards the door (which he hut after the 
: Mr, Chambers's and the attorney) ſaid,” 5 
4 Surely Mr. Cary did not ſuppoſe himſelf . x 
included in the unpleaſant orders I was in a 1 
7 manner neceſitated to give; pray reſume 4 


» wr 02 | | | your 
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Hour ſeat, Sir; 1 have a vaſt many things to 
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talk over with you before we part.“ 


Mr. Cary .inftantly did as the Duke de- 
ad. * Grace is en obligtng.” 


Mr. Nach FE EPL «cquainting the 


Duke he bad left them engaged in a quarrel 
' - inthe court-yardz as the old man, wiſhing 


to create a revolt in his favour, be ſuppoſed, 


bad begun to ſtate his grievances to the ſer- 


vants, and to tell them how ſcandalouſly he 


had. been treated. But his complaints had 
merely excited their mirth; nay, the grooms 
were adviſing a ducking in the horſe-pond 
to cool the old gentleman's blood a little. 
However, his ſon, who ſeemed to have the 
moſt ſenſe of the two, was dragging him 
away by the collar, for fear the men, indig- 
nant at his abuſe, ſhould infli& the threat - 


ened puniſhment upon him. The Cham- 


bers's had deſired him to tell Mr. Cary they 
ſhould-wait for. oo at the mae, $ Arms * 


Newnham. (27 
. 6 Thea 
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Then their patience will be put to the 


proof, iaid Mr. Cary, ( for L certainly {hall 


not return to, town witch them; there is 
another inn in the town from whence I can 
moſt likely get a poſt · chaiſe.“ 

« You muſt fivour me with your com- 


pany a little longer, Mr. Cary,“ ſaid the 


Duke; I have many things to ſettle with 


you, and I will provide you with a convey- 
ance to Glouceſter.” | 

« Your Grace does me honour,” replied 
Mr. Cary, and may always command my 
attendance.” 


Neville and James, preſuming their com- 
pany could be diſpenſed with, propoſed join- 
ing the ladies. 

« Then pray intreat Mrs. Neville to ſend 
our tea into this room,“ ſaid the Duke. 


Mr. Naſh went out, by the Earl's deſire, to 
read that part of the will to Mrs. Studeville's 
"IT | houſehold, 
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houſehold, in which they were ſo materially 
concerned; and was requeſted to return into 
the library as ſoon as he had performed his 
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Bott tea, the Duke and Earl ex 


preſſed their regret that Mr, Cary ſhould 


have been, in a great meaſure, the dupe of 


the draper, whom they neither of them 
thought ſo abſolutely devoid of principle as 
he had (hewn himſelf to be. 


have his-doubts of the truth of his aſſertions 


before he had heard Mrs. Studeville's will ; 


and repeatedly afſured both executors he 
thought himſelf very much n to 1 


en * 
ce « My 


Mr. Cary acknowledged he had begun to 


— 1 
- — — „ 8 — 


— 


14 
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er My niece always foppaſed the vulgar 
Vietch was rich,“ ſaid the Earl; © pray what 


is your real opinion, Mr Cary ? the fortune 


he gave his daughter ſtruck me as trifling.” 

« on that I was rather ſurpriſed, my 
Lord, when I underſtood what I was to re- 
ceive with my wife; yet the great expecta- 
tions he held forth were, in my friend's opi- 
nion, equal to fifty thouſand pounds down. 
Mine was not a love match, though I have 
every reaſon to be ſatisfied with my choice, 
His father was what i is called a plain, honeſt, 
money - getting man, and died very rich, I 
have been aſſured; but Mr. Chambers's 
trade has fallen off very much of late years. 
I own | think he entertained great hopes of 
coming in for ſomething conſiderable. at 
Mrs. Studeville's death; therefore poſitively 
ſhould not be aſtoniſhed to ſee his name in 
the Gazette in the courſe of the enſues; ſix 
months 10 % „. 
£9%4 hope lach an event adi not ma- 
tethly affect you, Mr. Cary ?““ lad. the 
Duke, \ 1 . 

* ” ; 5 Not 
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1 


„Not in the ſlighteſt degree. Mr. 
Chambers ; and I never bad any dealings to- 
gether; the two thouſand five hundred 


pounds he ſtands bound to pay me within 


twelve months, is the only claim I ſhall 


have upon his effeds, and the loſs of the 
whoſe would not give me a moment's \Con- 
—_ 

2.4.1 am F to hear it, ” the Duke. re- 
plied ; * but in oonſequence of your having 
been ſo egregiouſly taken in, and becauſe I 
think you have a far greater right to it, I 
mean to propoſe an exchange to you. An 
eſtate in England would be an ablolute in- 
cumbrance to me. I am already as rich as 
the moſt unreaſonable man can deſire; there- 
fore, with your leave, I will take your's and 


your wife's legacy, and put you in poſſeſſion 
of Newnham Hall, and all the appurte- 


nances thereunto belonging, Stop, ſtop,” 
perceiving Mr. Cary was, gotng to reply, * 1 
muſt ſaddle it with what I am ſure you will 


conſider as a trifling incumbrance, namely, | 


five bundred a year for the life of Mr. Ver- 


Vo. III. [ non; 


art "OF At,” Pg 54g 


—_ * 
©... — => 


_ * 
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non; he has been very imprudent, but is 
no brother-in-law to one of my belt friends; 
and that ſum, added to what Mrs. Stude- 
ville has left him, _ enable peaks to See in 
a very ber n. FP 

Mf. Cary now wid to Oy kits ene of 
the Duke's generous propoſal, and only in- 
treated to know his wiſhes that he might 
conform to them in every reſpectʒ | hoped he 
would allow him to double the propoſed : an- 
nuity. and make it for two ves: * EONS 


* * | by | 


1 * 
7 4 —- 


This the Duke would not hear of, but 
told hini; by way of fulfilling the will of the 
deceaſed; he recommended his placing five 
rhoufand pounds in the funds in bis wife's 
name; and ſhould he ever be inclined to do 
any ching for her relations, which he koped 
would merely be in caſe they were reduced 
to require his aſſiſtance, a ſmall annuity, Juſt 
ſufficient to ſupply their immediate wants, 
would be all he ever ſhould adviſe, as ſuch 
people ought 'to be held in dependance : 

though 
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is though he by no means intended to diftate 


P to Mr. Cary what uſe he ought to make Na 1 
e- his fortune. bath A | 


| Wen Mr. Naſh joined the gentlemen, 
| he was ordered to draw up a ſhort deed ac-' 
of cording to the Duke's inſtructions, by which, 


- under the above - mentioned conditions, he 1 
it made over Newnham Hall, &c. to Mr.“ 

je Cary. The attorney was to draw up the | 
1 proper writings at greater length, to be ready 1 
: for ſigning after the funeral. | | 
t No, Mr. Cary,“ faid the Duke, «I ! 
e will not detain you any longer ;”” and Lord 11 
e Fortroſe's poſt-chaiſe and four, with that # 
8 Nobleman's permiſſion, was ordered to con- 4 | 
0 vey Mr. Cary to Glouceſter. While it was 5 
d getting ready, the Earl inquired if Mrs. a 
d Studeviile ſeemed to have been particularly 
ſt anxious about her funeral? and being an- 
ſwe red in the afhrmative, troubled Mr. Gary 

h to convey his orders for that purpoſe to a 


London undertaker. Mr. Naſh wrote them 
h I 2 down, 
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down, and about a quarter paſt eight, the 
former gentleman having been requeſted to 
rejoin the family at Studeville Court on the 
day previous to that appointed for the good 
lady's burial, ſet off on his return to Lon- 
don; the Duke firſt acquainting him he 
ſhould keep poſſeſſion of Newpham Halt 
till after that en, 1 

As ſoon. as the two executors were left 
alone with Mr. Nath, knowing he had al- 
ways acted as head- ſteward to the old lady, 
the Earl aſked him what money he ſup- 
poſed ſhe had out at intereſt, ard _ 
what ſecuritie? 

All her, money, ready caſh 4n 1 
banker hands excepted, is in the funds, 
my Lord. I don't ſuppoſe ſhe had leſs 
than a hundred and fifty thouſand en in 
the three per cent. conſols.“ . 
Indeed,“ faid the Earl; did not 
ſuppoſe ſhe. had died worth half ſo much; 
though I know Sir Yelverton had ſuffered 
his revenues to accumulate during his life- 

time; 


no! 


ö 
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time; but Mrs. Studeville « muſt have been 


ſtill. more ſaving.“ 4 
« She ſeldom laid by leſs than Gund thou- 


ſand a year a8 my Lord,“ ſaid Mr. 


Naſh. | 
15 * Well, poor woman, /ſhe could not bare 
diſpoſed of her ſavings better than ſhe has 
done. I ſuppoſe her papers of conſequence 
are chiefly at the Court? 

6:1 believe they are, I Lord. 


At that moment a ſervant! and 6 | 
told the Duke a labouring kind of man 
wiſhed to ſee the maſter or miſtreſs of the 
houſe, and chat was all 1 40 could LI out W 


him. It be 


„ Shew him in here this inſtant!“ i 


claimed the Duke and Earl, ſpeaking at 
once; as a ſimilar by of hope darted acrols 
their minds, 

A ſhort decent looking Welchman was 


now uſhered in. What is your buſineſs, my 


friend ?” ſaid the Earl, who met him almoſt 
13 at 


| 
»1 
Uh 
11 


- 
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at the door. The Duke kept his ſeat, and 
waited in ſilent, and aue. trembling 
anxiety. | 
The Welchman 3 looking half 
frightened, having underſtood, from the ſer- 
vant's addreſs to Lord Melton, he was in 
the preſence of a great man—* He had 
come to ſee Mrs. Studeville, but had been 
told, when he inquired for the houſe, ſhe 
was juſt dead; and this ſad news had made 
him wiſh himſelf at home again.” He then 
pulled one of the hand-bills out of his pocket, 
which had been diſtributed about the coun- 
try; „ it was this piece of paper, my Lord, 
that brought me; it ſays, any perion ſhall 
be well rewarded who can give any informa+ 
tion about this here young gentleman f”? | 
The Duke, no longer able to reſtrain his 
impatience, roſe. | “ What do you know, 
my good friend? you ſhall be handſomely re - 
warded if you can but tell us what road the 
people took who ned __ the child Ae. 
ſeribed in that SES 6 
W ala cmd 3 * Leould, 


ne 


— 


ee , wud ho 


* w 


could almoſt. ſwear now,“ ſaid the 
Welchman, © the little boy I ſaw was yof᷑ũ 
ſon, Sir; for he did not look like a. failor's 5 
child indeed he was like neither pans 


mother,” ! -;- 
Come and. fit FR ſaid the — 


« you ſeem, tired; and fairly dragged the 
poor man towards the table where they had 
been ſitting 3 made him take a chair, then 
laid, *5,Now,; my good friend, tell me all you 
know about this child?“ 

I have walked near forty * ſince 
yeſterday morning for that purpoſe, my 
Lord,“ replied the man, « and hope I am 
now in time, if no one. has been befgrehayd 
with me; though my heart milgave me 
when 1 heard the poor lady who was to Pay 
the money, was dead,” SORT 

e Yop-ſhall be equally.remarded, ray good 
friend, faid the Duke, „ if you haye 


brought any information; and at all events 
you ſhall not loſe your labour. . | 
I hope the poor lady did not dis of 
grief, ” ſaid the Welchman. 

I 4 No 


» 
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% No, no,” faid the Duke; but what 
z Sit you know? and where did you ſee the 


child you came about? 

„Why, only three days 480, my 800 a 
traveller put this paper into my hand; fays 
he, There, maſter? if you can find that 


young gentleman, Why you may leave off 


brewing beer.“ So, as T told him, I ſhould 
never make a fortune at that, but would 
look 'at the paper; and when I ſaw what it 
was, I kept my thoughts to myſelf, or 1 
know he would have wanted to have gone 
my halves. I keep the” fign of the Black 


Horſe, a little houſe four miles on this fide 


of Cowbridge, in Wales; which you muſt 
have ſeen if you have ever been that road. 
It is the only houſe where you can ſtop to 
bait between there and Cardiff. My father 


; kept it before me, and we made ſhift to pick 
up a bit of bread. - So, when the man was 


gone, I told my Dame what I thought, and 
ſhe well remembered, as well as me, the very 
day the failor, his wife, and the little boy 


= 4 
, 7 32 
2 
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was at our houſe; and when we calculated | 
the time the paper mentions, and the day 
they called, we bothdatd we might as well he 
lucky as other folks. It is now juſt a fort- 
night ſince ; it was a very warm day, as * | 
may remember, my Lord. . 

I do perfectly,“ ſaid the Duke, 40 AI 
have great reaſon to hope your n will 
prove ſucceſsful.” 


beg God:fend it May aid the Welchman' 


my family was once noble, are yourſs oY 
Lord, but the cruel wars —— | 
« You were talking of the _ the Aber 

and his wife ene with the little boy Kt 
da the Duke. 15301 
The Welchman ed his ſtory. 5 They 
cam e in about ten o clock in the morning, 
my Lord, in a one - horſe chaiſe. To be ſure 
I ſeldom have people ſtop: at my houſe in 
carriages, ! except now and then at this ſea» 
ſon Well, my. Lord, they alighted.; the 
horſe was very much tired, and I told them 
they DIL have come along way. From the 
EYE New 
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New Paffage,” they anſwered, that morning, 


which was a ſhame, as I could not help ſay- 


ing : - however the man ordered me to feed 


the horſe well, and ſaid he would pay me to 


ub bim down; he ſhould ſtop till evening. 


and defired to have a room to themſelves; 
and when they had eat and drank pretty 


plentifully, they faid they ſſiould like to lie 


down for an hour or two. 80 they did all 
three! till paſt fix o'clock; they then had 
ſomething more. to eat and drink, and ſaid 
they would go in the cool of the evening; 


they were going to Swanſea, and they meant 


to reach Pile Houſe to ſleep, which as I ſaid 
they might do, as the horſe ſeemed a very 
good one, though eighteen miles, as T told 
them, was pretty well after what the poor 
beaſt had done in the morning. So, my 
Lord, they left my houſe, and three days 
after I ſaw the very ſame horſe and the ſame 
man I could ſwear; but he was ſo much al- 
tered, it was not every body would have 
known him, and I am ſure I ſhould not if 
Ve! | | it 


0 
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1 had not been Wr liehe horſe arid chaiſe, 


which made me look at him again, and he 
turned his face dt if le was _—_— of 
being ſeen.“ 5 loch: i 200081 
gut where did you ſe bim the thind 
day?“ ſaid the Duke; and what was the 
difference you remarked en and 0 
Wm enk por ton N 
0 That I am going to tell you, wy. 4 

When he was at my houſe, he looked like a 


ſailor, and his face was almoſt of a tawny 


colour; but when | obſerved his ſhirt bo- 
ſom opened, he had a whiter ſkin than my- 
ſelf.-- So I thought:that was very odd at the 
time; but when I ſaw him at the Horſe and 
Jockey, at Cowbridge, he was all over alike, 
and dreſſed like a gentleman, as your Lord- 
ſhip: may be, _—_ he Was not in e. 


3», 


ing. | 4 
e Anidrepün n was the hue x Page 
_— ſaid the Duri... 

234 As-ture as I ſit here before ere 
en 16.919} 54 6 D F194 R 


9 b 0 Aud 


60 44 


ao T SICALIAN, 


Ss Aud who was with him when, you ſaw | 


him at: Cowbridge ry C5. 3-9 74 of ' M4 


Bu Nobody, my Lord. He told me Sos 


he was at my houſe, he ſhould leave his wife 
and child behind him for: their health; fo 
he might have been to Swanſea, and returned 
in that time, you know my Lord. el 
« How far is your hows from Swariſes? 87 
ſaid the Duke. 1 O ,,, Js 1 150 1 
* About forty. dd Kond, 15 15 
And how old do you ſuppoſe this gen- 
tleman to be?” de aan HQ n 
- (44 Why, when be was dteſſed like a fallor, 
my Lord, helooked about thirty z but when 
I ſaw him afterwards, he looked much 
younger, though I would be ſworn Oe 
ITO it was the ſame mann 
% And what ſort of a woman is his 
wiſe ED 01 
0h! ten years older than biinſdf, my 
Lord, and very ugly; but ſhe was a Welch 


woman, for I talked to her in Welch. She 


was very well dreſſed to be ſure, and called 
the little boy her dear child.” 
| « Now 


_— . >, = 


*. 
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„ Now: be ſo good as to deſctibe the 
child 8 ſigure and dreſs, as ne near as 9 can re- 
collect? ? 

„ Why, he y Git; my winds ad 
bad «monſtrous pretty hair; and I told 
my country-woman he was a very fine 
youth, and aſked her how old he was ?— Juſt 
turned of four.'--He looked older, I ſaid, and 
did not take after either father or mother. 
He was tall of his age, looked very healthy; 
and was dreſſed ina little green jacket; his 
waiſtcoat, trowſers, and ſtockings, were all 
white, and he had a blue _ coat over all; 


which hid every thing.” ot e:4 et 
« But you are not naſitive whether they 
went to Swanſea after aJl ?? 1:97 (i 1 


I can't be ſure, my Lord; but the 
time tallied; between my firſt and laſt ſeeing 


the gentleman, for them to have been there; 


and I can ſwear they , took that road, and 
the gentleman came that way back“, 


, 'G i671 [oa STSOYT 91 \I , 
"The 1 man's. narrative 8 various ſpe- 
ee in the minds of the Duke and 
„ | Earl ; 


= * # 
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Earl at times their hopes were wound up 
to the greateſt pitch of certainty; but When 
they came to reflect that all this man had 
ſaid about the child might have been got 
by heart out of the hand- bills, in which [his 
figure and dreſs were very accurately de- 
{cribed, they hardly dared venture: to give 
credit to his ſtory, ſimple and likely as it ap- 
peared. The Earl :afked the Duke's opi- 
nion in Italan. The Duke allowed there 
was every reaſon to believe the child in 
queſtion was his ſon, if the man's ſtory had 
vot eee peppi ver een, of trying 
to make his fortune 
VI 19049044 v7: Roch 100 1840 ov TUG? 
„ will put 4 few beds to him, 
faid the Earl, to ſee if he will cut him- 
felf;”” them addreſſing the man Was there 
any body at your houſe, my friend, when 
' this ſailor, _ wife, and child ſtopped 
there?“ 20 VE 380190183 (16111943; 99.99 
« There were ſeveral people called in the 
courſe of the day, my Lord; and two men 
that I know particularly, and are at my houſe 
de very 


- 
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very often, helped the chiſd and lady down; 
and I aſked them, after I had ſeen this 


paper, if they remembered the handſome 


little boy that looked as if he had been cry. 


ing? and they aid; ;f Very well; but I did. 


wh tell them What made me a. 
Tou acted very prudentlyZ”. ſaid the 
Earl; I ſuppoſe you will have no objection 

to accompany! any people we may chuſe to 
ſend to Swanſea, Ito deſeribe this man and 
eee and chaiſe, &c. BY jb. n mil 
Jam feady to ſet off to; the wotld's anks 
my Lord, to oblige you; I am ſure I ſhall, 


| make out what inn they went to. I have 
known Swanſea from a boy; oy ſend 
ſomebody with me, and I. will warrant me 


Lill findithem out am to have the re- 
ward though?“ [1 OW undo 243-1 TU} 
« Certainly,” replied the Earl, who turn- 
ing to the Duke, and ſpeaking in Italian, 
F.1- __ I a not 00 fight” of) this | 
25766 It; is not any! n "Bf my. Lord,! ” res 
plied the Duke; dba 
diately 


* 
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diateiy for Sanna 420 Wer _ with 
me. obi Unt | ; 
„ hope your Grace Hoare think of * 
ing Newnham before to- morrow morning; 
recollect you travelled all laſt night; you 
will certainly over fatigue yourſelf .. 

3:4 Were I to go to bed I could not Scop; 
therefore the ſooner I am upon the road, the 
better; beſides, even a few hours may be of 
| the utmoſt conſequence. I muſt go and in- 


L 


form the reſt of the company how my hopes 


ale raiſed, and Sire . "ow my 258 
th £1635 HIER 1 De gs OI 1) 2 * 1 
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oo attempt to / ſay” any more to diſſuade the 

Duke from his! purpoſe,” ſuffered him to re- 

turn to the company, while be ee 
8 the Welchmah ais 


I, 
ne 1 


21 MI. Naſh thought there was the neateſt 
likelihood of the young Marquis being 
found through this man's means, a5 he 
5 faith in lis ſtor. 
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The Duke's recital totally diſpelled the 
gloom prevalent in the ſaloon; though every 


one wiſhed Mrs. Studeville had lived to 
partake their joy. Neville, almoſt equally 


anxious as the Duke himſelf, intreated to 


accompany him. May I accept my 
friend's kind offer, my fair couſin ?*? ſaid 
the Duke to Mrs. Neville. 

If I did not know your Grace was in 
jeſt,” ſaid ſhe, „ ſhould be ſeriouſly 
offended by the queſtion ;. as I ſhould have 
felt very much inclined to quarrel with 
Neville if he had not made the offer.” 
Then if you can bear the fatigue of 
travelling a third night, Neville, I ſhall feel 
myſelf very much 'obliged* to . * mo 
. | 


Mellifont kd he meant to have made 
the fame propoſal ; but would not requeſt 
to make the third, as he ſhould only incom- 
mode them without being of any ſervice. 


Horſes 


i * 
1 
4 32 
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Forſes were immediately ordered to be 
a put to two carriages; tbe Welchman was to 
travel with the valets, and two ſerrants of 
the Duke's, who had accompanied the Mar- 
quis. to Newnham, were to ride poſt. Ee- 
tween nine and ten all were ready; and, aceom- 
panied by the good wiſhes of all the party, 
who offered up the moſt fervent Prayer: for 
their. luccels, they . out. ü 
ond 50 TY 
> Tvoretine in the night; ade Welch Mi 
were ſuch impediments, they did not get on 
by any means ſo faſt as the Duke wiſhed; 
though the poſtillions did every thing in their 
power to phlige bim. The Welchman re- 
joiced all the way, to the no ſmall amuſe- 
ment of his companions, to think how his 
poor dear wife would look when ſhe aw how 
be returned; for they were to ſtop at his 
houſe to bear her ſtory; and for the good 
man to give orders how muten were to be 
managed during his — 


1 by There 
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There was nobody up at Cardiff where 
they changed horſes. The courier was, there- 
fore, ordered to ride forward, and diſturb the 
miſtreſs of the Black Horſe, to get ſome 
water boiling, as the travellers thought a 
baſon of tea would refreſh them; and they 
could drink one while the landlady told her 
ſtory, and the landlord was arranging his 
affairs. The good man would have liked 
very well to have rode forward himſelf; but 
could” not give up the idea of being ſeen 
alighting from a Lord's fever lc by his 
ne Dad | 


-They x naikes his Beute between four and 
five in the morning. The poor woman was 
overjoyed; and repeated © nearly. word for 
word the exact ſtory her huſband had told; 
remembered his having mentioned ſeeing 
the ſailor again, who, ſhe obſerved, muſt 
have paſſed their houſe while her good man 
was out, and ſhe was buſy; elſe ſhe ſhould 
have known the horſe and hails — ws ſhe 


had not known the man 
abi 1) 113115 The 


31 
The Duke, convinced it was not their in- 


* 
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tention to deceive him, began to entertain 
the greateſt hopes of recovering his ſon ; and 


as he left the houſe; put a purſe of guineas 


into the poor woman's apron. Her huſband 
was gone forward, but ſhe ran after him, 
opened her apron, and wiſhed him a good 
journey; then prayed for the noble Lord, 
who had de her a * | 


At pile | Houſe thi Duke Soba very mi- 


nute inquiries concerning the ſailor, his 
wife, and child. 


No ſuch party had ſtopped 
there all the people in the houſe aſſured him; 


but a gentleman exactly anſwering the de- 


ſcription the maſter of the Black Horſe gave, 


had called there on his return from Swanſea, 


he had told them, on the very day the poor 


man had ſeen him at r 


«Voting ickfire they weaned) and ar- 


ined at Neath, where they were to change 
horſes for the laſt time, ſoon after twelve. 


While the ſtable people, who ſeemed in an 
unuſual 


8. 
n 
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unuſual buſtle; were harneſſing the horſes, 


the Puke inquired of his courier why 


there happened to be ſuch an aſſemblage 


of people juſt above the inn, as the poſt- 
boys had ſome difficulty | to > proceed divas 


the crowd? r D b 
5, I never aſked, your Grace,” he oped s 


J have had enough lo do to find the 


people to get the'hoxles ready.“ F 
The landlord, Who was ſanding, near ha 


make his bow-to-ſach great folks, could not 


loſe ſo favourable an opportunity of ad- 


dreſſing a Duke. He advanced to the 


chaiſe with hat in hand, ſaying, We had 
an odd circumſtance happened here about 


half an hour ago, your Grace, where, that 


crowd, is ſtill ſtanding; indeed, they were 


going to pull the houſe down if they had not 


beert prevented. A lady was coming by on 
horſeback, followed by two ſervants; her 
carriage, and the other part of her ſuite, went 
through. to Swanſea about an hour before. 
She was obliged to pull up before that hovel, 
for it an't much better, to let a' cart turn 

out 


| 
| 


* 
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out of theyard oppoſite ; when behold ,ayoung 
gentleman, who they ſay has been miſſing 


for ſome time, and for whom great rewards 


have been offered, pulled a piece of paper 


from the window which ſerved for a pane, 


and called to this Lady, who inſtantly 
jumped off her horſe; ruſhed into the houſe, 
and ordered ber ſervants to ſecure to wo- 
men who lived there; and ſhe is now gone 
with them and ever ſo many more people 


before our Juſtice of the Peace. What will 


be the end we don't know, for nobody in 
the town knew there was a FANG in the 


- _ Boule,”? - 


„ Where does yr * Juſt 85 py laid 25 


Duke. 
„Two little 4 out. of Neath, your 


Grace; and is the beſt man in the world.” 


„ Drive there this moment, then,” ſaid 


the Duke to the poltboys, * as fait as you 


"PP LL 
Can, 


The landlord, half petrified when he ſaw 


the Duke's anxiety, aſſiſted to put to the 
205 6 horſes; 
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horſes; and told the boys, who had hardly 
underftoud his Grace, where they were to 
drive firſt; his Worſhip's houſe was only a 
few hundred yards out of the road. they 
were © going. NN 


19 11 woll be my dear i by ** bid the 
Duke, what | is your opinion, Neville?” 
That we ſhall ſoot! be at our journey's 
end, Duke; every thing tallies. 1 have 
ee ?: 

7 ö 44 
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In a few ſeconds they Mee The poſt- 


haha? as eager to oblige as their maſter had 


been, were very few minutes in driving the 
two miles, and ſoon ſtopped in the court of 
a very handſome houſe. Not a ſoul was to 
be ſeen; the ſervants had hardly arrived in 
time to open the door of the carriage. The 
Duke entered the hall, followed by Neville, 
and threw open the firſt door ;—ſaw no one, 
but very ſoon heard voices at a diſtance. He 
SR DG down a PR which turned 


— * — » - 
mon ——— ä 


. —˖ 


— — — 
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to the :left, at the bottom of which he faw 
ſome. women cloſe, to a door, liſtening. as he 
preſumed. Is your maſter at ame 4 
{aid the Duke. 
„He is this moment come in, Sir,” Hi 
one of the women, * but he can't ſpeak to 
' - you juſt now, for he is going to be very buſy ; 
you muſt call again by and by.” | 
Take care,“ ſaid his Grace, ſhoving 
between the ladies, who. ſaid he was very 
rude, your maſter is in this room, I ſup- 
poſe ;”” flinging- open the door while he 
ſpoke. It led into, a large ſpacious, parlour, 
and at the further end ſtood a ſort of crowd 
round a table, with their backs towards him. 
His Grace made but a few ſteps acroſ: the 
room, ſnhoved in between the aſſeinbly, as ke 
had done only a moment before to get into 
the room; and at the ſame moment met the 
eyes of his lovely boy, ſeated upon the knee, 
and encircled by the arms of the Counteſs of 01 
SGlenal von. ti 
| The child ſtarting Jon from her lap, 1 
ſprung forward, exclaiming, Oh Papa“ | 
Papa 


= 


2 
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Papa!” and burſt into tears before the Duke 
could catch him in his arms. AS 


Having given way for a few moments to 


| His own emotion upon ſo rapturous a-meet- 


ing, and repeatedly embraced his beloved 


Alfred, who cried and laughed in a breath, 


the Duke raiſed his eyes upon his A king 
ſon's deliverer; but the joy ſhe Rill ſelt, ad 
ſurpriſe at the unexpected fight of his Grace, 
bad quite overcome this amiable woman. 
At the moment the Duke looked tewards 
her, he ſaw her, while ſinking back ig her 
chair ſupported by Mr. Studevitk,”whole 
viſits to his deceaſed ſiſter, were ſtul frei ih 
his Grace's memory. Gracious heaven !“ 
faid the Duke, „may I believe _ el 
what do I ſee?ꝰ? 

« Two friehds at once, your Grace, * 


faid the old gentleman, 


1 1 


Her Ladyſhip was able to thank the Juſ- 
tice; ; ſaid ſhe was much better, and tried to 


ſupport herſelf in her chair by leaning on the 


VOL, III. bel table, 
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table, whilſt "— Duke gat e round to . 


her. 


ine: 


12 Does Lady Glenalyop oth me e the hana 


a0 recollect me? 1 


ae beak. but a burſt 3 
the could no longer ſuppreſs, ſtopped her 


„ Shew all thoſe people into the next 
room,” ſaid Mr, Studeville to his clerk ; 
« take care thoſe women don't make their 
cleape ; I will examine them n and by.“ | 


'The r the room was — the 
Duke ſet down his ſon, and the old gentle- 
man went in queſt of a glaſs of water. 


Neville had retreated with the crowd, and 
made the ' Juſtice a ſign he underſtood, no 
longer at loſs to gueſs who the Auſtrian 
officer was, in whoſe favour Lady Roxana 
Charleville had diſpoſed of her heart. 


The 


. 1 
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The inſtant they were alone, the Duke 
ſeized her Ladyſhip's hand, upon which he 
imprinted a moſt fervent kiſs; ; then re- 


peated his former 3 


“Po ] recollect?“ ſaid the * woman, 


ſmiling through her tears, © what a quet- 
tion!“ 


The Duke, convinced ſeven years abſence 
had made no alteration in her ſentiments, felt 
all his former love revive for the woman he 
had once idolized ; whoſe paſt ſorrows ſeemed 
all forgot in the felicity of fuch a moment. 


' 


K 2 CHAP. 
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As it may be neceſſary to account, rather 
more particularly, for tlie emotion both the 
Duke and Lady Glenalvon betrayed in the 
preceding ſcene, we muſt relate ſome inci- 
dents which occurred many years antecedent 
to the date at which this hiſtory com- 
mences, 


In the year 1784, the Duke di Ferrara, 
then Count Mondovi, though very young, 
was nn. by Joſeph the Second, to the 

| command 


/ 


— 
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command of the regiment of Guards, vacant 
by the reſignation of his grandfather, then 
Duke di St. Severino. He was therefore 
by no means among the claſs of inferior 
otficers in the Auſtrian ſervice. 

Lord Orcan had been two years Ambaſſa- 
dor at the Court of Vienna, previous to this 
event; and Lady Roxana, her education 
being juſt completed, joined her father much 

about this time. She far ſurpaſſed the molt 

ſanguine expectations of his Lordſhip in 
point of beauty and accompiiſhments, an 
he was proud of introducing her at the Im- 
perial Court, and to all his Geiman 
friends. 


The Earl lived in a very ſplendid ſtile; 
his houſe was of courſe open to every officer 
of diſtinction, among which number, not- 
withſtanding what his Loidſhip had told 
Lord Melton, was Count Mondovi. During 
the ſètes that followed Lady Roxana's ar- 
* K 3 rival 
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rival! at Vienna, 1. was a conſtant gueſt; 
till then he had been a total ſtranger to love, 
but naturally of a romantic turn of mind, he 
ſoon fancied life would be a burthen with- 
out the lovely daughter of the proud Earl of 
Orcan. 


+ 


* 


On her fide, Lady Roxana thought the 
elegant, gay, faſcinating Count Mondovi 
the only man capable of making her happy. 
Still ſhe was well aware her father would 
never conſent to her marrying a foreigner, 
- as his own conſequence in Great Britain 
would not be increaſed by any connection 
\ ſhe could form abroad. But Count Mon- 

| dovi continued to viſit at her father's houſe. 

Wherever ſhe went, ſhe met him; and as be 

was almoſt as univerſally admired as herſelf, 

* ſhe had frequent opportunities of liſtening 

to his praiſes : every thing ſerved to increaſe 

a paſſion prudence condemned: from the firſt 

moment of its birth. | 


The 
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The Count was not more anguine in his 
hopes of obtaining the Earl's conſent to pay 
his addreſſes to his daughter, than ſhe was; 
beſides, were that obſtacle removed, he knew 
the Duke di St. Severino would be {till more 
averſe to his marrying an Engliſh woman, 


and a Proteſtant. | Yet theſe refle&ions by 


no means: checked the ardour of his love; 
and ia a propitious moment, as each thought, 
he poured forth his en ben at che feet 
de Roxana. 60% B21] 7 
e WN 
Was it in Wen nature, ſhe thought, 
to refuſe a requeſt of Count Mondovi's? 
for romance apart, the worth of each had 
made a deep impreſſion upon their hearts : 
their love was grafted on mutual eſteem, 
therefore promiſed to be permanent. It was 
next to an impoſſibility to ſee each other 
often in private; the Count, therefore, was 
permitted to write to his fair enſlaver, who 
regularly anſwered his letters, which were en- 
truſted to the care of her Ladyſhip's 
maid. 


* 


K 4 To 
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To conſult. thoſe who had the diſpoſal 


5 of their kands, they knew would be utterly 


uſeleis 3 therefore, with that raſhneſs, the 
con pa ion of their age, they. agreed SOvaely. 
to unite their en Wer c Du; 2 


eee 15 1 (> [ 


he Count was, in many reſis his own | 
eum His income was ſufficient to ſup- 


pott them both in a comparative degree of 
affluence ; and at his grandfather's death he 


muſt inherit his title and eſtates. He ſaw 


nothing imprudent in braving his reſent- 
ment; and time would infallibly ſoften Lord 
e in favour of an duly) APE! | 


| Though, 5 Lordſhip bad frequently 7 
clared: in public, he would ſooner follow 
Lagy,;Roxava to the grave than ſee her 
united to a foreigner, and often expreſſed 
the ſame ſentinients to his daughter in pri- 
vate, and ſeriouſly aſſured her, there were no 
lengths he would not go to prevent her form- 


ing any connection without his approbation; 


theſe 


- * 
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theſe: cautions, far from puttiug the lovers 
upon their guard, merely induced them 
to haſten the moment that would put it out 
of his power, as they thought, to ſeparate 
them, little gueſſing that all their letters 
had previouſly paſſed through the Earl's 
hands before they. reached either of the 
lovers. The maid was perfectly in his Lord- 
ſhip's intereſts, and through her he learnt 
all their movements ; for ſhe was conſulted 
by her miſtreſs upon every occaſion. The 
Earl ſuffered them to concert their plans; 
contenting himſelf with repeating his former 
declarations both in public and private. 


But at the inſtant the Count and Lady 
Roxana were going to {wear eternal faith at 
the altar, he put an end to their dream of 
felicity, by forcing his daughter from the 
arms of her lover, whom he acculed of hays 
ing ſeduced her by his ſpecious arts: from ber 
duty; and deaf to the tears, ſupplications, 
and intreaties of both, carried Lady Roxana 

K 5 home, 


_ 202 rn S1OILIANX. 
home, and ſet out with her upon his return 


to England that very day, nay, within an 
Hour after her ſeparation from the Count ; 


having previouſly obtained leave of abſence 


from his on Court, to enable him to carry 
bis daughter into ber native air, as the 
climate of Germany did not agree with her 
conſtitution. Under this pretence he de- 
termined, if poſſible, to conceal her folly, as 
he termed it, from the world in general. 
He knew the Count had no confident, and 
believed he would not wiſh to publiſh a mor- 
tification,' that would only expoſe him to 
his grandfather's reſentment, without anſwer- 


ing one ſingle good purpoſe. 


This dreadful diſappointment, for a time, 
- Preyed deeply upon the Count's ſpirits ; his 
annual viſit to his father fortunately drew 
near, and in the ſympathizing boſom of Mr. 
St. Aubyn he poured forth the hitherto con · 
cealed ſource of that melancholy his German 
_ friends had — and which the moſt 
26 a penetrating 


r . o& a Cc. 


hk 
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penetrating attributed to the precipitate dey 
Feen bn n a 


} With the a Base swat Mr. 
St. Aubyn at firſt ſhared his lon's ſorrouws; 
then gently repreſented to bim the probable 
conſequences of an union formed under ſuch 
auſpices; reverted to his own marriage, and 
what had been the reſult of diſobliging Lord 
Melton; and in the courſe of a few months' 
* his ſon into a "calmer x raid No 


| The Duke di St. 4" now bed 46 
ſee his | grandſon married; and Mr. St. 
Aubyn, willing, as far as lay in his power, to 
ſecond his views, pointed out to his ſon the 
various advantages that would accrue from 
obliging his grandfather ;' and aſſured him, 

that much as he had loved his mother, he 
had often ſincerely wifhed ſome kind friend 
had ated the ſame part by himſelf he was 
| trying to perform to the young Count ; who, 
k 6 thanks 


Es , 
= 
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thanks to the kind interpoſition of Provi- 


dence, would be no ſufferer. by their, i unpru- 
dence. In ſhort, he reaſoned ſo well and. to 
the Purpoſe, his ſon ſoon apprehended / it 
poſſible; for him to exiſt out of * e 
We Roxana chen. IC 15 
75115 ; 
; Mr. st. * ae ſcired * moment. * e- 
tproing, reaſon, to prepoſſeſs him in favour 
af the Ducheſs, di Ferrara (who bad long 
ſecretly loved bim, and had confeſſed her 
paſſion to Signora Leontini). A few inter 
views with this lady had the happieſt effect. 
Flattered to find himſelf diſtinguiſhed by a 
woman of the firſt rank, and to think he 
ſhould have it in his power to contribute to 
his father's happineſs, the Count. ſoon con- 
ſented, with the entire* approbation of his. 
randfather,.. to make propoſals to the 
Jucheſs; $ they were graciouſly accepted, and, 
within nine months after he. way ſeparated 
from Lady Roxana Charleville, he led the 
Duchels di Ferrara to the altar; and never 

| had 


„Aae 
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had cauſe to repent having liſtened to the 
perſuaſions of his father, and the voice of 
reaſon ; and could he but have heard Lady 
Roxana Charleville was happy, he thought 
he ſhould have been completely ſo. Still he 


forbore making any inquiries concerning her 


of his German friends: and as he imme- 
diately, aſter his marriage, quitted the 
Auſtrian ſervice; he ſeldom heard the name 
of Orcan mentioned; and learnt : by mere: 
chance from a young Engliſhman. on his 
travels, that the beautiful daughter of the 
Earl was married, but did not learà the 


name of her huſband. The Duke conſoled 
himſelf with hoping ſhe had been equally for- 


tunate in her ſelection of a partner for 
life. 


Lady Roxana, upon her return to Rats 
Jand was, as Lord Melton had told his Grace, 
the belle ow the beau monde. 


The Earl "Ia but little danger; of her dis. 


poſing of her heart again in haſte; as he 


could 
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could not help, very much agaiaſt his will, 
doing juſtice to Count Mondovi's ſaperior” 
attractions and accompliſhments. He con- 
tinued to correſpond with ſome friends he 
had acquired during his ſtay at Vienna; and 
learnt, with no ſmall degree of pleaſure, the 
neus of Count Mondovi's marriage. Aſter 
ſpending the winter in London, he had taken 
his daughter to Brighton for a few months, 
and with the utmoſt complacency informed 
her of her lover's defection. 


| Lady IF was ſenſibly affected; yet 
judging of the Count's heart by her own, 
ſhe could not blame him for what ſhe 
hardly ſuppoſed to be the effect of choice, 
and willingly ſet out ſoon after for Orcan 
Caſtle, in Mid Lothian, where ſhe hoped to 
enjoy ſolitude, and dedicate a few hours to 
reflections on the al 


What followed vs arrival in Scotland, has 
beeh already related. When once more at 
liberty, and freed from the controul of her 

519 imperious 
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imperious capricious father, ſhe was half 
tempted to viſit Naples; but the conſtruc- 
tion ſhe knew Lord Orcan would put upon 
her journey, prevented her from following 
the bent of her inclinations; ſhe therefore 
temained in total ignorance of the en of 
m former lover. 


The Duke, like — OY at- liberty 
to revert to former times, often thought of 
his beloved Roxana ; and, though he could 
hardly have acknowledged ſuch a thing to 
himſelf, a hope of learning that ſhe was 
as happy as ſhe deſerved to be, had con- 
ſiderably increaſed his inclination to viſit 


England j —ſtill he was reſolved never to make 


any particular inquiries concerning her; but 
had determined, ſooner than not gratify his 


curioſity, to make the tour of Scotland; 


hoping to reap every information he could 
wiſh from ſuch A Journey. 


+ Hehad not the flighteſt idea that the beauti- 


ful W Neville and Alfred had ſo much 
admired, 
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admired, was his once beloved Roxana, til, 
by ſeeking ſo evidently. to avoid him, ſhe 
excited his ſuſpicions of the; truth; and 
then, as he reflected ſhe. was married, he 
thought: an Interview would. not be produc- 
tive of much ſatisſacl ion to either : they 
could not meet as indifferent friends or caſual 
acquaintance; he therefore thought her 
i dot 25 Lr 
The wombol 725 100 the * 8 0 his fon, 
he fixed, the guilt. upon, this ſtranger ;' yet 
dreaded and hoped by turns to find her culpa- 
ble. Such an action muſt lower her in his 
efttem 3 ſtill be was comparatively happy 
when he ventured to hope his ſon was ſafe 
under her protection, and was hardly able 
to decide how he Would ac en ſuch an 
Ig: | 
"Led Melton n bim his RY 
' tures reſpectiug who ſhe was were perfectly 
juſt, . He felt; all his former ſentiments of 
etecm for her increaſe during bis grand- 
father's 


Fac C2 5 
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fatber's recital, while his former diſlike to 


Lord Orcan became abhorrence. As ſhe 


was a widow, he thouglit her the more likely 


to be at the bottom of his ſon's diſappear- 
ance ;. and though . ſeriouſly hurt, felt flat- 
tered by the love ſhe had ever expreſſed for 
the child, and to which alone he could attri- 
bute her having n * away. 


5 


Lady n was 3 wo 


ſhe ſo unexpectedly lay the man ſhe had ſo 


long and fo fervently adored. Seven years 


had not made a ſufficient alteration. in his 


perſon to prevent her from almoſt inſtantly 
recognizing him: he was rather. taller, ſhe 


thought, and much ſtouter, but the ſame 
animated intelligent countenance ſtill diſtin- 
guiſhed him. She turned haſtily from the 
Duke, as has been already mentioned; and 
anxious curioſity induced her to queſtion the 
lovely boy ſhe, had ſeen him addrefling with 
looks expreſſive of the molt tender paternal 
affection. His likenels. to the Duke made 
591 the 


—— ——ů— — 


210 THE SICI LIAN. 
the queſtions ſhe aſked Nelſon reſpecting 
him perfectly uſeleſs; but ſhe put them as 
a blind to the ſervant ;—hence aroſe the nu- 
merous other queſtions ſhe 'afked Alfred, 
which the Duke had attributed to idle cuti- 
oſity, though latterly they had ſtruck him 
as proceeding e a different motive. 7 


* 9 
FW, * 


When her Ladyſhip lent her young fa- 
vourtte was miſſing, ſhe was ſeriouſly af- 
flicted, and immediately determined to paſs 
the ſummer in travelling; in hopes her know- 
ledge of the child, and the diligent | en- 
_ quiries ſhe meant to make, might prove more 
' fucceſsful- than thoſe hitherto undertaken! 
She accordingly ſet out for Swanſea, intend- 
ing tomakethetour of W ales on horſeback — 
an exerciſe ſhe was particularly fond of, and 
never paſſed through a village without diſ- 
tributing bills, and queſtioning every one, 
from whom ſhe thought there was a chance 
of gaining information, concerning the object 
4 ſearch. It may be ſüppoſed, there- 

fore, 
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fore, with what tranſport ſhe heard herſelf 


addreſſed by the lon of her "une 
Count, | 39 gt 


The Duke's ſudden appearance. at' Mr. 


Studeville's, and the joyful meeting between 


him and his fon, quite overcame her. Con- 


vinced his Grace, from being, like herſelf, at 


liberty, and never having made any en- 
quiries after her, had totally forgotten ſhe 


ever even exiſted, the did not chuſe pur- 
Poſely to throw herſelf in his way, regard 
ing ſuch a ſtep as very inconkiſtent wth the 
dignity of her ſen. WIN 
The Duke's Ab upon this unex- 
pected meeting led her to hope ſhe had at 
leaſt ſhared his heart with his ſon; and a 
moment's reflection induced her to acquit 
him of all charges of neglect. He might, 
like herfelf with reſpect to him, be totally ig- 
norant of what had happened during their 
keparktion; as all his' inquiries would un- 

9 


fi 
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-doubtediy have cenſed as ſoon as he heard 
of her marriage; ſhe thereſore did not try 


to diſſemble the joy ſhe felt. 


Tbe Duke's look: were far more expreſ- 
ive than any words could bave been in a mo- 
ment like this. They alternately kiſſed 
the dear little Alſred, dirty as he was, not 
having changed his drels ſince he left Newn- 
5 ham, while the ſweet fellow cried and 
danced for joy; flung his arms round Lady 
Glenalvon's neck, and ſaid, I called to 
this pretty lady, Papa, and _ * me 
from that * Dae een | 


* I: hardly know which of us is moſt 
obliged to this lady,“ ſaid the Duke; but 
ve muſt defer our thanks for the Ne. 
e e 


: fa Gon appeared EE the 
glaſs of water, and Neville, who followed 
him in, e the Duke and Alfred 


* I FULLY in 
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in the moſt lively terms. The old gentle 
man did the fame ; and his. Grace expreſſed 
his ſatidlaction at meeting with his old friend, 
who told the Duke Mr. Neville had in- 
formed him his ſiſter was no more, and 
ſerme d, like Lord Melton, to have heard the 


news with perfect reſignation. 


All parties having recovered à degtee of 
compoture, the Duke preſumed his arrival 
had put a ſtop to the proceedings againſt the 
two women Lady Glenalvon h ſo Kindly 
ſecured ; and he longed very much to know: 
who was at the bottom of that” iniquitous) 
nn att 990A ( 


* , " 1 1 
' 4 . - , 2 #\ ; ” 
. * „ : 0 1 


« As yet, your Grace, I am in igno- 


' rance,” replied Mr. Studeville. © I had not 


begun to examine the worthleſs jade in whole 
hands your ſon was found; I was but juſt” 
come home, and was putting a few queſtions 
to her Ladyſhip when your Grace appeared. 
_ before we proceed to buſineſs, as the 
priſoners 


: 
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priſoners are very ſafe, I muſt recommend a 
little refreſhment ; after travelling all night but. 
in ſuch anxiety of mind, you muſt be in need voic 
of ſomething; let us, I beg, adjourn a few. 
minutes into another room. This is my 
Hall, where I adminiſter e to the beſt . 
ol my abilities.“ | de 5 


The Duke and Lady Glenalvon readlly 
agreed to the old gentleman's kind propoſal, 
and: found every. thing likely to pleaſe the. 
appetite for a morning's repaſt ſet out with 
infinite taſte. Having done honour to their 
hoſpitable hoſt's elegant treat, the Duke, 
upon whoſe knee his fon was ſeated, aſked, - 
Who carried you from N FN; 


r | not 
| | ; | a li 
„% Mr. Chambers, and that bad woman, . 
Papa,“ ſaid the little fellow. The Duke 4 

could hardly credit the child, till he ſaid, whi 


« Yes, indeed, Papa, Mr. Robert Chambers not 
was dreſſed like a failor, and had his face all 
yellow ! 


, 3 1 
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yellow !. He thought I did not know him; 
but f told him | did, becauſe I knew his 


voice. 


5 cc Were there ever ſuch monſters?” ſaid 


the Duke; © this ſtory certualy tallies with 


what I have already heard, ” repeating, in a 
few words, the Welchman' s tale, which had 
occaſioned his journey. © By heavens !“ he 
exclaimed, © you ſhall not eſcape my juſt 
vengeance, Mr. Chambers ! Where was you 
when they laid hold of you, my love?” 
again addreſſing his ſon ; “and bow came 
you not to call out 4 


« I did, -Papa, * told them I ah 
not go; but mich ſaid you wanted me only 
g little way off. 


* But how far was you from the houſe 
when you callcd out, and faid you would 
not go? | 


« Oh, 


—— — — — 


hs THz 'STICILTAN, 

"4 Ob, Twas cloſe to that houſe at the 
end of the garden, Papa. Old Mr. Cham- 
bers, who was juſt come in, told me in a 
whiſper you were there, Papa, hid behind 
that ſummer-houſe ; fo I ran there, and 
then a failor-man caught hold of me, 
and faid he wanted to carty me to you, 


1 Papa,” 


« © Execrable villains !”” ſaid. the Duke, 
& what purpoſe was this to anſwer ? I now ſee 
plainly how their vile plan was put into exe- 
cution ; but for the life of me, I can 't {ce in 
what it was to end.“ 


00 I poſi tively begin to think, your Grace, 
they hoped the 'lofs of this, ſweet fellow 
would occaſion my poor ſiſter's death. If I 
am right, you find it has anſwered their 
expectations: how far they will benefit 
by fuch an event 'I can't pretend | to 
lay.” : 


«« believe 


is afſe 
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| <1: believe you are right, in ſome reſpects, 
my good friend; ſtill they men have had 
fame other motive. 


1 hope we ſhall ſoon be able to form ſome 
judgment of their intentions,” rejoined Mr. 
Studeville ; © we will proceed to buſineſs 
as ſoon as your Grace pleaſes. The Court 
is afſembled ; but, firſt, her Ladyſhip can 
inform you how ſhe diſcovered the ſweet 
fellow.” | 


Lady Glenalvon merely confirmed what 


his Grace had already heard; that being 


obliged to pull up her horſe nearly oppoſite 


the miſerable hut where the young Marquis 


was a priſoner and alone in the upper room, 
the moment he perceived her, he tore away 
a piece of paper paſted over a broken pane in 


the window, and called out, Pray, Ma'am, 


come tome.” Her Ladyſhip at firſt had not 


attended to the little fellow's entreaty, till 


again putting her horſe into movement, ſhe 
vol. 111. L. caught 
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wo bf baugbt a glimpſe of his wellckrowhn face 
+ through the hole; but was totally ignorant 
- - what the two women had to nul in their 

| own. renee. ; 


- 10 * | 2 
7 END OF THE THIRD VOLUME, 
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French idiom predominates. The ſtory is well choſen, and is. 


To thoſe-who ſeek amuſement in tracing the former manners 


Yea " Lately war publiſbed, 
COUNT ST. BLANCARD, _ 


IN THREE VOLUMES, 12MO.. 
Price 97. ſerved. th 
This work avowedly is a tranſlation from. the French. It 


is. probably the labour of ſome induſtrious Emigre, as the. 


* 


diveſted of the immorality, party, and levity, which are too 
frequently found in the lighter productions of the French writers 


of France we may recommend this little work ; it may divert. | 


a folitary hour, without endangering youth, or diſguſting ages. g | 
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ANCIENT HQUSE OF CLARENDON, 
" IN THREE voLUMEs, YaMp. 2 
Price 98, fraved. | 
Though * the age of Chivalry is no more,” the reader, 
whoſe taſte is not vitiated by the frivolity of modern manners, 
will delight to trace the ſimple and heroic features which- 
charafterized : ns Grier en poliſhed 3 in the ERP 
5 . 7 6 | 
The gene of the Novel 3 is laid in England 3 he 
Kory is intereſting, and delineates, with pleaſing vivacity» 
| Rennen times. 5 


Tbe Baron of Ciarenden is a nobleman brave, hoſpitable, 

- and accompliſhed ; his gi end caſtle are ſituated on the 
borders near Scotland con of his domains by 
Malcolm, fon of the EA Imanno, Chief of a Scottiſh 
Clan, produces the principal incidents of the Novel. The 
various characters it exhibits are naturally drawn, and the 
ſentiments and language evince the author to Haw the talent 


83 pathetic and elegant compoſition. 
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